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Chapter 5

Taylor Anderson: Pacific Cosmopolitan

Lauren Cohen Bell

Professor of Political Science, Dean of Academic Affairs
Randolph-Macon College Ashland, Virginia USA

In his 2011 book Pacific Cosmopolitans, Michael Auslin asserts that there is
no natural connection between the United States and Japan, and yet for
centuries, the people of both countries have sought out knowledge about the
other. Auslin refers to the travelers from Japan and the United States who set
off from their own shores during the 19th and early 20th centuries to discover
one another as “Pacific cosmopolitans.”

Today, Americans and Japanese still seek one another. In 2019 alone,
according to statistics made available by JTB Tourism Research and Consulting,
almost 3.6 million Japanese visited the United States, while 1.7 million
Americans visited Japan, continuing Japan's ranking as a top 15 destination
worldwide for U.S. travelers.

Taylor Anderson saw herself as a bridge between the U.S. and Japan and
sought to deepen the relationships between the people of both countries. She
was, to quote Auslin, a “pacific cosmopolitan,” and I think she would be pleased
by how far her dream of cultural exchange between the U.S. and Japan has
reached.

My employer, Randolph-Macon College, has received three grants in Taylor's
honor in the ten years since her death. These grants, including two from the
TOMODACHTI Initiative and Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund, have built on
Taylor's passion for cultural exchange between the U.S. and Japan. Largely as a
result of these grants, I've had the chance to travel to Japan on eleven separate
occasions since 2012. A total of 28 Randolph-Macon College faculty and staff
members in areas ranging from the fine arts to the social sciences to the natural
and mathematical sciences have had the same chance. Since 2012,
approximately 185 Randolph-Macon College students have traveled to Japan,
most supported by a grant in Taylor's honor. Since 2015, Randolph-Macon has
hosted multiple groups from Japanese universities and even the Japanese
government.

These opportunities to visit each other's countries and to get to know one
another quite simply would not have occurred if not for Taylor and for the Taylor

Anderson Memorial Fund that was started to honor her legacy. Both Taylor and
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the eponymous Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund have promoted understanding
and friendship between the people of her home country and her adopted one.

Today, I have real friendships with the people I have met in Ishinomaki,
Tokyo, and Kyoto, Japan. So do the students and other faculty who have visited
as part of the programs that were created in the years following her death. These
are people whom we would never have met, had it not been for Taylor. Taylor's
enduring legacy is the legions of Pacific cosmopolitans in both the U.S. and
Japan whom she continues to inspire.
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Our mutual endeavors continue to
make me feel refreshed and keep motivated

Mayumi Nakamura

Director of International Education
Randolph-Macon College Ashland, Virginia

Since 2011 I have been actively involved in programs partnered with
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund as a member of Randolph-Macon
College (R-MC), which is Taylor's alma mater. Many people's lives have
been altered to various degrees, and mine has certainly been no
exception. Taylor's steadfast determined spirit lives on even now and has
led us to many encounters in ways that we had never imagined. It goes
without saying that my crossing paths with Mr. and Mrs. Anderson on an
unforgettable day ten years ago has had a major impact on my outlook on
life. I have witnessed before my eyes how people around the Andersons,
near and far, encounter and gravitate each other, like the stars perfectly
aligned.

A series of those meaningful, miraculous coincidences have taught me
that life has its own purpose, regardless of distance, generations, or
borders that seemingly set us apart. Over the years of my involvement in
various activities and projects with the Fund, I began to even believe
that there was a reason why Taylor's and my paths never crossed during
her years at R-MC. The more stories I hear about her, the more curiosity
and desire I have found in myself for wanting to know her and people
surrounding her. She crossed the ocean to realize her dream. I often
compare her with myself and think I want to know more about her. As
cliché as it may sound, I have been able to find my “Ikigai”, purpose in
life, throughout the course of my engagement with those of you whom I
had the honor of meeting over the last decade.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to show my deepest
appreciation and gratitude toward Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund, people in Ishinomaki whom we now call
friends, and everybody who has been involved in our mutual endeavors
thus far. You all continue to make me feel refreshed and keep me
motivated every day and in difficult times like these. I truly look
forward to continuing to work together and seeing you all again in the

near future.
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Chapter 5

My Life and
the Taylor Reading Corner

Naomi Chiba TAMF Advisor

It is a miracle of fate how we encounter people in our lives. Some have a special
place in my heart even though we do not see each other often or have met each
other only once. For me, Taylor Anderson is certainly one of those special people.

I met Taylor the day after she arrived here in Ishinomaki in the summer of
2008. I was a member of an English conversation club for adults in the
community. She agreed to volunteer to tutor English and we had a welcoming
party for her and other teachers. I remember how she was so excited to be here to
teach English to children and young students. It was a longtime dream come true.
I attended her lessons once a month or so. She was always very lively and friendly.
She enjoyed every moment of her new life in Japan.

The Taylor Reading Corner was dedicated to the library in Ishinomaki Senshu
University; ISU, in 2015 where I work. Its focus was primarily on serving children
and young adults who lived in temporary housing around the University as a
direct result of the 3. 11 disaster. The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund provided
opportunities for survivors to read books and spend quiet time in a safe
environment. ISU library has been open not only for its students, faculty and staff,
but also for community residents. The reading corner has played a significant role
for reading, learning English, introducing foreign cultures and gaining a greater
understanding about the 3. 11 disaster. ISU has various lectures and talks based
on the books in the Taylor Reading Corner and has since received hundreds of
visitors from Japan and all over the world.

Ishinomaki Senshu University Library started a new program in collaboration
with Higashihama elementary school, HES, where a Taylor Reading corner was
presented in 2019. Higashihama elementary school consists of seven pupils located
in the Oshika peninsula. It is about one hour away by car from downtown
Ishinomaki. There are no public libraries in the region and oyster fishery is the
main industry there. ISU faculty and staff visit to share with the students their
love of reading, grasping new ideas, translating books from Japanese to English
and vice versa and playing cards written in English. I personally enjoy talking
about the oyster recipes from the English cook books there. These activities are
devised to stimulate children's sense of wonder and creativity. As Jean Anderson:
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Taylor's mother says “It is for children to have dreams through reading and to
explore the world as Taylor did”. I am truly honored to be a part of this

wonderful liaison between ISU and HES.

As of 2020, there are twenty Taylor Reading Corners throughout Ishinomaki.
The reading corners have so much to offer children, young students and
community people. The more I work with the reading corners, the more I

become interested in reading and English.

Taylor Reading Corners open doors to new horizons. They plant seeds of hope
after the 3.11disater and inspire people to be positive about the future. They

instill precious flower of optimism in every person they touch. I am certainly one

of them.

This survey questionnaire was conducted in September,
2020, 16 out of the 18 schools responded.

(by Naomi Chiba)

Have you been well informed about the Taylor reading corner?
OYes 14  @No/0  AUndecided 2

Do the students use the books in the Taylor reading corner?
OYes, 15 ®No, 1

If you answered Yes, How?

Lending DOOKS v evemenmentintitiie it 11
Reading books to students 3
Reading independently ««««««-ceeeevemiiiiinii 8
Do you use Taylor reading corner for class?

OYes, 10 ®No, 6

If you answered Yes, in what manner?
As foreign language tool and for foreign language activities «----oooeeeeees 7
For lessons with ALTs for lower grades —««««oeeeeeeeemmeiini. 2
International culture education «««««« - ooervoeieiii 3
Career development EAUCALION « v vv v vemrmeeeemeimnien ittt eeet e e ceeneeas 1
Library familiarity education ««««.ccccoooeerii 4
Disaster prevention education ««««««««« - oerreiiiiiii 2
During reading time students listen and read out loud in class ««---e--: 4

Do you need any additional information about the Taylor reading corner?

OYes, 31 O®No 118  AUndecided/1#¢  ANo Comment, /1%
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“Reading Okuno Hosomichi in English”
gathering and Taylor

Koichi Ohtsu TAMF Advisor

Organizer, Ohtsu English Studio
Former Professor, Ishinomaki Senshu University

Now that I'm in my seventies, my memories are deteriorating.

“Was he / she there at that time?”---I often ask myself, repenting I was not a
diary keeper.

About 12 years ago, at a shrine on the top of Ishinomaki's Hiyori-yama Hill, I
was invited as a lecturer to a cultural circle named “Let's read the English
version of ‘A Journey to the Deep North' by Matsuo Basho, a well-known Haiku
poet in the Edo period.”

Some 20 citizens took part and among them I saw some non-Japanese young
women, who lent their ears to my humble lecture, intently taking notes.

After the session, while I was
preparing to leave, those young
women came up to me and said :
“Thank you for your interesting
talk. We had a great time.” Adding
that they were ALTs or Assistant
Language Teachers from the USA.
And among them was Taylor, if my
memory serves me right.

After that I became friends with
them, and from time to time we
met and had dinner together. The
memory is not feeble; the photo shows the young lady on the left is none other
than Taylor.

How I was astounded to hear she died in the tsunami! “Why, why?” I asked to
myself again and again.

Everyone admits that Taylor cherished a lively interest in all kinds of Japanese
culture including Haiku, and that led to her wish : “I hope to be a bridge
between my loving Japan and my home , the USA.”

Respecting this aspiration of hers, her parents and family have built a bridge
called the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund or TAMF, which is becoming stouter
year by year.
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Chapter 5

Teaching at the elementary school
where Taylor once taught

Maiko Abe

Teacher of Watanoha Elementary School, Ishinomaki City

I met Taylor at a welcome party when she first came to Ishinomaki as an ALT.
She was always cheerful, outgoing and positive in everything she did, and before
I knew it, we had become friends.

In the three years since we met, she and her fellow ALTs in Ishinomaki City
have spent time together, holding weekly study sessions, going to seasonal events
and going to her favorite hot springs.

However, on March 11, 2011, just as she was looking forward to returning
home to the United States with many fond memories of her three years as an
ALT, Taylor's life was cut short by the tsunami that followed the Great East
Japan Earthquake.

When I heard of her death, it was so sudden that it was hard to accept it as
reality. I still have a feeling that somewhere she will soon appear with that
friendly smiling face.

At one point, I had the opportunity to speak with her parents. They said they
wanted to know and share memories of how Taylor lived in Japan. While I was
sharing my memories of our days together, along with the photos I had taken of
her, I remembered something she had told me one day and decided to tell them
about it.

“In the future, I want to be a bridge between Japan and America.” Those were
her words.

Shortly thereafter, I heard that Taylor's parents would be carrying on her work
to “build a bridge between Japan and America”. That was the Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund.

Among the Fund's activities, the Taylor-Bunko Reading Corner, is one that I
feel very close to, because I work at a school in Ishinomaki City. Not only do this
project provide an opportunity for many children to learn about Taylor, but it
also provides children with an opportunity to experience English through
picture books.

A decade later, I happen to be currently working at the elementary school
where Taylor worked. When I pass by the Taylor Reading Corner during
recess, I see children curiously picking up the books. I hope that many

N

- 8

oo 3

e

i oo B

N

ey

181



5 TAZ =& RENZELILTT»6DOEFM

F—TrR—=y ke T,

EDHEDHRTE ., 747 —3Chi
DIEEE DD D AETND
EREVHIZLEDHY . LTHH I
CAILHTERHHTT . DT
b H  TAT—SADEFEAL D
B30 TR eRP@ELT
T b RIS AR A2 52T
{hE7.,

D G104E, BRI B Be e »®
B LTOINEBUZED TV E T ARAENCTA 7 DR #38 5 L | Tkl b
R Z IR FICIBA R 2 R 2T PRO/NS AR GRS B FUI D e h Bk /-
LHIKSAFETNABZ LR -TVET,

1A= TR RBHERHE LT AL LDALINEI LN TEEL
o Zb 21 TAS—3AP BB L - TN DREF LBV ET,

IND6H . TAT—SALDBOHLLLIZ AR ML DEIH DI LIHRIKLT

VWLV EESTVET,
FAS—SADTHHE L., TAS—HRES DL ELLDEHD I N E TORENIK
L LR,

182

Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

children will grow up from a small school bookshelf that leads to a larger
world.

I have also been able to meet many people myself through the Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund. I believe that Taylor has been a bridge for me as
well.

I hope to continue to retain Taylor's memories and to challenge myself to
do as much as she did.

I would like to thank Taylor's parents and the many people involved with
the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund for all the work they have done so far.
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The phonics reference chart
for the Japanese people

Kyoko Sasaki

Representative of Taylor readers project

In 2017, I finally completed the phonics reference chart for the Japanese
people. It had already been three years since I started the jigsaw puzzle of
creating a list of phonics that no one had ever seen before, even though I am not
good at English and puzzles. I didn't even know what kind of phonics pieces were
in front of me, plus the task of creating an original complete diagram. If I had
known it would be so hard and time-consuming, would I have started?

It all started with reading English picture books of the Taylor Reading Corner.
Reading to children alone would not help them learn to read English. I was wondering
how to teach English to the children and that's when I came across the Jolly Phonics,
which is taught in schools in the UK. This Jolly Phonics was a ray of light as it taught
me how to read English, the sound of the alphabet, in a multi-sensory way.

But teaching Jolly Phonics didn't give us the whole picture. Now, we can't teach
English without having the certainty of where we are in the overall English reading
process. We analyzed the English reading system one by one and picked out the
words. Gradually, the pieces of the phonics puzzle began to emerge. We got to the
point where the pieces had consonants, short vowels, long vowels, and other vowels.
The next task was to make a complete diagram, or reference chart, of these which
can be understood at a glance.

English is written horizontally. But, if you line up English words horizontally, it's
hard to tell what's different. I tried laying them out vertically as in Japanese. Then
the differences became clearer. Then I categorized the words by short vowels, long
vowels and other vowels. It became even easier to understand. Finally, I arranged the
words “aiueo” in the order of their Japanese counterparts, because I knew that
Japanese people have a habit of reading Roman characters. This made me possible to
realize that the English and Japanese pronunciations are completely different. Thus, I
created a phonics reference chart that no one had ever seen before, and that anyone
who had studied English before could understand at a glance.

My dream. It is my dream that this reference chart will be adopted by schools so
that children will be able to read English books in the Taylor Reading Corner on
their own. I want to make this reference chart available to as many people as possible
for the day when that day comes.
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Almost all the students
obtained jobs they wanted

Yuichi Kato

Principal
Sendai YMCA International Hotel and Pastry School

First of all, I would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Anderson for their great
efforts which have provided our students with generous support from the Taylor
Anderson Scholarship program in the past nine years. More than 25 graduates
were able to continue their studies and acquire jobs. Almost all the students
obtained jobs they wanted, such as the Imperial Hotel Tokyo, the Ritz Carlton
Tokyo, the Yokohama Royal Park Hotel, etc. This year, 20 students applied for
scholarship because they were unable to get part-time jobs and lost opportunities
for internship programs at hotels due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson always extended their warm hearts to our students.
They were pleased to see the improvement in the students’ English ability by
watching the videos which the students sent them. Our students’dream are to
become a hotelier to welcome guest from all over the world, or a patissier.
Speaking English is very important, but there is few opportunity for students to
use English besides English conversation classes two hours a week. Thus, it was
a good opportunity for them to make a special report in English. Some students
working at major hotels such as those indicated above are able to use English
more often. Such experiences are great opportunities for them to strengthen
their English skills. I believe Taylor, their English teacher who had a strong
desire to teach Japanese youth, lead them to do so.

When I contacted Mr. Anderson by mail for the first time, he introduced
himself as follows;

“Dear Mr. Kato, I grew up going to the YMCA and my wife and I had our first
date at the YMCA when we were 15. My children all grew up going to the YMCA
and Jean and I have spent many hours exercising at the YMCA. I have been on the
board of my local YMCA 15 or more years, therefore, for me the YMCA has always

been part of my life and has been very beneficial in many ways.”

I am grateful for this encounter with Mr. Anderson, it’s not just because I am
a YMCA staff, and I would like to maintain this precious connection. Taylor
brought this opportunity, but surprisingly we were connected for many years
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

through the "YMCA.” That is why I feel strongly about this program, and I
believe it is the same for the Andersons. I would like to continue to pass on the
dreams that Taylor wanted to realize and her parents’ thoughts through our
students. The COVID-19 pandemic makes it difficult for people to connect. The
students are faced with difficult situations. At such a time, it is all the more
important to understand the value of connection. I would like to express my
gratitude for being connected despite our physical distances.

Again I would like to thank you for your continued support to our students.
May God bless the Anderson family and those concerned with this program.
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A copy of Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun,
"Big Memories from America" published on
December 11, 2019.
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Chapter 5

Children’s Newspaper

Michiko Ota

President of The Institute for Children and Future

It is often said that people in the Tohoku region are compassionate, but not
very good at expressing themselves. I was born and raised in Ishinomaki and
went to university in Tokyo, and I was completely overwhelmed by the expressive
power of my fellow students from all over the country. Thereafter, I had been
living my life with an inferiority complex about expressing myself, thinking that
“the people who understand me are enough to be around”. However, the Great
East Japan Earthquake changed that. The unprecedented situation cut off the
dissemination of information, and many people were worried about children in
the region, asking “What kind of support is needed?” Despite the fact that they
contacted me, we were in a dilemma of not being able to communicate the
situation. It would be ideal if the children could communicate their situation on
their own, but more importantly, I felt that the world would not grow further if
the children of the next generation were tormented by the same inferiority
complex that I had. Therefore, I decided to start a newspaper to train the
children to communicate their current situation and to have a media outlet for
that purpose. At the end of 2011, with the cooperation of the Ishinomaki Hibi
Shinbun, a local newspaper with more than 100 years of history, we began to
conduct a workshop to train reporters and conduct interviews. On March 11,
2012, Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun was born.

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund has been our supporter since 2016. An
article “Americans Caught up in the Earthquake - What Ms. Taylor Anderson
Left Behind in Ishinomaki” was published on the front page of Issue 27, on
September 11, 2018 which consisted of interviews with Chika Yoda and Ayaka
Matsukawa, who were students of Ms. Anderson. Ms. Matsukawa is also a
reporter who participated in the first issue of the newspaper. Ms. Yoda has been
influenced by Ms. Anderson and became an English teacher, and later, we asked
her to interpret for our interview with the Andersons, who came to Japan in
2019. This interview was published on June 11, 2019. We have interviewed
many others since then, and in Issue 32, published on December 11, 2019, we
published an article “Big Memories from America,” by our reporter, Sae Saito,
who briefly studied in Richmond with the support of the Fund. Ms. Saito was
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

awarded the Taylor Anderson Prize at the English Speech Contest the year
before.

We would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Anderson for visiting Japan many times,
in addition to Ambassador Fujisaki, Mr. Takanarita, and everyone else involved
for their affection for the children of the community.
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Biblio Battle Workshop
for many children in Ishinomaki

Harumi Yoda

EHON (children's picture books) expert
President of Ishinomaki Taylor Readers Workshop for Promoting Children's Reading
Representative of Hitotsubo Bookstore & Library

Every year we visit the elementary schools where Taylor Reading Corners
are set up, starting with Inai Elementary School in 2018, Kazuma Elementary
School in 2019, and Kama Elementary School in 2020. At these visits, we
hold workshops for the students to experience a book introduction
communication game called Biblio Battle. Last year and the year before, we
visited the schools together with student volunteers from the Ishinomaki
Senshu University, which not only gave the children the opportunity to come
into contact with many books, but also provided a valuable experience for the
students to interact with the children. The 2018 workshop has also expanded
to become a training ground for school librarians. Unfortunately, we were not
able to get student volunteers to help us this year from the perspective of
preventing the spread of the new coronavirus infection, but we were able to
gain cooperation from a lot of volunteers in general to help us raise awareness
about children's reading activities.

Although I have never met Taylor Anderson in person, I often heard about
her from my son and daughter who were students at Inai Junior High School
while she was alive. As a facilitator for the Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo
Shinbun, I had the opportunity to work with the children reporters on feature
articles on the Taylor Reading Corners, and we visited the schools where she
had taught. Therefore, today I feel as though I had known Taylor quite well.

Taylor, who loved to read, made her dreams come true by reading a lot of
books. In the future, I think it will become all the more important for
children to read. Meanwhile, the amount of time children spends on reading
is decreasing year by year. About 32.8% of high school students do not read on
a regular basis. Unfortunately, the amount of time students spend on reading
is lower in the Ishinomaki area than the average for Miyagi Prefecture or the
rest of Japan. Therefore, it is vital for children to have books around them. To
rectify this situation, we cannot do without the Taylor Reading Corners. It is
also important to create opportunities for as many children as possible to have
access to books.

We will continue to hold Biblio Battle workshops and hope that many
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children in Ishinomaki will read as many books as possible. In the future, we
hope to hold workshops using English picture books to get the children of
Ishinomaki interested in the English language, which Taylor had worked so
hard in teaching.
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Grief Care

Chiho Shimura

Representative Director, Kokoro Smile Project Inc.

Based in Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture, KOKORO SMILE PROJECT
provides; grief care for children who have lost precious family members in the
Great East Japan Earthquake; support for children who have not attended school
by creating a place for them and providing them with mental health care to
return to school; and support for mothers who have lost their children; and
mental support for all those who are not embraced by government and NPO
assistances. This is a general incorporated association that provides
compassionate care for children and parents who have lost their loved ones.

Since March 2011, a group of volunteers launched a number of activities to
provide support to the many children in the affected areas, including support for
schools and nursery schools in the form of supplies and school lunches, operation
of children's clubs in the affected elementary schools, and support for the
learning of junior and senior high school students.

One of our support activities for schools has been and continues to be a
popular program, the “Candy Store Wagon” shopping experience.

The “Candy Store Wagon” began as follows. One school which building has
been completely demolished requested “We would like to hold an all-school field
trip that was cancelled due to the earthquake, but most families have lost their
jobs and are not in a position to have their children bring their own lunches.
Would you provide lunch boxes?” Of course, we gladly agreed to provide lunch
boxes, but the field trip reminded me of the joy of grabbing a 100 yen coin and
going out to buy snacks, and the joy of eating snacks with friends. I wanted the
children, who had been living in shelters and eating only what they were given,
to experience the joy of choosing their own snacks, so I planned to open an
improvised candy store at the school and give them the opportunity to experience
shopping.

Children were given a 500 yen fake coin, and were given the opportunity to
pick out their favorite snacks by calculating the sum of their prices at the
register. If the purchased snacks come to the exact amount of 500 yen, they
would be awarded with a right to draw a lottery.

This was a great opportunity for all children to have fun while learning the
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social experience of shopping, the arithmetic skills of calculating, standing in
line at the cash register, and the basic manners of daily life through experience.
The children and their teachers loved it. The Taylor Fund has endorsed this
activity, and we are grateful to them for their support for three years from 2015.
The smiles on the children's faces as they held the snacks in their hands despite
the difficult environment is truly a testament to your support. We would like to
thank you all for your support.

March 2021 will mark the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Although there has been tangible progress in terms of physical
reconstruction, there are many children who are still suffering from the
emotional scars of the disaster, and many of them are carrying new grief as they
grow up. We intend to support each one of the children to have hope for the
future, by changing their experiences into new energy, toward a better life.

In the future, we aim to become a center of mutual support and mental health
care, spreading the concept of “Grief Care” and creating a community system to
support children who have been hurt.

B || Ty

Heow ||

B
4
B

~

o |

201



