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When Taylor went missing after the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of
March 11, 2011, her family felt she was probably in a shelter or school helping and
being helped by others. We thought that when we first heard from her she would
want to stay in Ishinomaki and help her students, schools and friends recover.
When it turned out that she was one of the thousands in that area of Ishinomaki
who could not escape the tsunami we instantly thought she would want us to help as
she would have done. Thus the Taylor Anderson Memorial Gift Fund was founded
to help students, schools and families in the Ishinomaki and the greater Tohoku area
recover from the earthquake and tsunami as we expect Taylor would have wanted.
We also heard from her friends that Taylor had hoped to be a bridge between the
U.S. and Japan after her JET program experience ended in August, 2011. Thus the
fund was also founded to pursue Taylor's dream of being a bridge between the U.S.
and Japan.

Both the original gift fund sponsored by St. Catherine's School in Richmond and
then the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund in Japan were and are volunteer efforts.

We are so grateful for all of the volunteers kindness and compassion and for all of
the donors generosity!

One of Taylor's lessons learned from reading Haruki Murakami was that there is
a need for connections among people for problems to be solved. We are so fortunate
to have met, worked with, and become friends with so many because of Taylor's life.
That indeed has carried her spirit on.

Taylor was living her dream in Japan. As Julia said, “She was living the life that
she always wanted and she was getting to know a culture she was always fascinated
with. Her students loved her.” One of the ways she found her dreams was through
the love of reading and the discovery that comes from that. We hope that love and
discovery will be passed on to Ishinomaki students for years to come with the Taylor
Anderson Reading Corners (bunkos). Another way of discovery was through her
travel to other countries and the exchange programs carry that discovery for all who
participate, whether they be host families, students or professors.

We hope that you see as you read of the many activities and stories of those
involved that you find Taylor's spirit, and those of other loved ones lost, always
present. That is how they live on with us. We will never be at peace with losing
them, but we can be at peace with how we honor and remember them.

Arigatou gozaimasu.

Andy Anderson

Co-Chairman, Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund
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