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Chapter 4

Wishing that
I had known her personally......

Douglas Erber

Former President (2003-2020)
Japan America Society of Southern California

I wish I had known Taylor Anderson personally.

After becoming friends with Taylor's family and with her many dear
friends in Ishinomaki, I have learned she was an exceptional, intelligent,
beautiful and wonderful woman.

Like Taylor, I taught English in Japanese schools for two years after
graduating from university. So I appreciate her passion for serving as a
positive role model and bridge for friendship and understanding among
Japanese and Americans.

This is a brief summary of how I got to know Taylor, her family, and all
the wonderful people who continue to be part of Taylor's beautiful life, and
who continue to work to help those affected by one of Japan's worst
calamities.

The Japan America Society of Southern California was founded in 1909 to
build meaningful relationships between Japanese and Americans. Four
times during its illustrious history, the JASSC managed relief fund
campaigns to help those affected by large natural disasters in Japan. Within
hours after 3.11, the JASSC created its 2011 Japan Relief Fund (JRF),
which ultimately raised more than $1.5 million to directly help victims of
the disaster through NPOs in Japan. One of those organizations is the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund.

We learned about the TAMF from Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, who
serves as co-chair, along with Taylor's father, Andy Anderson. Inspired by
what the all-volunteer organization was accomplishing, we asked for more
information and later received a proposal from Andy.

The JASSC Board of Directors was impressed that the TAMF was
supporting similar projects we had funded for children's homes
(“orphanages”) in Fukushima. They also liked the TAMF's addressing
PTSD affecting children. Most importantly, they admired the Taylor Bunko
(special wooden shelving filled with Japanese and English language books),
which will positively benefit students for many generations.

In March 2014, the JASSC Board of Directors unanimously approved a
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"JASSC Friendship Delegation to Tohoku" visited
Kokoro Smile Project in Ishinomaki.
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$50,000 tranche to support the TAMF. A second $50,000 tranche was made
to the TAMF in October 2015, and a third tranche of $36,250 was made in
March 2019.

For the JASSC's 105th Anniversary Dinner, we honored posthumously
Taylor Anderson and Montgomery Dickson. Both were teachers who served
as bridges between Japan and America. Members of Taylor and
Montgomery's families were present to accept the JASSC's prestigious
Kokusai Shimin Sho “International Citizens Award”. The 500 attending
guests honored Taylor and Montgomery, and their families, with an
unprecedented, extended, and very emotional standing ovation.

During the gala, I wore a necklace gifted to me by Shinichi Endo, the
master carpenter who builds each unique Taylor Bunko. Shinichi and his
wife, Ryoko, tragically lost their three young children to the tsunami. As a
loving tribute to his children, and to Taylor, Shinichi creates necklaces with
two “petals”, one made of Japanese cherry wood, the other made of American
redwood. The beautiful sound the necklace makes when the two petals tap
together represent the relationship between Japanese and Americans.

In September 2014, a “JASSC Friendship Delegation to Tohoku” visited
Ishinomaki. Everyone who knows and loves Taylor and her family joined us.
Friendship and goodwill filled the air. One of the best visits was to
Shinichi's “Rainbow Bridge”, a large wooden structure he built in honor and
in tribute to his three children. The warm and gorgeous day came to a close
with a beautiful sunset. It was such a wonderful time. Nobody wanted the
day to end.

It was Taylor who brought us together that day--+ we all felt she was with
us.

In 2015, I visited Ishinomaki twice. The first visit was in June when
-once again- I witnessed the outstanding work of the TAMF. With TAMF
funding, Ryoko and Shinichi Endo, who have dedicated their lives to
nurturing children, arranged and managed an oni-gokko tournament at
Mangokuura Elementary School's gymnasium (oni-gokko is a team game
similar to “capture the flag”). This tournament benefits children from as far
away as Fukushima. More importantly, it encourages children who are
reluctant to return to school, because they continue to associate school with
the disaster. The Endos even participated in the fun games!

The second visit was one of my best experiences in 30 years of traveling to
Japan.

Andy and Jean generously invited me to join them on their annual visit to
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Ishinomaki in November 2015. At first I was hesitant to accept because,
similar to my first visit with the Endos, as a parent, I could not imagine
what an enormously emotional and very personal experience it would be to
visit the place where your child was taken from you. After speaking with
Andy a few times, I accepted their invitation. And I am so happy I did.
What I experienced on that trip with the Andersons continues to overwhelm
me with wonderful memories and deep emotion.

We were lovingly greeted by all of Taylor's dear friends and TAMF board
members and volunteers. There were visits to many Taylor Bunko, readings
by Jean and Andy to students, planted flowers at the Ishinomaki Playground
Project, interviews with Japanese media, sightseeing, and heartfelt visits
with Taylor's former students. I even joined Andy and Jean in a soccer game
with students at Taylor's favorite kindergarten. After soccer, Andy played
piano in the school's assembly hall as Jeanne danced with the
kindergarteners. Other wonderful experiences on that trip included a
traditional dinner generously hosted by Megumi and Toru Takanarita.
Miyuki Nishimura and her husband warmly opened their rebuilt home for a
group of us to enjoy a delicious dinner and extremely fun evening, followed
the next day by a wonderful hike up Mt. Otakamori. I still cannot believe
how privileged I was to join Andy and Jean on that visit. Once again, I felt
Taylor was with us.

I am a better person for knowing Taylor through her wonderful, loving
family and friends.

With love and friendship
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Remembering Taylor :
The Spirit of TOMODACHI

Suzanne Basalla
President and CEO, U.S.-Japan Council

I never had the honor of meeting Taylor, but I am inspired by the positive
influence that she had on her community and students during her time as a
JET in Ishinomaki. Losing Taylor was shocking and left us all bereft even if
we didn't know her personally. On March 11, 2011, I was the Senior Advisor
to then-U.S. Ambassador to Japan John Roos. I recall the extraordinarily
heavy heart with which he spoke to Taylor's family upon learning of her
tragic death. Through my time at the Embassy, and then with the
educational nonprofit the U.S.-Japan Council, I have had the opportunity to
see how her loving family and community have honored her short life
through activities that have had lasting impact.

In fact, Taylor and her fellow JET, Monty Dickson, who also lost his life
in the tsunami, became two of the inspirations for the creation of the
TOMODACHI Initiative. TOMODACHI is a public-private partnership
between the U.S. Embassy in Japan and the U.S.-Japan Council, with
support from the Government of Japan. It was created to connect young
people between the United States and Japan, and to give hope especially to
the youth in devastated communities of Tohoku. Since its inception,
TOMODACHI has welcomed over 8,600 young people from both the United
States and Japan to more than 300 programs that have offered them
life-changing opportunities to expand their global education, learn more
about foreign culture and make new friends.

In Taylor's honor, TOMODACHI has supported a number of programs for
the youth of Ishinomaki. TOMODACHI was especially pleased to directly
fund several programs to honor Taylor's memory. In 2012, TOMODACHI
supported the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund's YMCA Youth Exchange
Program, inviting Taylor's former students for a short-term visit to the
States. Seven Junior high school students in Ishinomaki City were given an
opportunity to visit Washington DC, Richmond and other places.
TOMODACHI also funded the 2015-16 TOMODACHI Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund Research Exchange Program, connecting students and their
faculty advisors between Randolph Macon College and Ishinomaki Senshu
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University. Through reciprocal visits between the two schools, participants
explored research of mutual interest, conducted field work and held
exchange programs. These programs were generously made possible by the
Fund for Exchanges, supported by Toyota Motor Corporation, Mitsubishi
Corporation, and Hitachi, Ltd., which funded these specific TOMODACHI
programs.

I am sure that Taylor's family, friends, students and community all miss
her each and every day. I hope that they can all take a measure of peace and
comfort knowing that Taylor's love of young people, her commitment to her
community, her dedication to education, her example of service and her
enjoyment of U.S.-Japan relations have helped spark an entire movement,
the TOMODACHTI Initiative. Through TOMODACHI, communities
important to Taylor, such as Ishinomaki and Randolph Macon College, have
built new ties and her values and example have reached young people of
both nations.
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“Touching Hearts Everyday”

Jason Hyland

Former Chargé d'Affaires ad interim,
U.S. Embassy in Japan

I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to support the Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund and to witness its good works in Tohoku.

I first went to the Taylor's Reading Corner in Ishinomaki in 2017, when I
was Charge d'Affaires at US Embassy Tokyo. My late mother, Betty Hyland,
was a writer and I know she would have been very proud when I donated
several of her books to the Corner. Just making that simple donation gave
me a sense of peace and joy.

I met there several people whose lives were touched indirectly by Taylor,
and it made a powerful impression on me. One woman from Ishinomaki
recounted how difficult it was for her to heal from the guilt connected to
surviving the March 2011 tsunami while losing her loved ones. Although
she had never met Taylor, she told me that volunteering at the Reading
Corner brought her peace. I sensed how Taylor's spirit had reached across
time to ease her pain. I also met Mr. Shinichi Endo and his wife, who lost
their three children in the tsunami. He builds beautiful wooden bookshelves
for Taylor's Reading Corners, and in so doing seeks to heal.

Then MGM Resorts International Chairman Jim Murren, and his wife,
Heather Murren, visited the Reading Corner in 2019 made a personal
donation that allowed Mr. Endo to build beautiful bookshelves for several
schools in and near Ishinomaki. I had the honor to travel there in February
2020, representing Jim and Heather, with Japan's former Ambassador to the
United States Ichiro Fujisaki and enjoy a very lively time with the students
and teachers. I met Mr. Endo there as well. It was a day of joy, as I know
Andy and Jean Anderson envisioned when they created the Fund in Taylor's
memory. I was struck by how much depopulation of this rural area has
affected the schools -- a junior high school had only four students, and an
elementary school with about 16 students -- and yet the teachers, staff and
students carry on with great vigor and dedication. We all had great fun
presenting the bookshelves, and also hearing musical productions --
including a song from the Broadway Musical "Cats"! -- and simply talking
with the kids.
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I believe that Taylor's shining spirit indeed endures in Tohoku and
beyond, and is actively continuing her good works. I have witnessed these
miracles myself. I have found, for myself, that returning to Tohoku, whether
to visit one of Taylor's Reading Corners or support other local projects, helps
me. I wish the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund further success.
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Thoughts on the Taylor Fund's
10th Anniversary

Shoichiro Toyoda

The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, 10 years ago, was the
biggest disaster to hit Japan after the WWII. Many countries around the world
extended helping hands to us. Among them, the United States was special.
Operation Tomodachi, for example, impressed all Japanese people.

I also have a special memory of relationship with the U.S. In the 1980s,
when Japanese automobile exports to the U.S. were increasing and friction was
occurring, Toyota, decided to start production in the US. In December 1985,
the governor of Kentucky Ms. Martha Collins and I, as president of Toyota
Motors, made an announcement in Kentucky to that effect. Today, our
production of passenger cars in the US is twice as large as exports from Japan.
In addition to Governor Collins, I have made many friends in the United
States, including Mr. Mondale, former Vice President and the U.S.
Ambassador to Japan.

I learned that a young American woman was killed in the tsunami after
evacuating her students during the above-mentioned disaster. She was teaching
English in Ishinomaki, fulfilling her childhood dream of becoming an English
teacher in Japan and building a bridge between the U.S. and Japan. It was
truly unfortunate. I was very moved to hear that her parents have decided to
work on behalf of their daughter to create a fund to help donate children's
English books and to carry out student exchanges. It must not be so easy for a
bereaved family to do such things. In view of my relations with the United
States, I have decided to privately assist the fund. I sincerely hope that this
fund will continue to play an important role in connecting Japan and the
United States at the grassroots.
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Chapter 4

Helping hand from “Bridging via Food”

Atsuko Fujimoto

President of “Bridging via Food”

“Bridging via Food” is a project to connect producers of nutritious and
epicurean foods, local authorities, chefs and we the consumers. Chefs who are
creative and good at using these products collaborate with us. We work with
local authorities who are promoting their products. And, last but not least,
there are us consumers who enjoy the food and make ourselves healthy.

We visit local farms to learn about the hardship and joy of the farmers, and
sometimes we involved ourselves in sowing the seeds in the field or rejoice in
the bounty of the earth at the time of harvest.

At lunches of the “Bridging via Food”, we invite experts to talk about
cooking methods, nutrition and how to protect the environment, while selling
specialty products from the producing regions. For a local community, it is an
unusual opportunity to hold a two-week event introducing their local products
directly in Tokyo. Especially so, because “Bridging via Food” consists of 160
influential people in many fields and they contribute to publicity effects.
Everyone has been pleased with our progress. We have developed a trust
relationship with the producers by visiting the area repeatedly. The
participants have become more and more interested in food, and we have also
established a channel with the producers so that we can directly send the voice
of consumers. Everyone likes to eat good food, which forms our body. How the
food we eat every day is produced and delivered to us is something I wanted to
see for myself and is the reason I started this project. The introduction of
producers is done by the governments of each prefecture. I do not have any
intention to turn this into a business. Rather we have been listening to and
donating to small local producers so that they can grow bigger.

Fortunately, “Bridging via Food” has been held for more than 10 years as a
friendly gathering. After the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, we thought
about how we could contribute in some way to the disaster affected areas.
Three years after the disaster, we started a charity event named “Pray for the
recovery of Tohoku” and invited a doll maker from Kyoto and presented
Japanese style Hina Matsuri (Dolls Festival which is traditionally held on
March 3rd). A mini bazaar was also held with the help of many vendors.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

Participants showed their support for the reconstruction of the Tohoku region,
and the proceeds from the bazaar were donated to the TAMF, which is a
charity organization my close friend is involved in which supports children in
Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture. In 2016, I went to Ishinomaki myself with
people from the TAMF. On the way to Ishinomaki, we saw the newly
constructed houses on the plateau and I wondered what the landscape looked
like before the disaster.

I heard that Taylor's dream was to become a "bridge between Japan and the
United States". We would be happy if we could contribute albeit small to make
her dream come true and the children in Ishinomaki would learn more about
the United States and study English.
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Logo of ishinomaKimono

"The heartfelt outreach of Ishinomaki
women to strangers in Taylor's home
country who lent a hand in support.”

Chapter 4

The Eternal Gift of Taylor Anderson

Susan Hvalsoe Komori

American lawyer and senior editor
for the Japanese news and opinion website, JAPAN Forward.

Water. Its awesome power brings us life, even as it wreaks terror upon the
land and humanity. Just as this ancient knowledge begins to fade from our
consciousness, the earth shakes and arouses the mighty Pacific to steal the
peaceful beauty and abundance of Northeast Japan, leaving behind a new
ocean of tears.

March 11, 2011. Young, radiant, full of life, the Pacific took Taylor with one
mammoth wave, but it could not quench her love which grew stronger and
greater into one with the air we breathe. She was like that, shining, giving, at
one with those around her - the children in her care, her friends, her family,
the schools where she taught and those who welcomed her to Japan. Now, 10
years after she was stolen by the powerful tsunami, her love continues to grow
and inspire others to help with the healing of those left behind.

We see Taylor's smile in every children's book that fills the Taylor Anderson
Reading Corners of the schools she graced, with the bookshelves built by
victims of that awful wave. We see her caring in the aid to homes for children
whose parents were taken with Taylor that day. We see it in the purpose of the
ishinomaKimono women who lost everything, their homes, their children,
their parents, their partners, who worked through their pain as they fashioned
greeting cards from kimono scraps, reaching for Taylor's hand through
strangers, and drawing in their help.

In America, it was Taylor's all-American smile that made the tsunami
personal and real. She inspired schools and classes to make tens of thousands
of origami cranes in prayer, find sister cities in the Tohoku region to send help,
make silk flowers for donations, and learn how to follow her footsteps to teach
in Japan.

Her smile and story were widely shared, bringing believability to the legends
of devastation, humility, and discipline in the face of chaos found in Northeast
Japan. Taylor's story reached even the national institutions, including the
Smithsonian Institution, which stretched out its hand because of Taylor, and
made the decision to help the women of ishinomaKimono by selling their cards
in America's National Gallery of Art.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

In the wake of the devastation that enveloped Northeast Japan and the
nuclear crisis that followed nearby, it was Taylor's unquenchable caring and
optimism that guided her family to expand what she started and help those left
behind. She was the bridge that connected hearts and hands on two sides of
that awful, awesome ocean, and opened the doors of strangers for
humanitarian purposes. As Northeast Japan rebuilds, we are strangers no
more, but friends celebrating the potency of the eternal gift of Taylor's life.

Whether we knew her or not - and I did not until after that day - Taylor will
forever inspire our lives in ways ever so much more powerful than the water
that took hers.
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Chapter 4

The Anderson's 10-year Path

Miki Ebara

International Broadcasting Center,
Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK)

I was a correspondent in New York at the time of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. A few days later after the disaster, I learned that there was a family
in Virginia seeking information about their missing daughter. I telephoned them
and they agreed to let me interview them. At their home just outside of
Richmond, Jean and Andy Anderson were red-eyed as they barely slept keeping
in touch with the Japanese Embassy and other people concerned. The Andersons
responded to our interview with sincerity, in the hope to convey information
about their daughter to Japan with a little more hope. They said that their
daughter, after seeing the frightened schoolchildren evacuated from their school
had calmed down, went back home on a bicycle. And thereafter disappeared. She
may be in a shelter somewhere. The news that an American woman was missing
in Ishinomaki was broadcasted in Japan.

Shortly afterwards, Andy called me on the phone, saying, “I want to go look
for my daughter in Japan. Do you think it is appropriate for me to do so?” “Of
course. I'm sure your daughter is waiting for you. Why do you ask?” I then
asked, “What do you want to do?” and Andy said something I'll never forget. “I
want to go there as soon as possible,” he said. “But I don't know if it may disrupt
the activities by the police and the Self-Defense Forces.” Andy and Jean's concern
for their daughter's safety, while at the same time not wanting to be in the way of
the search efforts, was a lurid illustration of their personalities.

It's been 10 years since then. Rather than disliking Japan where their beloved
daughter had disappeared, they have continued her legacy to support in “Japan,
the country she loved”, perhaps even more than she would have done. I have
reported on the couple's journey at various points in their lives, but the reason
they have been able to overcome their grief to this point is because of the local
people who have supported their activities despite the hardships they have
experienced, the school officials and volunteers, and the generous donations
extended to the Fund by people of both Japan and the United States.

May the road Jean and Andy have walked with the support of so many
people in the US and Japan continue into the future, inspiring many more

along the way!
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Chapter 4

Honoring Taylor : Bridge Builder

Regge Life

Producer/Director of LIVE YOUR DREAM:
The Taylor Anderson Story
Founder and Executive Director of Global Film Network Inc.

I cannot recall when I first heard Taylor's name mentioned. I have
connections to the Japan community in Washington and particularly the
Japan US Friendship Commission who made it possible for me to go to
Japan in 1990. I contacted Paige Cottingham Streater the Executive
Director to find out if any Americans in Japan had been impacted by the
tragedy and I think that was the first time I heard Taylor's name and the
connection to the JET program. Mia Hunt, a JET teacher in Iwate was one
of the participants in my first film in Japan, STRUGGLE AND SUCCESS,
so I was aware of the impact JET teachers make in Japan. At that time, I
asked Paige if she had the opportunity, to pass on my condolences to the
Anderson family.

Like everyone stateside with a connection to Japan, I waited to hear more
about Taylor and in the coming weeks, also I learned the name of another
American who was lost, Monty Dickson. It was not until mid-summer that I
reached out to Paige again to see if she could put me in touch with the
Anderson family. A very simple email to Andy and Jean Anderson started a
continuing conversation. His openness about Taylor and her time as a JET in
Japan was very moving. In the fall of 2011, I was planning a trip to Japan
for my film COCKTAIL PARTY and I told Andy about my trip. I delicately
asked if he would mind if I made a trip up to Ishinomaki to meet some of
Taylor's friends, fellow JET teachers and acquaintances in the town. Andy
was more than happy to make introductions for me and so a trip to Miyagi
was added.

It was October, seven months after the earthquake and tsunami but still
travel directly to Ishinomaki was not possible. I remember taking the
Shinkansen to Sendai and then a local train to the last operating train
station before being met by one of Taylor's friends. We were still 45 minutes
from Ishinomaki. I had seen the coverage on NHK in March, but now, on
the ground the impact was overwhelming. You could see the watermarks on
buildings that had survived the tsunami. I was stunned by the height and of

course, still mounds of debris were everywhere. I met a few of Taylor's
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

friends during the day but it was really that first night that I met most of
them at a local restaurant. I could see that they were fatigued from
answering so many questions by the media and really were not in the mood
for questions from another journalist. So, I just enjoyed dinner with them
and exchanged contact information. The following day I visited the school
where Taylor had taught and met the principal who warmly greeted me and
recounted that fateful day in March.

When I returned to the US, I told Andy about my trip and thanked him
for the introductions. At this time, we still were unsure about making a film.
I had a number of questions in my mind, but I was inspired by Andy and
Jean's passion to keep the legacy of Taylor's time in Japan alive. The
Thanksgiving holiday rolled around and I was to spend it with my brother's
family in Virginia. It would be a two-hour drive to Midlothian, the suburb
of Richmond where Andy and Jean lived, but we still made a plan to get
together the day after Thanksgiving.

Pulling up to their beautiful home and finally meeting Andy and Jean for
the first time was breathtaking. Their warmth and openness about Taylor
was so uplifting. They shared photos and of course more memories over the
course of that day. It was meeting them in person for the first time that day,
we decided to honor Taylor with a film.

We proceeded to begin all the phases of pre-production, production and
post production that led to the premier in November of 2012. There are too
many stories to recall but I would like to share two moments that stay with
me to this day.

Interviews with Andy and Jean were the last interviews to be done for the
movie and as we were setting up, Andy and Jean shared something that had
just arrived in the mail. Reaching inside a box that had come all the way
from Japan, was Taylor's book bag. The book bag she had on her back on
March 11th. As I held it, my hands trembled. There were tiny white specks
everywhere, probably from the time in the water, but to me they twinkled
like diamonds. Tiny sparkles of light that were lighting the way, guiding the
day for these final interviews.

As we sat to do the interview with Andy, my cinematographer, the noted
Hans Charles, noticed that I was filled with emotion, so as Andy told stories
during the interview, he could see I was at the tipping point of bursting into
tears. I will always remember his firm hand on the back of my shoulder. A
hand that helped me to continue the interview. The power of touch that one

individual can do for another. “Taylor Anderson and her family touched me.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

I'm deeply moved by the love for Taylor in the Anderson family, from her
friends, past teachers and her past students. I learned so much from the
Andersons because of their willingness to remain unguarded during the
interview process, and their keenness to share their journey with myself,
Regge, and with the audience. Shooting Live Your Dream, left a deep and
lasting impression on me. It forever changed my approach to my work and
for which I'm deeply grateful to Taylor, her parents, and her family. I've
even nurtured my children's budding interest in the Japanese language and
culture after meeting the Andersons. I've encouraged my children to explore
the JET program. Thank you, Taylor, and the Andersons for granting me
such a small part in your journey and lives. You will always be a part of

s
mine .

Over these 10 years I have spent a lot of time with Andy, Jean, Julia and
Jeff, Taylor's brother and sister all over the US and even in Coria del Rio,
Spain with the “Japon” community who have a link with the Sendai region
of Japan. We created a Spanish version of the film to share with them.

I am so grateful to the Anderson family for their trust and kindness. LIVE
YOUR DREAM is not only a film about Taylor and Monty, it is a film that
celebrates all the bridge builders who work tirelessly to bring understanding
and compassion to the United States/Japan relationship.
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Chapter 4

“Loss and Legacy”

Matthew Gillam

Senior Researcher
Japan Local Government Center / CLAIR New York

When I woke up on March 11th, 2011, and turned on the news, I felt only a
sense of disbelief watching the initial reports of the tsunami that had struck
Japan in the overnight hours for us. The reality of the situation hit me, though,
by the time I arrived at the office and began to take calls from our JET families
who were seeking information on what was happening with their children on the
Program in Japan. One of those calls that Friday afternoon was from Jean. I
still have the notes.

Over the following days and weeks, I worked with all the families who had not
heard from their loved ones in Tohoku as, one by one, they were found, until we
were left with little but hopes and prayers for Taylor and Monty.

The frustration with being unable to travel to the region to physically assist
with efforts there eventually compelled me to make my first trip to Ishinomaki
the following year, where, with much help from Andy, I was able to volunteer in
the recovery and to meet many of the people who knew and loved Taylor during
her time there. With Superstorm Sandy hitting New York weeks after my return,
that experience ended up leading to a new chapter in my life serving as a
volunteer with many different groups, especially for disaster recovery. This has
enriched my life immeasurably, and I owe this to Taylor and her family, who
have inspired me.

It has been an honor and a pleasure to also be able to help in various ways
with the creation and sharing of “Live Your Dream” and to support the good
work done by TAMF. Helping to support the JET Program and JET alumni is a
major part of my duties at work, but the opportunity to be involved in projects
like these has made that work far more personally meaningful and worthwhile.

The only thing that can begin to redeem unspeakable loss is the effort we
make to create something better out of that, and I am grateful to have been a
small part of the legacy left us by Taylor and Monty that has been carried on so
steadfastly by so many wonderful people.
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Chapter 4

Make the American
Experience Meaningful in one's life

Akane Shirata

0O-EN Network. Director

I had never met Ms. Taylor Anderson, but I remember hearing the news
immediately after the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, that someone from my home
state of Virginia, who had gone to Japan through the JET program, had been
affected by the disaster. I thought about how fond she must have been of Japan
and had crossed the ocean embracing many dreams, and how she had helped to
open up a path for her students in Japan by connecting with them through her
position as an English teacher's assistant. I was touched by her enthusiasm.

In Virginia, I work to create an environment in which children who live in
the United States, who have or want to have some connection to Japan, and who
will one day be a bridge between Japan and the United States, can learn various
cultural values while being exposed to the Japanese culture and discovering their
identity within it. I learned about the TAMF through an opportunity to meet
Mr. Anderson. Although the events I organize are for children in the United
States, through the Japan-U.S. exchange program, I felt that students from
Japan are in the same boat in the sense that they are valuable young people who
are building the global society of the future. I wondered if I could help them in
some way to carry on Taylor's vision and make their American experience more
than just a fun one, but a meaningful time in their lives, so I approached Andy
with a proposal. We were able to introduce host families during the students' stay
in DC. I was honored to be able to be a part of the process of building a new
bridge between families living in the U.S. and
those students from Japan through meetings and
interactions. I hope that the connection between
Japan and the U.S. that started this year will
contribute to Taylor's dream. Meeting the
Andersons and learning about Taylor's activities
were very valuable to me. For the students who
came to the U.S. as exchange students and their
host families, Taylor was the reason for all of
their encounters. We are very grateful to Taylor
for making it all happen.
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Chapter 4

Accompanied the High School students
Exchange Program

Nao Takahashi

Pharmacist (Taylor's former student)

Taylor-sensei was my English language teacher when I was in junior
highschool. Since 2011, the Andersons and the TAMF have been working
diligently for people in the disaster affected areas, especially for children. I
learned a lot from them such as love, joy, and compassion. Now I know it's
important to pursue one's dream. I am so grateful to them for what they
have done in the last ten years. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, after the disaster
you looked for me, Taylor's former student, and have always been so nice to
me. Your kindness will never be forgotten.

I participated in some TAMF activities. I always had fun and felt
encouraged. I also met many amazing people through those activities. Many
of them became role models. They are a true treasure in my life. In 2018
and 2019, I participated in the TAMF high school student exchange
program as a chaperone. In 2018, I guided American students in the
Ishinomaki area. In 2019, I accompanied Japanese students to Richmond,
Virginia. It was satisfying to work for the Fund that had helped me so much
and I will continue to be involved with the TAMF. I enjoyed working with
students younger than myself including foreign students. I was able to feel
that students were enjoying exchanges and growing through such
experiences. Taylor must have felt similar happiness looking at Ishinomaki
students including myself. I hope that TAMF activities will continue to help
create everlasting friendships among participants just like the one between
Taylor and me.

The Andersons made wrist bands with the phrase “only what we give
remains our own.” First, I could not understand the meaning of it. Through
participating in TAMF activities, I think I started to understand what it was
trying to convey. Now it is my motto.

I feel a bit strange that I am now older than Taylor-sensei was on the day
of disaster. Many things have happened in the last ten years. Now I have
realized my dream and am working as a pharmacist. It is my pleasure to
help patients including foreigners.

If T could tell Taylor-sensei what I am doing now in English, I am sure
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she would be surprised and proud of me because my English has improved
so much in the last ten years.

I would also tell her the following. “Because you motivated me to learn
English, now I can speak English. Having your image in my mind, I worked
hard and made my dream come true. Thank you very much.” Taylor-sensei,
in your diary you wrote about me: “I will love her forever.” I love you

forever, too.
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