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Beautiful impact of
the Ishinomaki Kawabiraki Festival
_ I YrY—uayh-IvFon Charlotte Mitchell pa—
. . 20144F 8 BRI T s S ABINH High School Students Exchange Program 2014 participant 3
%
- B One of the best parts about visiting Ishinomaki in late July was the opportunity to
THTHNZAE 2SN B ORBIED 2 EEFIOTNIHE [ISmMTas2L participate in the annual Kawabiraki Festival. The festival initially began as a
TT. 2OEFEVE AETHOHERLTHIBOBEF X ATk LOFEZILELT remembrance of the development of the river which supplied the city's fishing and -
MiZ > b DTTH BUETERRZONETOMR LI LR LTSN TV & river-based economy; today it serves as a celebration of the growth and rebirth of the o
T 207 S ADENITTUHIEFIISBMT LI LN TaE L, FaENRHINZHN city after the earthquake and tsunami in 2011. Through TAMF, we were able to %
BRITICE VHIBEDOAN Tz DAYy £ =D B BOIEP IO NTOT . E{ LT AR {BAT attend the first night of the festival. On this night, community members write A
TN TINERFATHED LI DL . HARDEE 2 #7211 ORI EHE & DB messages on paper lanterns which are floated along the river after dusk. These
KPR KA ZIRE LTOAEESEC LN EWIEFDLELSITLE, lanterns are lit in memory of those who have passed in the last year. Standing on a
ZONODE FMEHRAL 7 7 I =L BT L E LT, bridge overlooking the river, it was incredible to see hundreds of lanterns floating and
AP F— DIk KA O RCT L L illuminating the water in between riverboats adorned with Japanese flags. .
B 25k At TONE LT, 325 % 2640 M il A b Later that evening, I returned home with my host family. Mari, my host -
. . , R mother, had invited friends and neighbors over for a delicious feast. She invited
s L'Cf het@'c‘\ 5 ili“ﬁﬁ LXD—{{ ' ?#T“@ﬁi(ﬁ%}llﬁﬁ some friends who spoke English, which was such a kind gesture as I was able to %
s Zf VT DREILE %%l]% t t iy?‘ eéf L:TCO speak with them more easily and learn more about their lives in Ishinomaki and
BHNBHE S O2HAT BV —7 L LTI discuss the beautiful impact of the Kawabiraki festival.
SWYOMEH D ANLLTTARZ Y =L o 7=k The following day was the second day of the festival, and as a group we planned to host
PHCEHMIE LT E LI R0 A6 20T, AA T 7 1) =12, an ice cream sundae bar as one of the vendors at the festival. Before the festival began, my L
WAA LR BDRLKETE->TOEBMIIHNTIT->T 60 host family took me to a local shop that sold yukatas in all different patterns and colors. I 6 -
FLIBRDE L7 DIEMIZE DR T RA IR E LRV ) picked one out, and Mari helped me tie a large, red bow in the back that matched the pink 5
RO TAE-TLNG LT, TAARZY) =2 oo F— e = 1A floral pattern of my yukata perfectly. The ice cream sundae bar was a success and it =
T REBIAEATOAR LB IZA A3 LTI L, PARY offered a great opportunity to meet many kids who lived in Ishinomaki as well. From the
Y=L ZAX PG LY £ DRI AIFE,I T EDD (K ice cream stand, we had ideal seats to watch as drummers and dancers parading down the
BEROMRD T-AUED R0 B DR H 2D Il LT LT, street as brightly colored flags and lanterns floated above them.

We dined that night inside a fish market - the containers and tanks around us were full N
of fish and even some sea creatures I had never seen before. Needless to say, the fish was

2O NG ON TRFER LIZOTTH AV 7+
PRSP R I L VIDESTH 00 FIET
bl (ARL TN TLTOEKR L o1 TT. ¥ RDHEI.
BODOREBDT VMR TATEND LG FIE6 LWERFHREL T Ao lonEL
. COBRYEWRL ABGDOHSA LI DL AL LEHOLR BT it with community members of Ishinomaki. Every interaction I shared during this trip
LYELI ZMOKTHRIEDRR TS NHE~NDRORSEELLIENTIILL, showed me the immense love everyone felt for Ishinomaki, and I am so grateful TAMF
2I2=FADNEEEBBERE G2 TN TAS —SESIEHL 2T, gave me the opportunity to experience the power of community.

very fresh and so delicious. After dinner, the evening concluded with a fantastic fireworks
show above the tents of the festival vendors. While watching this show, I was overwhelmed
by an immense feeling of gratitude for the opportunity to experience this festival and share
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Chapter 6

TAMF was a life-changing experience

Ethan O'Neill

High School Students Exchange Program 2014 participant

My favorite part of my trip to Japan with the Taylor Anderson Memorial
Fund was meeting different people throughout the trip and experiencing a
foreign culture.

My host parents were extremely kind and caring, and they made sure that I
had a great experience. When my brother and I first arrived in Ishinomaki, our
host family took us to a local small mountain that was very popular among the
residents. The journey to the top of the mountain was like being on a roller
coaster, as the car we traveled in navigated the bumpy terrain. Upon reaching
the peak, we were treated to extremely beautiful views of Ishinomaki and the
surrounding area. This mountain trip allowed us to experience the natural
beauty of Japan, and my brother and I often reminisce about how incredible the
mountain trip was. It was definitely a trip that I will never forget.

Another aspect of my host family that stood out to me was how our host

father would record Major League Baseball games for all of us to watch
together, as he knew that we loved sports. Since the MLB is in America, the
games were on during the middle of the night and early mornings, and we
were very impressed by his efforts to make us feel comfortable and at home
during our visit. Our host family also helped us to experience Japanese
culture, such as by serving us traditional Japanese drinks and food, as well
as giving us tours of the city of Ishinomaki. In terms of food, we got to try
all sorts of typical Japanese cuisine, most notably the different types of fish
and other seafood that are very common in Ishinomaki.
Our host family also provided us with Japanese clothes such as jinbei that
we wore during the local Kawabiraki festival. My trip to Japan through the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund was a life-changing experience that I will
never forget.
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Chapter 6

Studying to become an Elementary
School English teacher

Kei Sugiyama Tohoku Gakuin University
High School Students Exchange Program 2015 participant

I met Andy in 2015 when I went to Richmond for the first time. Thereafter,
whenever he came to Ishinomaki, I always went to see him, and he always
greeted me with the same kindness and wonderful smile.

Hoping to visit the United States where I have fond memories, I went to the
West Coast for three weeks when I was a sophomore in high school. I met a lot
of people in America, and I realized the importance of trying to communicate
with each other despite my poor English proficiency. I continue to communicate
through e-mails from time to time with the O'Neill family members who took
care of me at that time.

At the university, I joined an international exchange club and enjoyed talking
with students from abroad and people who had come on trips, and I made many
foreign friends. One of them sent me happy news via email from the U.S. that
he had gotten married and had a baby, and I strongly felt that we were
connected.

Currently, I am studying at a university to become an elementary school
teacher. When I become a teacher in the future, I want to share with the
children what I saw and felt in the United States, and how important it is for us
to try to understand each other, which I learned through my relationships with
other people.

My future goals have been established because of the wonderful people I had
met and the wonderful experiences I have had through the TAMF. I am truly
grateful. I look forward to seeing all of you again.
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Chapter 6

My TAMF Exchange Experience

Daniel Bader

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant
Risk Analyst, ABS Group

Despite the trip being over four years ago, I still have vivid memories of

my time spent in Japan on the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF)
exchange that will stick with me for the rest of my life. It was an
eye-opening and powerful experience learning about the devastating impact
of the tsunami and just how many lives it affected. Although I was aware of
what was happening back in 2011, I didn't fully grasp the magnitude and
long-term effects of the disaster until I met numerous people whose lives
were impacted and saw the destruction up close. Two moments in particular
that stand out include visiting a school that was destroyed by the tsunami
and placing flowers on the shrines to pay respects, as well as going to a wall
constructed after the tragedy with a message of hope and perseverance.

Another meaningful aspect of the trip was learning about and
experiencing Japanese culture. From staying in the temple and doing
morning meditation to riding the locally-made grass boats down the river, I
got a glimpse of traditional Japanese customs and their way of life that
emphasizes self-care and reflection. Some personal highlights include
wearing kimonos to the festival in Ishinomaki and sight-seeing the famous
Senso-ji temple and marketplace in Tokyo. It was also a blast playing with
the kids at the barbeque and participating in the watermelon smashing
game—where we even made the local newspaper! Additionally, being able to
eat all the delicious (oishii) food every day and travel through the beautiful
countryside made the trip even better.

A last component that made the trip so memorable were all the people we
met and connections made. Before I went to Japan, my family and I hosted a
former Taylor's student from Taylor's school—Yuki—who stayed with us for a
week; we showed him American culture and took him to traditional
American activities like a baseball game and a museum. It was rewarding to
see him again (this time in Japan), meet his family, and learn more about
their lives and how they were affected by the 2011 disaster. We also visited
Senshu University and the neighboring high school to meet and talk with
the students before the festival. Although it was challenging to communicate
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

with them because of the language barrier, it was also fun and rewarding to
find similarities in our lives. Being able to visit the different booths at the
festival gave us the opportunity to meet and interact with even more local
Japanese residents who were all so friendly and welcoming.

I wanted to thank everyone who made this trip possible, especially the
Anderson family. Additionally, I wanted to thank Toru Takanarita, Miyuki
Nishimura, Mihoko Terada and many others for being such great guides and
showing us so many cool parts of Japan. It truly was an incredible
experience and I hope to be back to visit soon!
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Chapter 6

Food and Friendship in Ishinomaki

Gordon Mitchell

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant

Eating was something I have always loved to do. I was a pretty chubby sixth
and seventh grader and it showed in my appetite.

As I got older and began to “stretch out” as my mom always promised I would,
my appetite did not die; it just changed. My interest in trying different kinds of
food began to develop, and there was never a food I didn't want to try.

In Summer 2016, I went on a Memorial Service Trip to Ishinomaki, Japan.
We visited the affected areas of the March 11, 2011 tsunami with the goal of
creating a connection with those who had lost family members and attempting to
understand their culture, while helping them understand our own.

This trip was my dream when it came to my interest in different foods. Our
first night we went to a Japanese sushi restaurant with several different species I
didn't even know you could eat. After the meal had concluded, I had eaten sea
urchin, jellyfish, barnacles and, most surprisingly, whale.

A few days later, I attended a barbecue. I sat alongside and communicated
(mostly through hand motions) with the locals of Ishinomaki. While we sat
and attempted to talk, a variety of different meats were brought to us, and of
course I was determined to try each one. While eating, I listened to heartfelt
stories of teens my age who had lost grandparents, parents, or siblings in the
tsunami. They wanted to share these stories with me and help me
understand the culture I was now a part of.

At the same time, they were amused by all the foods I was trying for the first
time, and I made them laugh with my facial expressions, enthusiastic noises and
rubbing of my belly. One boy even ran home to bring back new things to try. By
the end of the meal I had eaten several cow tongues, fried octopus, and the
testicles of a goat. Despite the intense stomach pain that I experienced from the
mass amount of food, I had never felt more connected to my hosts.

Food has allowed me to fully experience the places that I have traveled to. It
has given me the opportunity to fully throw myself into a culture and make
non-verbal connections, like enjoying new friendships while eating cow's
tongue in Ishinomaki, Japan.

Thanks,
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Chapter 6

I was fortunate enough to visit
Ishinomaki twice

Noah O'Neill

High School Students Exchange Program 2014 & 2016 participant

I have had the wonderful opportunity to participate in many areas of the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund exchange program in the past decade. I
first participated in the program in the summer of 2014, where I was able to
travel to Japan with a group of students from my school, including my
brother. After visiting Tokyo and staying with the YMCA program, we even
had the chance to complete a homestay where we attended several festivals
and were introduced to Japanese fireworks (which are much cooler than
American fireworks). During our trip, we visited the local schools and were
able to meet many of the children who were so fortunate to have been taught
by Taylor in previous years. This was my first trip to a different country, and
I cannot think of a better way to be fully immersed in a new culture with
such welcoming hosts.

The following year, my family was fortunate enough to reciprocate the host
role, as we hosted Kei and Goshi in our Virginia home the following
summer! During this week, we continued to build our friendship with our
Japanese guests by enjoying pizza dinners, Flying Squirrels Baseball games,
and even a pool party at the end of the week. While traveling to Japan was
truly an unforgettable experience, I think that being able to host Kei and
Goshi, in addition to sharing their genuine excitement for each new activity
we did, was just as impactful for me. Comparing and contrasting the
differences between the two countries in everything from sports, music,
video games, and even pets was definitely my favorite part of interacting
with our guests.

While I never would have thought this was possible, I was fortunate
enough to visit Japan with the program a second time in the summer of
2016! My first time participating in the program, I was one of the younger
students, so it was very interesting to see the program through another lens
as one of the older students on my second trip. My favorite part of the second
trip was getting to stay with Kei's family. While Kei was actually in the US
studying, I got to meet and stay with his entire family, including his parents,
grandparents, and his younger brother Yo. While we faced a very strong
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

language barrier, we found incredibly unique ways to get around this by
playing games, motioning with our hands, and slowly picking up key words
and phrases over the few days I stayed with the family. Out of my entire
experience with the program, these few days were the most memorable and
impactful for me. By the end of my time with Kei's family, I went from
being nervous about overcoming the language to feeling as though I was
with the family of incredibly close friend just like I would in the US. This
homestay experience opened my eyes to the true impact that the program has
of bringing cultures together. Without being able to communicate more than
a few words, we became lifelong friends and remain in contact via Facebook
to this day. I cannot thank the Anderson's enough for making this program
possible and for allowing me to have such a unique cultural experience
during my time in Japan.
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Chapter 6

The Most Memorable Connections through
TAMF is with Mr. & Mrs. Takanarita

Morgan Thweatt

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant
After studying at Hitotsubashi University, graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania 2020. From 2021, the Royal College of Art's Service Design MA in London.

I became involved with TAMF kind of out of the blue. I didn't go to St.
Catherine's, and I didn't personally know Taylor, but her story has continued
to be a part of my life since becoming involved with TAMF the summer of
2015. That summer I was away at Virginia Governor's Academy for
Japanese, a partial immersion language academy that was hosted at
Randolph Macon. Towards the end of my time there, I got a letter from my
parents telling me that shortly after I got back from the academy, we would
be hosting a student from Japan for a little under a week. My dad knows
Catherine Nexsen, and she had reached out to him asking if we would be
willing to host a student as part of the annual TAMF exchange. As far as
I'm aware, someone else had dropped out last minute, and they needed a
replacement.

My student, Sarina Takagi, or Sally, as I came to know her, and I became
fast friends. My family and I really enjoyed having her, and it was so fun to
meet all of the other students. The next summer, we were able to go to Japan
with TAMF and I was able to see her and meet her mother and little
brother. The most recent time I saw her was the summer of 2018 when I was
able to visit Sendai during a business trip during my internship. I was sadly
unable to see her this past year, but I know that we'll meet again one day!

I think one of the most lasting connections I made through TAMF was
with Mr. and Mrs. Takanarita. The summer of 2018 I ran into them out of
the blue at the train station in Odaiba! We were all incredibly surprised to
run into each other like that. It seemed like such a random place to both be
in at the same exact time. In the huge metropolis of Tokyo, Taylor brought
us back together once again. They invited me to come to dinner with 2018
kids, and funnily enough, some of the students who were there my year were
also at the dinner. It was so fun to catch up with them, and to also meet the
new group of TAMF students. When I went back to Tokyo for study abroad
the 2019-2020 school year, I of course met up with them again. They have
always been so kind and friendly, and I consider them to be my “family in
Japan.”
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Chapter 6

Soran Bushi,
danced in the United States

Asuna Abe Kanda University of International Studies
High School Students Exchange Program 2017 participant

I went to the United States to participate in the summer 2017 exchange
program. I participated in the program to thank Ms. Taylor's parents for
their support of my alma mater after the disaster and to share my experience
of the disaster with the American people.

The most memorable event in the program was the party held at Ms.
Taylor's parents' house. We performed Soranbushi to show the Japanese
culture. Seeing my host family wearing “Happi” and enjoying taking
pictures, I realized how important and fun it is to share the Japanese
culture with people. The following year, my host family came to Ishinomaki.
They were interested in hearing stories about the disaster and seeing the
disaster-hit areas, and we realized the importance of communicating things
that only people who actually experienced the disaster can tell.

After participating in this program, I have come to want to tell more
people about my hometown, Ishinomaki, the charm of Miyagi, and my
experience of the earthquake. I have learned and grown through this
program and have met an invaluable group of people. Thank you so much for

giving me this valuable experience.
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Chapter 6

“Change”

Ren Sato Kanazawa Institute of Technology
High School Students Exchange Program 2017 participant

In August 2017, under the TAMF program, I went on a homestay in
Richmond, United States. As this was my first visit to an English-speaking
country, I was unable to sleep on the plane before arriving and had negative
feelings of anxiety and nervousness.

With that anxiety and nervousness in my mind, I went through
immigration and headed to the Smith family home, where I would stay.
When I arrived, the Smith family came out to the front door and welcomed
me as part of their family member. Before I knew it, my anxieties were gone
and my emotions were naturally transformed into positive feelings about
learning and experiencing so much there. After that event, it was easy to
open up to each other, and we had a great time talking about various topics
and telling about Taylor Anderson's activities. Time passed like a flash and it
was already time go back to Japan.

I was a high school student at the time and now I am a university student
studying hard. I still clearly remember my experiences in the U.S., and to
make up for my lack of English skills, I am now focusing on my studies in
various fields, not to mention English. I intend to make my greatest efforts
so that I can make full use of my experiences three years ago for my future

path of my life.
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Chapter 6

TAMF has shown me

a new meaning to sisterhood

Haley Robb

High School Students Exchange Program 2018 participant
Studying Environmental Engineering at Lehigh University

To be a part of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund exchange program has
shown me a new meaning to sisterhood. I still remember sitting on the bleachers
during lunch at St. Catherine's, listening to our middle school head share that
there had been a natural disaster, and one of our saint-sisters was lost. In that
moment, I learned what tragedy meant: through the tears I cried for Taylor, I
cried for everyone lost, knowing that if one person I never met could be so
special to me, then each of the tens of thousands of others affected were just as
important.

I listened to stories of Taylor's kindness, her smile, the joy that she brought to
others, and the care that she put into teaching. I too strive to use love to change
lives and the world through education. I look up to my big sister, and I hope she
is proud of me for doing my best.

In high school, my family was able to participate in hosting a student from
Ishinomaki. My sister Eleanor and I were so excited to have a new sister visit, to
share our love, food, city, and space with her. Our bond grew over the week that
Minami stayed with us: although none of us were very good at eachothers'
languages, we used what few words we could to share laughter and light. I cried
when she left, knowing I would miss the joy she brought our home. When we
hugged three years later in Harajuku, I could still feel our sisterhood.

The next opportunity Eleanor and I had was to host two more students, Meimi
and Asuna. We were a little bit better at Japanese, but still worked hard to
communicate in other ways: we shared vocabulary, giggles, and frozen pizza. I
was blessed to be able to stay with Asuna's family when I visited Ishinomaki, and
I will be forever grateful for their hospitality and love. Although my Japanese
was not very good, I felt safe to learn in their space, naming foods at breakfast
and playing cards with Asuna's brothers who taught me colors and numbers.
They accepted me enough to form a bond of friendship that transcends language,
distance, and time. We all cried huge splashing tears as I boarded the train
leaving Ishinomaki.

We have been so fortunate to have been able to host a third time, most

recently our friend Sakura. Eleanor and I were older and more comfortable
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

experimenting with language, and how to show our love without it. We spent
time playing our favorite childhood games together, making treats, and splashing
in the river. I know that in the future when we share space again, our sisterhood
will be just as strong.

To join Richmond and Ishinomaki as sister cities and to continue to build this
bridge between the United States and Japan has changed my outlook on how I
can impact the world with love and the concrete value that that connection has.
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Chapter 6

Though travelling to
Japan was scary-:-*

Eleanor Robb

High School Students Exchange Program 2018 participant

St. Catherine's alumna Taylor Anderson was teaching English in Ishinomaki,
Japan in March 2011 when a deadly earthquake and tsunami struck. After
Taylor ensured that all of her students were safely picked up by their parents, she
began to bike home, but she never made it.

Her parents began receiving donations and started the Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund in her honor to continue to strengthen ties between Japanese
and American students. From personal experience, the fund has absolutely
succeeded in this goal. It has allowed my family to host twice, and in the
summer of 2018, my sister Haley and I were able to travel to Japan for a week
with three other American students.

In 2015 my family hosted Minami, a high school student a few years my
senior, and we finally met again in Tokyo. Because of her time with us and her
own interest, Minami is now in college for global studies and we're still in touch
today. That summer, in Ishinomaki, I was also reunited with our host students of
2017, Asuna and Meimi.

My sister stayed at Asuna's house, while I stayed at Meimi's, where her family,
having awaited my arrival for months, threw me a small welcoming party. Turns
out, Jenga and Uno are the ultimate universal games. But this trip wasn't just
about reuniting with old friends; I was also able to build meaningful
relationships with people I'd never met before over the span of just 7 days, both
American and Japanese. Kazuya, who entertained the group by playing guitar on
the bus and in down time, also took us to his ramen shop in Tokyo for lunch.
Koshirou also loved to sing and so they would duet sometimes. He also served as
somewhat of a translator for the group, being the most proficient in English. We
taught him how to say “antidisestablishmentarianism,” with some difficulty. And
even though we only spent a day with them, I loved talking about the differences
between American and Japanese schooling with Nao and Hiroki, both university
students who took the time to show us around their school and around Tokyo.

Experiences like visiting the American Embassy for a meeting, helping teach
English to kindergarteners, or practicing zen with a master Buddhist in a
beautiful temple were very important and educational parts of this trip, and
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

enriched my experience tenfold. My most memorable moments, however,
were those spent in friendship with other people my age: shopping in
Harajuku, visiting a hedgehog cafe, sharing our favorite music, collectively
dying in the Tokyo heat, going to karaoke and singing All Star by Smash
Mouth; these are the things that built our friendships and these are the
things I will remember for the rest of my life.

Travelling to Japan was scary; I didn't know how I would talk to anyone or
make any friends at all. But behind all the layers of different languages,
culture, and lifestyles, no culture is completely isolated from any other, and
what bleeds from one to the other is what gives us the common ground to
become friends.
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Chapter 6

My life goal Found

Kanata Fukuhara ishinomaki Commercial High School Miyagi Prefecture
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

First of all, I could not speak English at all. The reason why I decided to join
TAMF program was because I love movies and I had a strong yearning to go
abroad. Of course, I had apprehensions. I think my strong yearning for foreign
countries won over my worries. It's the same now, but back then I was willing to
try anything. That's how I felt back then. We made a lot of memories; we went to
live shows and made a lot of noise; we went to the pool, we sang in the car and
we played games together.

For me, it was like being in a movie. There are too many other fun memories
to write about.

I participated in TAMF 2019 program and found my life goal. It is to work in
the United States on my favorite area, film industry, in the future. Now I am
studying English every day to achieve that goal. I would like to thank everyone
at TAMF for giving me such an opportunity and for being so kind to me. I can't
thank my host family enough for welcoming me with kindness, and because of
my experience at TAMF 2019, I am now able to work hard towards my goal.

Thank you so much.
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Chapter 6

Tag Played together
on the Anderson's ground

Nao Hirayama Ishinomaki Nishi (West) High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

I joined this program because I wanted to experience real life English. I
remember feeling frustrated because I struggled to understand English spoken by
natives, even though I was confident of my English at school classes.

I spent about three days each in two cities, Richmond and DC. It was hard to
communicate in English, but my host family and the native English speakers
around me spoke slowly and tried their best to understand what I was saying, so
I had a great time.

The most memorable event for me was the party at the Anderson house. I was
overwhelmed by the size of the property. We played tag together on the grounds,
which was very memorable. It was the best thing that we could enjoy playing tag
with the locals, which I thought we could only do in Japan. Also, when we
played "Dojosukui” and "Soranbushi", people were very excited and I was very
happy that I was able to share Japanese culture with them.

It was only a week, but I was able to see the gap between real English and
English taught in Japan, the differences in food culture, the openness of
America, and many other things. As I am planning to go to a foreign language
university, this program gave me an opportunity to learn English in a more

practical way and I am very happy that I participated in this program.
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Chapter 6

Working to become
an international nurse

Sakura Miura Yokohama Central Hospital Affiliated Nursing School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

My first homestay gave me many happy memories and cultural stimulation.

I have been interested in foreign countries since I was a child, and
through my exposure to a lot of Western music and movies, I began to think
about working and living abroad. I have decided to become an international
nurse, which fulfilled both my previous dream of becoming a nurse and my
desire to work abroad.

Taylor Anderson's “will” was to become a bridge between Japan and the
United States. I was inspired by Andy and Jean's willingness to carry on
Taylor's legacy, and so I joined the TAMF International High School
Students Exchange Program. By participating in the project, I was inspired
to work even harder to achieve my dream. I believe that this dream is not
only mine, but also Taylor's legacy.

I will never forget her “will” and how grateful I am to Andy, Mr. & Mrs.
Takanarita, and all the people who have helped me in this project. I will
make full use of what I have gained from my participation in this project to
realize my dream. I hope to see you all again in good health. Thank you
very much for this valuable experience.
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Chapter 6

I am grateful to my two host families

YO Sugiyama Ishinomaki High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

I got to know Andy through my brother's participation in the TAMF study
program. When Andy visited Japan, I had the opportunity to talk with him at a
cafe in Ishinomaki. I was still in junior high school at the time, and I was too
nervous to speak well. However, as I spoke in broken English, I realized that I
wanted to go to the United States.

My dream came true and I went to the U.S. during the summer break of my
sophomore year in high school through the TAMF program. During my stay in
the U.S., neither of my two host families could speak Japanese. At first, I was
very anxious and thought it might be impossible to live in the U.S., but my host
families were very kind to me and I had made many happy memories. If my
English skills had been better then, we would have been able to communicate
with each other more.

Now, I am working hard for the university entrance examinations. When I am
admitted to the university of my choice, I would like to specialize in English
studies. And I definitely plan to go to the United States again someday. Thanks
to Andy and the rest of the TAMF members, I was able to set my goals. I am
truly grateful to them for giving me the great opportunity to do so. The world is
currently fighting COVID-19. The situation continues to be very difficult, but I
am confident that one day I will be able to go where I want to go and meet the
people I want to meet again.
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Chapter 6

Keep challenging myself in the future

Sae SaitO Ishinomaki Koubunkan High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

During summer vacation of my freshman year in high school, I was
invited by the Taylor Fund to participate in a week-long American exchange
program.

It was my first time abroad, my first time in the United States, and I was
excited about the challenge of new things, but at the same time, I was also
very anxious. I wondered if I would be able to spend a week without my
family, whom I could always rely on when I was in trouble. But those
worries disappeared the moment I arrived in America and met my host
family who welcomed me.

First, I spent three days in Richmond. My host family's house was really
big and surrounded by nature, so I was able to relax and enjoy it. As you can
imagine, we ate a lot of delicious food, such as big pizza and donuts, and
went shopping a lot, which was very entertaining. I spent the last three days
in Washington, D.C. The two sisters did their best to speak Japanese, and
my host mother made lunch boxes for me, so the family was very warm and
welcoming.

After participating in the program, I learned to enjoy the challenges
instead of being afraid of them. I had experienced that it was more fun to
talk to them even if I was afraid of making mistakes in grammar and words.

I would like to keep challenging myself in the future.
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Chapter 6

My perspective expanded to the world

Kobeni Takahashi ishinomaki High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

It has been a year and two months since I participated in this program.
But when I look at the photos and videos I have saved in my cell phone, I
remember many of my experiences as vividly as if it were yesterday.

I was impressed by the fact that things I had only seen in textbook photos
or on TV, such as the Capitol Building and the Lincoln Memorial, were now
right in front of my eyes, and I could feel the history of the United States on
a grand scale, something I cannot feel in Japan. The spread of COVID-19
has made me feel even more strongly that such an experience was invaluable.
It was also a wonderful experience to be able to feel human connections that
transcend borders through interaction with host families and other local
people. Through these experiences, I feel that my perspective expanded from
the Japanese level to the world level. I will continue to retain this broad
perception, and in the future, I hope to become a person who can be active
on the world stage.

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone involved in this program from the
bottom of my heart. Thank you so much.
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