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Taylor was assigned to seven schools in
Ishinomaki, Japan. For two and a half years she
biked through wind, rain and snow to teach
American culture and language to children
ranging from kindergarten to ninth grade. She
taught at Inai Kindergarten and Junior High
School, Mangokuura Elementary and Junior
High School, Watanoha Elementary and Junior
High School and Kazuma Elementary School.
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Painting drawn by high school student Taylor

in 2002 of a woman in kimono in front of a
temple.
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Taylor
courageously lived her dream.
Her story reminds us
all to live ours.

HOSIEVHZOBYEEREFAS—DRA =Y =1}
DIELELICETODE P L5558V I TVET

Taylor proudly showing Ishinomaki port from her favorite hill, Hiyoriyama.
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Her parents, on behalf of their daughter, wanted to carry the torch of becoming a bridge between

Japan and the United States. Thus, Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF) was created.
Corporations as well as individuals have been supporting this Fund. The Fund has three main pillars.

Taylqr
Re%ldlmg Corner

¥ Donatioh

The first is Taylor Reading Corner which is to give English books and 54 5 —3 i
bookshelves to school in Ishinomaki Area. The second is Students Exchanges
between Ishinomaki and Richmond, Taylor’s mother town.
The third, which is nearing completion, had been Taylor Support Projects
to assist smaller NGO in the area related especially with children and education.
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(20144E11H30H - [ 21 Julia, Andy, Jean, Jeff and
Members of TAMF at the Shinichi Endo on the occasion of

first Taylor Reading Corner donation at
Mangokuura Elementary school
(September 6, 2011)

Kick-Off party International
House, Tokyo
(November 30, 2014)
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(20134:12H2H) Andy, Jean and Shinichi Endo
Andy and Jean with at the Taylor Reading Corner
Ambassador Caroline Kennedy donation to

at the US Embassy, Tokyo Kama Elementary School

(December 2, 2013) (November 8, 2016)
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Taylor Reading Corner
donation ceremony

at Ayukawa Elementary School
(February 5, 2020)
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Meeting of TAMF grant recepients,

| Ishinomaki Senshu University
. (November 14, 2016)
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American high school students
enjoy wearing yukata at
Ishinomaki High School
(August 1, 2016)
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Traditional local folk song and
dance “Soranbushi” by
Japanese high school students
at the residence of the
Andersons, Richmond VA.
(August 9, 2019)
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American high school students
visiting “Inochi no sekihi”
(monument of life) marking the high
points hit by tsunami on 3.11
(August 8, 2018)
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Sawa Onodera, a third year
student of Yamato-daiichi MS
of Higashi-Matsushima City,
won first place at the
Ishinomaki Area English
Speech Contest in 2021.
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Students studying at

Sendai YMCA with Taylor Scholarship
(June 2, 2013)
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Students of ISU visited

the home of the Andersons in 2016
with R-MC faculty members.
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Taylor teaching at
Mangokuura ES.
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Taylor with

Inai Kindergarten children.
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Inai Kindergarten children.
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When Taylor went missing after the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of
March 11, 2011, her family felt she was probably in a shelter or school helping and
being helped by others. We thought that when we first heard from her she would
want to stay in Ishinomaki and help her students, schools and friends recover.
When it turned out that she was one of the thousands in that area of Ishinomaki
who could not escape the tsunami we instantly thought she would want us to help as
she would have done. Thus the Taylor Anderson Memorial Gift Fund was founded
to help students, schools and families in the Ishinomaki and the greater Tohoku area
recover from the earthquake and tsunami as we expect Taylor would have wanted.
We also heard from her friends that Taylor had hoped to be a bridge between the
U.S. and Japan after her JET program experience ended in August, 2011. Thus the
fund was also founded to pursue Taylor's dream of being a bridge between the U.S.
and Japan.

Both the original gift fund sponsored by St. Catherine's School in Richmond and
then the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund in Japan were and are volunteer efforts.

We are so grateful for all of the volunteers kindness and compassion and for all of
the donors generosity!

One of Taylor's lessons learned from reading Haruki Murakami was that there is
a need for connections among people for problems to be solved. We are so fortunate
to have met, worked with, and become friends with so many because of Taylor's life.
That indeed has carried her spirit on.

Taylor was living her dream in Japan. As Julia said, “She was living the life that
she always wanted and she was getting to know a culture she was always fascinated
with. Her students loved her.” One of the ways she found her dreams was through
the love of reading and the discovery that comes from that. We hope that love and
discovery will be passed on to Ishinomaki students for years to come with the Taylor
Anderson Reading Corners (bunkos). Another way of discovery was through her
travel to other countries and the exchange programs carry that discovery for all who
participate, whether they be host families, students or professors.

We hope that you see as you read of the many activities and stories of those
involved that you find Taylor's spirit, and those of other loved ones lost, always
present. That is how they live on with us. We will never be at peace with losing
them, but we can be at peace with how we honor and remember them.

Arigatou gozaimasu.

Andy Anderson

Co-Chairman, Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund
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Chapter 1

About the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

Ichiro FUJlsakl TAMF Co-chairman

Former Japanese Ambassador to the United States
President, The America-Japan Society, Inc

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF) is a non-profit organization
established in Tokyo. Taylor Anderson, who was born in Virginia, USA, had
been fascinated by Japan since when she was a little girl. She learned the
Japanese language and watched Japanese animation movies. She dreamed of
going to Japan when she grew up and to teach English there. She thus wanted to
become a bridge between the US and Japan. She made the dream to come true
in 2008. That year, she was selected to be an Assistant Language Teacher in the
JET program and went to Ishinomaki City, Miyagi prefecture, in the northern
region of the main island of Japan. The Program, officially called the Japan
Exchange and Teaching Program, was established about 30 years ago to invite
young college graduates from foreign countries to live in Japan and teach mainly
English at Japanese elementary schools and junior high schools. This program
has been funded by the Japanese government. Taylor's positive and friendly
personality quickly made her a very popular teacher. She always encouraged shy
students saying "Try it, you'll like it". She was loved not only by children but also
by adults as well. Taylor herself seemed to have found a sense of purpose in her
life. Her contract term ended, but at her request, it was extended until mid-2011.

On the day of the earthquake and tsunami, Taylor, together with other
teachers, helped all the students to evacuate safely to higher ground. She had left
her cell phone at home and tried to return home to get it when the tsunami
struck. She was 24 years old when found dead a few days later.

Her parents, Andy and Jean, decided that Taylor would not be happy if they were
grieving and thought that, in order to make her happy, they themselves had to
become a bridge between Japan and the US on her behalf. On the day they received
the news of Taylor's death, her mother Jean and her sister Julia asked Taylor's alma
mater, St. Catherine's School, if they could raise funds for the Tohoku recovery effort.
In a short period of time, the school raised over 40 million yen, which was used to
support students, schools, and families in the Ishinomaki area.

But in view of the fact that the main activities were in Japan, Andy and Jean
decided to establish a non-profit organization in Tokyo. Because I had just
returned to Japan, terminating my duty in the US, Andy asked me to do this
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Chapter 1 | About the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

jointly. I gladly accepted the proposal. NPO needs Board of Directors. Andy
asked his friend Barbara Hancock, who had been on Board of Governors of
Tokyo American Club and held a leading position in the American Chamber of
Commerce in Japan. Andy also invited Lori Henderson, Executive Director of
the British Chamber of Commerce in Tokyo to serve on the board. Lori, after the
earthquake and tsunami, traveled to Ishinomaki every weekend by a night bus to
engage in volunteer work. On my part, I asked Toru Takanarita, former head of
the Asahi Shimbun American General Bureau and newscaster at TV Asahi
“News Station”. After serving in these key positions and before the disaster,
rather unusual for a famous journalist, Toru volunteered to work as a reporter in
the small town of Ishinomaki City and had a network of contacts in the area. I
also asked Kiyoshi Kurokawa to join. He is the former chairman of the Science
Council of Japan and a giant of the medical society, but he still jumps into issues
when he thinks it necessary. He thus is always everywhere in the world. In fact,
immediately after the earthquake and tsunami, a close friend of mine from a
volunteer organization in the US asked me how he could send a team of
American doctors and nurses to Japan for emergency relief. I thought the
government of Japan may not move swiftly so I called Kurokawa and he accepted
the team promptly. He later served as the Chairman of the Nuclear Accident
Independent Investigation Committee in the Diet on nuclear power plants in
Fukushima. At present, he is the Chairman of the government's expert committee
on COVID-19 countermeasures. I also asked Hiroko Kuniya, a sister of Yoriko's
classmate, a long-time anchor of NHK's news television program "Close-Up
Gendai" who is now an international journalist deeply involved in UN activities
such as SDGs. All of them agreed at once to serve on the board.

When Andy and Jean Anderson visited Tokyo, all of us met at the Tokyo
American Club in Azabudai, Tokyo on December 4, 2013. Those present were
Barbara Hancock, Hiroko Kuniya, Kiyoshi Kurokawa, Lori Henderson, Toru
Takanarita, I and Yoriko and volunteers including Mihoko Terada and Yoko
Hatano. It was agreed to start a non-profit organization in the following year.

On June 26, 2014, the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund was officially
established as a non-profit organization in Tokyo. The first board meeting was
held on July 10 of the same year at the America-Japan Society of Japan in
Akasaka, Tokyo. Andy and Jean came to Japan and attended the meeting. All
subsequent board meetings were held there. At the first board meeting, the
purposes of the Fund was decided. These included conducting student exchanges
and book donation, and supporting children-related smaller local NPOs. In terms

of the organization, Andy and I were chosen as the Co-chairmen of the Board.
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Chapter 1 | About the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

Toru was named Executive Director. Initially chosen as a board member, Yoriko
later became Financial Director of the Board. Lori Henderson was elected to
become an Auditor. Later this post was passed on to Ryoji Musha when Lori was
chosen as a board member. The Fund will be headquartered in Tokyo, and, in
addition to the Tokyo head office, Sendai office was opened. A volunteer, Mihoko
Terada became the office manager of Sendai and Yoko Hatano became the Tokyo
office manager. Later Yoko Hatano's work was inherited by Erica Wada. Both
offices were closed in 2019.

The next step was to hold a kick-off party to let people know about the Fund. On
November 30 of the same year the party was held with the Andersons coming from
the US. Over 150 people gathered at the International House of Japan in Roppongi,
Tokyo. The main events were seeing the film “Live Your Dream” together with an
interview by Hiroko Kuniya with the Andersons and the Endos.

The Endos couple lost all three of their children on 3.11; all of them were
students of Taylor. Husband Shinichi Endo has made bookshelves for the Taylor
Reading Corner for schools.

This was the first time all four of them appeared on the stage together. It was
especially noteworthy that this was the first time wife Ryoko Endo spoke in such
a public setting about her children and her experiences of the disaster. Andy and
Jean Anderson spoke of how they decided to carry their daughter's torch.
Shinichi Endo told us that making the bookshelves for the Taylor Reading
Corners was helpful in recovering from his sorrow. He carefully rounded the
edges and corners so that they would not hurt children. He said that he felt like
his children were watching over him as he was carving the bookshelves. The
Andersons talked about the importance of parents who have lost their children
to work together for a common cause.

When Jean and Andy have been unable to visit Japan, the board meeting has

been held online. The Fund's progress is described in the next section.
In view of the tenth anniversary of the disaster, the members of the board
discussed how the Fund should be managed in the future. Firstly, it was decided
to create a monument to remember Taylor's contributions to U.S.-Japan relations
in Ishinomaki Minamihama Tsunami Memorial Park. It was also agreed that
from thereon the Fund will focus primarily on student exchanges, book
donations, English speech contests, and other projects. The Fund is grateful to
everyone for their support to date. The Fund would like to ask for your
continued support in the future.
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Chapter 1

The History of
the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

Toru Takanarita TAMF Executive Director
President of Children's Fund for the Great East Japan Earthquake

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF) decided to establish a
non-profit organization in Japan to facilitate relief efforts in the areas affected by
the Great East Japan Earthquake, and on December 4, 2013, a general meeting
to establish TAMF was held at the American Club in Tokyo. The establishment
of the foundation was unanimously approved and on June 26, 2014, it was
officially accepted as a non-profit organization (NPO) under the jurisdiction of
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government. We would like to report on the activities of
the TAMF, now a Japanese non-profit organization, in each of the following

areas of activity.

1. The Taylor Reading Corners

TAMF activities began immediately after the disaster when Taylor's father,
Andy Anderson (currently co-chairman of TAMF), and her mother, Jean (board
member of TAMF), established the foundation with the help of Taylor's alma
mater, St. Catherine's School in Richmond, Virginia, USA. From the outset, the
Andersons wanted to build a library or send books to the children of Ishinomaki
City, Miyagi Prefecture, where Taylor lived, because of her fondness for reading.
When Japanese Ambassador to the U.S. Ichiro Fujisaki (currently co-chairman
of TAMF) and his wife, Yoriko (board member of TAMF), heard of their wish,
they consulted with me on how to make it happen, because I had been in
Ishinomaki as the bureau chief of the Asahi Shimbun until just before the
earthquake.

However, in view of the situation in Ishinomaki City at the time, it seemed
that it would be difficult to build a library. Thus, we chose the schools where
Taylor taught, and decided to send books with book coupons for her favorite
picture books, along with bookshelves under the name of “Taylor Reading
Corners”. We decided to provide bookshelves as well because we anticipated that
there would not be space enough for the books.

I thought it would be better to use wooden bookshelves to give the
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Jean and Andy Anderson
taking pictures

with the children

with a reading corner.
(November 8, 2016)
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Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

children, who had been mentally devastated by the disaster, so they would feel
the warmth of wood instead of the cold, steel bookshelves. I decided to ask
Shinichi Endo (currently TAMF Advisor) who was working in Ishinomaki City
as a woodcraft artist. During this process, I found that Endo had lost three
children to the Tsunami and I was hesitant to ask him to produce the
bookshelves. However, when I approached him with this proposal, he kindly
agreed to do this work. Which schools would accept the Taylor Reading Corner
depended on how badly the disaster had hit the schools and their recovery
conditions, so I asked Aya Nakagawa (TAMF Advisor) who was running “Project
Yui” as a volunteer to support elementary and junior high schools in Ishinomaki
City, to help coordinate this project. Endo's thoughts on the Taylor Reading
Corner are described in his article, “My Thoughts on the Taylor Reading
Corners” in Chapter 3.

On September 6, 2011, a presentation ceremony was held at the Ishinomaki
City Municipal Mangokuura Elementary School, where Taylor had taught at the
time of the disaster, to mark the setting up of the first Taylor Reading Corner.
The Anderson family, including Andy and Jean Anderson, Taylor's sister Julia,
and her brother Jeff, came to Japan for this ceremony. Endo, the creator of the
bookshelf, John C. Taylor of the U.S. Consulate General in Sapporo City, and
Barbara Hancock of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in Japan (currently board
member of TAMF), Lori Henderson of British Chamber of Commerce, were also
in attendance. The ceremony was attended by a number of guests, including
Hiroshi Narita, Director of the Council of Local Authorities for International
Relations (CLAIR), and other members of the media. Representing Ambassador
Fujisaki, his elder daughter, Mari also participated. Andy talked about his
memories of Taylor's love for Japan, and the children of Mangokuura Elementary
School expressed their gratitude.

As shown in the table (P.28), by the end of 2013, the Taylor Reading Corners
were donated to seven schools, including Mangokuura Elementary School. Since
fiscal 2014, when TAMF was approved as a Japanese non-profit organization, the
Taylor Reading Corners have been established at a target of two schools each
year. In FY2019, thanks to a donation from Heather and James Murren, an
American businessman, we were able to establish the Taylor Reading Corners at
three more schools. From the beginning to FY2021, we have established
Reading Corners in 24 schools, including one kindergarten, 13 elementary
schools, seven junior high schools, one senior high school, one cram school and
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The presentation ceremony of
the Taylor Reading Corner at Ayukawa ES
(November 9, 2019 in Ishinomaki City)
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one university. Additionally, while we have been setting up Reading Corners in
schools in Ishinomaki City, in FY2020, Reading Corners will be set up in
elementary and junior high schools in Onagawa Town in FY2020 and in
Higashi-Matsushima City in FY2021, which is adjacent to Ishinomaki City.

Every time the Andersons visited Ishinomaki City, they visited the schools
where the Taylor Reading Corners were set up to talk to the children about
Taylor and read them English books. Andy and Jean Anderson interacted with
children in front of the Taylor Reading Corner after the presentation ceremony
at Kama Elementary School in Ishinomaki City on November 8, 2016.

Ambassador Fujisaki, Co-chairman of TAMF also attended the presentation
ceremony for the Taylor Reading Corner at Ayukawa Elementary School in
November 2019. Former Charge d'Affaires Jason Hyland, also joined the
ceremony on behalf of Heather and James Murren, who donated the funds for
the Taylor Reading Corner, and interacted with the children.

The Taylor Reading Corners hold many books in English. Many of the books
for elementary school students are picture books, and the children enjoy looking
at the pictures and at the same time acquaint themselves with English. TAMF
has provided grants to groups in Ishinomaki City that engage in activities such
as “reading to children” in order to encourage them to enjoy reading in English.

Since fiscal 2014, we have supported “Soyokaze no Ohanashi” (represented by
Shigeko Abe FY2014-17), which reads in English to children at Mangokuura
Elementary School, “Watage” (represented by Miyuki Nishimura, FY2014-17),
which reads in English to children at Watanoha Elementary School, and “e-kids”
(represented by Kyoko Sasaki, FY2014-17), which teaches English at the
Ishinomaki Children's Center. We also supported “Biblio Battle” (represented by
Harumi Yoda, FY2018-20) which hold workshops on the use of English books at
Kama Elementary School, and “Sakura Juku” (FY2015), an English language
study program for children who have not attended school in Ishinomaki City.

How to get as many children as possible to become familiar with the books in
the Taylor Reading Corners is a major challenge for both the schools that have
the Corners and TAMF. Therefore, TAMF Advisor Naomi Chiba, librarian at
Ishinomaki Senshu University, has undertaken a survey of schools that have
established the Taylor Reading Corners during the 2020 school year, and based
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TAMEF received the letter of appreciation from

Mayor at the Ishinomaki City Office.
(November 13, 2019)
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List of the Taylor Reading Corners

Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

on the results, we will consider how to achieve maximum utilization of the

Corners.

TAMF is donating English books to all 33 elementary schools in Ishinomaki
City as a “Gift from the Taylor Reading Corner” over a three-year period
beginning in fiscal 2018. In response to the increasing demand for English
language materials and supplementary reading materials in all schools as
English is being incorporated into elementary school education, the Taylor
Reading Corner will provide each school with a list of best picture books and
books for elementary school students compiled by Maruzen Bookstore in Tokyo,
which handles foreign language books, along with a list of Taylor's favorite books
that the Andersons have selected. We have been distributing and donating books
as follows: in FY2018, 491 books were donated to 13 schools; in FY2019, 605
books to 13 schools; and in FY2020, 261 books are scheduled to be donated to
seven schools (a total of 1357 books to 33 schools).

On November 13, 2019, a letter of appreciation was handed to me by Mayor
Hiroshi Kameyama of Ishinomaki City in gratitude to TAMF for donating
English books for many years.
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@ | 20114E9H6H 9/6/2011 T3 i/ ERE Mangokuura ES
@)| 2012%E2/110H  2/10/2012 PEP/N¥HE Watanoha ES
B3| 20124E4H19H  4/19/2012 Jitailith 2B Mangokuura MS
@] 2013%E1H22H  1/22/2013 PN rhaE ke Watanoha MS
®| 2013%E4A9H  4/9/2013 SN FEE Kazuma ES
®| 2013%E6A7H  6/7/2013 fdbh R Inai MS
™| 2013%412/5H  12/5/2013 fidEshfER Inai KG
20144E12J112H  12/12/2014 #E Sakura Juku
(©| 2015%E3H11H  3/11/2015 HBEEKY Ishinomaki Senshu Univ.
2016411H8H  11/8/2016 £/h¢B; Kama ES
| 20174E3H23H  3/23/2017 1%k Ishinomaki HS
| 20174E8H23H  8/23/2017 fiiJE/h B Inai ES
@B | 2018%E3H2H 3/2/2018 HEWS /RS Ogatsu ES
20194E3H15H  3/15/2019 PN Minato ES
| 2019431151  3/15/2019 P22 Minato MS
20194E11H2211 11/22/2019 HUE/N#8E Higashihama ES
@ | 2019%E11H22H 11/22/2019 i Oginohama MS
20194£11/1221H  11/22/2019 5 1I/NF8E Ayukawa ES
20204£3)12611  3/26/2020 g% Oshika MS
20204E4119H  4/19/2020 Jb /hEBe Kitakami ES
@D | 20214E3HSH 3/8/2021 KN Ohara ES
@ | 202143H9H 3/9/2021 L)V Onagawa ES
@ | 20214E3H9H 3/9/2021 ZJIP 22K Onagawa MS
2021469116 9/16/2021 PP /NEE Miyanomori ES

H&GREY» 74 7 e o ng:
JEHHMR =20194:11H13H
The letter of

appreciation given to the TAMF
(November 13, 2019)
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A display of "Gift from the Taylor Reading Corner"
at the Ishinomaki ES.

(November 13, 2019 in Ishinomaki City)

~

M oo

29



il FAS— - FUE—V VL DN A Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund
2. EBAE T 2. International Exchange
(1) Sk A T n 7 5 2 (1) High School Student Exchange Program
FAS—2ADE . HKOMIAE B 2 LT 745 — X2 DB R R AT. [k Taylor's dream was to become a bridge between the U.S. and Japan. TAMF has e
DAFN I TS LT, 20D LA EEDEHRALY v 555 FOEEA 0% been working hard to make that dream a reality. One of these endeavors is an
JILY— -o =] P =y

W0 S ATt BT Dk BB R LT Y v 555 FCrheb 254 L. U exchange program between high school students in Ishinomaki and those in

W R—LATARDKEDEKREL AEEINE T, 2070 F L8 BEIRADEICH
Db o§ EHI R R TS 2 IR L TV iR Ui AR 2 G
DTHNHBRINEEBR TS oI bl T sd T,

Richmond. High school students of Ishinomaki City will stay with host families in
Richmond during their summer vacation, and the following year, American high
school students visit Ishinomaki. We would like to add that this program would not
have been possible without the cooperation of All Nippon Airways, which provided us

~N

with discounted tickets, even during the busy summer holiday season.

1N 20126E DEIRAT, 74 5—IE4xL BUHYMCA LD JERET, 7
DL EWRTAT—SADE AT 5T AEBDEETAD N STOD The first program, co-sponsored by TAMF and the Tokyo YMCA, was =3
o HHYMCAD2 AL EHICHIRLELI EDTHL) v FENDE Y undertaken during the summer vacation in 2012, which took seven junior high
Vo F L Rl b %) b F v HY) L REHKTRET B RO T3 (BLEERS50H)., school students in Ishinomaki to Richmond, accompanied by two chaperones
R T DR =20124E8H2H ‘ e - from the Tokyo YMCA. Photo on page30 is American and Japanese students in
St;iet‘(‘)ti}i’i S}S‘im’maki 2L 20144 DR AT . i & [ U o o St. Catherine's School in Richmond. L
W . ~ o
(August 2, 2012 at Richmond) ¢ s ey MCA L ) JEfiE © Z U ALIESS - ; R, 01 o T i o
B B BN o i ) B FOTTRETA B 3 3 L ‘ e second program took place ur1n§?7 e summer o , an. ike the 4
R ) o B} w last one, we co-sponsored the program with the Tokyo YMCA to bring seven B
T AADEHIHE DI S D8HIH . A& DTN DR NG : | hieh school stud ¢ Rich d to Ishi Ki. which h
-~ IR I oy g 2N % O R C 1gh school students from Richmond to Ishinomaki, which was somewhat
fjo%%éﬂ’“%{ﬁﬁﬁo)u*?ﬁ'&ﬂitgfj—°£?®5ﬁ BT 252 5 I KR D K better prepared to host them than right after the disater. Pictured on page30
B TTHVNERD T4 5 SO R E LR E ORI LTS 25:2914$8J31H e are Japanese and American high school students dressed in yukata, selling
=gl | T¥ (B R50H) -vﬁzfﬁﬂaﬁupzﬁifﬁjge sweets in Ishinomaki's inner-city shopping district on August 1, the day the L
I&‘;‘;‘:;ki . "Kawabiraki Festival" was held in Ishinomaki. Left photo is U.S. high ( -
Hi3ENE20154E DB RAT % Ishinomaki City) school students touring the Taylor Reading Corner in Mangokuura 5
i HWYMCA L QAR T & DEHK Elementary School. =
\ T .
SR N RV FEURIEDILELL,
JAMANERDOTAZ =X HOBEE, Y v FEY FDF v The third program was during the summer 2015 and was also
’ii;ifz(—)iéﬁjg%%/ Fo FHTY »F Y FO R LA co-sponsored by the Tokyo YMCA to send six high school students from
;udents of Richmond it B EOE AT Ishinomaki to Richmond. Pictured on page30 are Ishinomaki high school N
‘(/:isited theﬁaylorkReadirégs " " N ’ students interacting with U.S. high school students at a campground in -
(tl?ggle;nﬁler ?)r;eg:k EFE%M) Richmond. 6
4RI 20164 DERAT. 2 » =
i 7 > — i T W, Va1 D M V7
OWlr 6747 —HEORMEMLLY Yy FELFPE %&;ﬁ;oi?gg YIRS The fourth program was held during the summer break of 2016, and from this
FRAESANEHE RS XL MBETOR—LAT AR Ishinomaki high school students time onwards, TAMF was the sole sponsor of the program, inviting eight high
ANPIOHEEEHEZTIHLE G L L A&l Bk ENT O 7 #<F iﬁﬁgﬁéﬁiffﬁhﬁfhiﬁﬁnts ata school students from Richmond to Ishinomaki. The homestay program in
D TR T, SFBEN OREE A NI R kB L 2 L1, (the summer break of 2015) Ishinomaki was limited to one day due to the host's circumstances, and with the N
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B AL FETOAE IR 5 2 D RN X Ol 1.4 kindness of Koshakuji Temple in Monou-cho, Ishinomaki, the students stayed in
tTHIREREE T AL EINDREICEZEAL TIVIME the temple's facility and experienced Zen meditation in the morning. The photo
RO R KEOEB LD EREB L LSDLDT. 20H on page32 shows the U.S. high school students making a reed boat from reeds
L b EOEF iR iR~ T IO R 3L g LT, growing along the banks of the Kitakami River at Kumagai Sangyo, a kayabuki e

construction company located along the banks of the Kitakami River in

BT TavmEEIL, H5MIX20174E DE KA
LTS %+ 3 KD e

bR —201647H30H, O AIEDEBIESAL
At Ly WODRKPEET20154FEDT

American students built a S= ) - T
reed boat near Kitakami B7 7 LB LTRRRE 2 S

River. (July 30, 2016 in ADFHOADIIERL LI R
Ishinomaki City)

Kitakami-cho, Ishinomaki. Thereafter, the students enjoyed a boat ride in the

river nearby.

The fifth program was undertaken during the summer break of 2017, when
five high school students from Ishinomaki and their chaperone, a college student

N

Mako Saito, who participated in the 2015 program, traveled to the United States.

PRy FECR SRR Y - cim, The first half of the program was a homestay in Richmond and the second half %
Y FDCTDHR—LATA T, 7Y b DIEARLA R My :;)?722;%4/\/ b= in Washington, D.C. The lodging and events in Washington were coordinated by =
VI Ov o b T =2y 3w b7 —2% 1583 3HMPES Students of Ishinomaki had a Akane Shirata, who runs the O-en Network in Washington.
homestay in Richmond.
AlZI—FAA—PLTORIES $LE, (August, 2017)
The sixth program was held during the summer vacation of 2018, in which
HEIE 20184 DEIRAT. Y v+ FORHASA fivls1 Richm(()lnd high ;ch(;{ol s}:ul(ier.l.ts’rvisitfd I;Einon'la‘ki,dan}il tgeylhor’;estzyed L
. 4 - s tatt . ted t (
BT R 3l A 2 A4 TR A LA T an camp.e out at the Koshakuji Temple ey V%Sle .e ay or. eading 5
KON D4 5 — SR L 1=D -2 A e Corner in Watanoha Elementary School in Ishinomaki, made 4
- o - “T ) ) “ishinomaKimono” cards using kimono fabric under the guidance of Ryoko B
BT AT AVILE M1 A —F T4 /;—?3&{—/J Endo, Shinichi's wife, and toured the “Stone Monument of Life” in Onagawa
PEST20 (RIMTD T fr oA 2 ALz LE LT, Town
BTMNE20194EDE KA, 1B DAL . 745 — The seventh program took place during the summer break of 2019, when six L
B ) SADEZFTT yB—y Y REBLL ORI Tl CEFIRIO high school students from Ishinomaki and Nao Takahashi, a Tokyo-based ( -
gfzvft‘%;{g%;;t;égfﬁgg?é ERERRIADEHFC .V FEN LT DCT pharmacist who was Taylor's student and a close friend of the Anderson family, 5
American students enjoyed making R—LRATFAR LD I TBRTOYV ) Z—2 g% chaperoned a homestay in Richmond and Washington, D.C. while enjoying L
gﬁggg%ﬁ‘g{g’ cards. 7oV N DORPBINELE ~ campground recreations and a city tour of D.C. The party at the Anderson
HLAELE Y v FELFD : family's home in Richmond became a tradition, with high school students in
PR R T DT A—T U o U B ke 7 happi coats dancing the “Yosakoi Soranbushi” dance.
HGIE o tel £ 20— S 6l R Hih £ LTz, S
e B The eighth program was the turn of Richmond high school students to -
: N - - visit Japan, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, implementation has been 6
A8kl zif; )T :;;&]\ ODF&L 2 ﬁﬁs;— SIETT KE, 7y E—Y Y RKOPET postponed. =
A au Moo FEiEA I T ET, V=S it L LT
=20194E8H9H
(2) KRR T 0 s 54 J%ﬁi;‘ﬁjf éf)‘i‘ji‘gtjsii‘“ e (2) University Student Exchange Program
s garden of the Andersons.
WHARRKEKOFEEIRDI-DMEHRERERATE  (August 9, 2019) TOMODACHI, is a public-private partnership established by the U.S. I\
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of which was dedicated to the memory of

Taylor Anderson. September, 2018.
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in September 2016.
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Embassy in Japan to support recovery efforts of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. This endeavor started in 2015 through TAMF, launching an
exchange program between Taylor's alma mater, Randolph-Macon College
(R-MC, VA), and Ishinomaki Senshu University (ISU) in Ishinomaki, Japan.

In fiscal 2015, four students and four faculty members from R-MC and
ISU were selected to visit each other's campuses during the summer holidays
to interact and study the actual situation of disasters and disaster prevention
systems. The photos on pages34 show R-MC students and faculty members
visiting Ishinomaki, and ISU students and faculty members visiting R-MC
during their summer break in 2015. The photo is of R-MC students and
faculty who visited Ishinomaki and ISU students and faculty who visited
R-MC during their summer vacation in 2015. (Photo is from R-MC's SURF
program Facebook page).

R-MC and ISU students and faculty members continued to interact
mutually during the 2016 summer break. Pictured on page34 are R-MC
students and faculty members who visited Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki at the
Japan-America Society in Minato-ku, Tokyo. Pictured below are ISU
students who visited the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as
part of the 2016 program, led by Koichi Otsu (currently TAMF Advisor).
(Photo is from R-MC's SURF program Facebook page).

R-MC and ISU deepened their relationship through these exchanges and
signed an international exchange agreement in January 2018. In 2018, five ISU
students and two faculty members visited R-MC and other institutions during the
summer vacation to present their research on the impact of the earthquake on
marine plankton and the current status and challenges of the disaster recovery
efforts. They also visited FEMA and other facilities in Washington to study the
U.S. disaster management system. The photo on page34 is ISU students and
faculty who toured the library, which has a section with Taylor's name engraved
on the nameplate. (Photo is from R-MC's SURF program Facebook page).

In June 2019, four R-MC students and seven faculty members visited ISU and
Lauren Bell gave a special lecture. Pictured here on page36 are R-MC students
and faculty members who visited the Ishinomaki District Fire Department in
Ishinomaki, where they learned about disaster response. (Photo is from R-MC's
SURF program Facebook page)
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(3) Others

@®On September 11, 2015, a musical group formed by citizens of
Higashi-Matsushima and Ishinomaki cities in Miyagi Prefecture after the
earthquake disaster, the Zettei-Magene Chorus, participated in the “Kaze no
Wa Concert(Circle Wind)” held in New York City. This concert has been
held annually since 2008 by Masaki Shirota, a businessman who leads a
choir of Japanese residents in New York City to commemorate the victims of
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States. TAMF
supported the choir's trip to the U.S., and the concert was attended by Andy
and Jean Anderson. (Photo on page36 from the blog of 9.11 “Circle Wind”

Memorial Concert)

@TAMEF supported the International High School Student Forum held by
Ishinomaki Nishi High School in Miyagi Prefecture in the 2015, 2017 and 2018
school years. The forums are part of the school's international understanding
education program, which includes learning about disaster preparedness for
earthquakes, hurricanes and other disasters with high school students from
South Korea and Taiwan. Pictured here on page36 are the high school students
who made presentations at the 2018 forum.

3. Learning Support
(1) Sendai YMCA Taylor Scholarship

Since immediately after the earthquake disaster, TAMF has provided a
scholarship called the “Taylor Scholarship” which does not require
repayments, every year to support students from the Ishinomaki area to
attend the International Hotel Confectionery College of Sendai YMCA
School. More than 25 graduates have received the scholarships and are now
working at international hotels in the Tokyo and other areas of Japan. In
previous years, the program offered scholarships to six to eight students, but
in 2020 many students were unable to earn part-time income due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, thus 20 students received the scholarships. Funding
for the program includes a donation from Global Giving, an international
crowdfunding firm based in Washington, D.C., USA. Pictured here on
page38 are students studying under the Taylor Scholarship. (Courtesy of the
Sendai YMCA)
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(2) Taylor’s Cup

Since fiscal 2015, TAMF has been presenting a certificate and a wooden
trophy, named the Taylor Cup, to the winner of the speech division of the
Ishinomaki Area English Recitation and Speech Contest. The trophy is made
every year by Shinichi Endo, who makes the bookshelves for the Taylor Reading
Corners. Pictured on page38 is Risako Aoki (second from the right), a third-year
student at Yamoto No. 2 Junior High School in Higashi-Matsushima City, who
won the 2019 contest in the speech category, and the Taylor Cup is held by the
foreign language teaching assistant (ALT) on the far right. At the award
ceremony, Koichi Otsu, TAMF Advisor, handed out the Taylor Cup.

. Scholarship". g
LA TERER D e 74 —2 IR LTV 2 3
T RBT A=l A 5 O B LT 3 (3)Others =
N0 DT 1 AND SPECH CONTEST M3 APEE. 2o T V0 ET . T EIE20194EEE K @Hope for Tomorrow (FY2014): We supported this organization that provided
i LD R DE TEENE L F= R B L e A S B 34E support to senior high school students in the affected areas to help them prepare
| 0@ DEABD T-3A Jih 6 2 NH) T. Ak sE Eig ) for college entrance exams.
Né T g T N FALD#H-T0 208745 — . BB TR, 74 € roicct Y (FY2015.10) W e the activties of Project Yot (d b —
ot N - © e g - Se 45k N roject Yui -19): We supported the activities of Project Yui (led by ‘
: : : | = ‘) : : ‘\t Z;l%fi? KA =R e AR AT TR E TR Akira Nagao) in Ishinomaki City, a general incorporated association that has %
= B j h supported early childhood care, helped children develop reading habits, and =3
M = (3) 20l assisted in the development of libraries in elementary and junior high schools.
2919$§®h§9"&5§#ﬁﬁ7€ﬁ’6 )
fg;ﬂf{;g??ﬁﬂiiﬁﬁ'éﬁf*?&@ @Hope for Tomorrow (20144FEE) : 5 K HWD EiE AL HYR 52 @Oshika Learning Place Project (FY2016): We supported this organization that
Risako Aoki won first place at the 5% 4 BEROHGBY % LTV ZOMIR SR L Z LT, supports the learning of elementary and junior high school students in Oshika L
ggﬁ?&?ﬁ}%{gﬁ English Speech Peninsula, Ishinomaki City. g -
@7 1> =7 M (2015~194E 1) : &1 THVRE ZI0% 5
L#h P8 b Ib g OB IR LN S 120 MR O RIS B OB i T H
Lol LTal-—tkEiEA T v = 7 ME(REBAR) OEBI 2L Ta 3L, 4. Children Support
QLI DB R 5L BTS2 2 b (Q0164FIE) : £i 2l - FE 1 0/ i A ) 2380 @Asahigaoka Gakuen (FY2014): We supported the Asahigaoka Gakuen as a
SR LT3 SO LIEL LT result of the connections developed after Co-chairman Andy Anderson visited \;
the Gakuen in 2011 to encourage the children. ( =
6
=3

@®Sports Tag (FY2014-16): Under the guidance of the Tag Association
(headquartered in Tokyo), we supported the organization's sports tag

4. TR

tournaments throughout Miyagi Prefecture and participation in the Tokyo
@t ALE A A B2 (20144RE) - 7 > X — L B R AP 201 4RI R B & 3.
FELILEELTLROODLED YT X ER L E LT,

Games. The children enjoyed playing sports tag with their friends,
participating in the “Tohoku Children Event” held at Sendai University in
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Shibata Town, Miyagi Prefecture in October 2014.

@BIG UP Ishinomaki (FY2015-16): We supported this organization that
provides support to the victims of the earthquake and tsunami in the Okaido

area.

@ Cobaltore ONAGAWA Soccer Academy (FY2015): We supported players of the
Cobaltore ONAGAWA adult soccer team in holding soccer classes at nursery
schools and kindergartens in Ishinomaki City and Onagawa Town.

@®Kodomo Mugen Company (Codopany)(FY2015-16, FY2018-20): TAMF
supported the NPO (represented by Masako Tanaka), which has provided
playgrounds and play opportunities for children in Ishinomaki who have lost
their places to play after the earthquake disaster.

@ Candy Store Wagon (FY2015-17): We supported a Candy Store Wagon planned
by the Kokoro Smile Project (Representative: Chiho Shimura), a general
incorporated association that provides mental health care for children mainly in
Ishinomaki. This event was designed to simulate the experience of shopping for
sweets for children in areas where there are few places to shop.

@Steve Gardner Cheering Live (FY2015-16): We supported “Cheering Live”
organized by the Mississippi blues musician Steve Gardner and others held in
Fukushima City and other areas to encourage the victims of the disaster.
Gardner also performed at a kick-off event held by TAMF in November 2014.

@Celia Circle (FY2016-17): We supported the activities of an international
network of non-profit organizations (represented by Celia Dunkelman) that
support children with disabilities in Watari-cho, Miyagi Prefecture.

@Forest of Rias (FY2016): We supported an NPO (led by Akio Kumagai) that
endeavors to preserve the environment of reeds bed fields located at the mouth of
the Kitakami River in Kitakami-cho, Ishinomaki City with their event to create
opportunities for children to interact with reeds at the reed beds.

@Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun (FY2016-20): We supported the Ishinomaki
Hibi Kodomo Shinbun published by The Institute for Children and Future
(represented by Michiko Ota), which has been working since the earthquake disaster
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to foster children's ability to express themselves and disseminate information in
Ishinomaki and other areas. The photo on page42 shows an article on
Co-chairman Andy Anderson and his wife about the Taylor Reading Corner that
appeared on the June 11, 2019 edition of the Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo
Shinbun. Sae Saito (Ishinomaki Kobunkan Senior High School), who
interviewed the Andersons during their visit to Ishinomaki, won the Taylor Cup
in the 2018 Ishinomaki District English Speech Contest and visited the U.S. in
August 2019 as part of TAMF's high school student exchange program and also
visited the Anderson family in Richmond.

@®DoTank Miyagi (FY2016): The NPO that considers post-earthquake
community development (led by Manabu Endo) set up an exhibition corner titled
“The Bond Between Taylor Anderson and ISHINOMAKI” at the Ishinomaki
3.11 Museum for Tomorrow in Ishinomaki City (Miyagi Express Corporation).
We supported this group.

@Wakuwaku Rhythm (FY2017-19): We supported this child-rearing group (led
by Hiromi Yamaguchi), which organizes events in Ishinomaki City, such as yoga,

crafts, and events such as Christmas parties.

@The Playworkers in Kesen-numa (FY2018-20): We supported the children's
support activities of the Playworkers (represented by Tsutomu Sunaga,
Headquartered in Natori, Miyagi Prefecture), a general incorporated association
that has been engaged in creating playgrounds for children in Kesen-numa,

Miyagi Prefecture.

@Grief Care (FY2020): We supported the Kokoro Smile Project, a general
incorporated association that continues to provide mental health care for
children with PTSD after the earthquake disaster.

5. Symposia, etc.
(1) Kick-off event (November 30, 2014)

A kick-off event was held at the International House of Japan in Tokyo's Minato-ku
to publicize the activities of TAMF in Japan, which was approved as a Japanese
non-profit organization in June 2014. After showing the documentary “Live Your
Dream”, a film about Taylor's life, TAMF Director Hiroko Kuniya moderated the

Hos mﬁwW( MwwW{

i o B

43



TATZ— T R—=Y VBB DL A

F—3ADERRBoNFXa A2 —W[ Live Your Dream | A3 EMtaiizbh L |
ER#HBTHBEDOR R T, 74 7 —XHOAMOHIEE TDH 28— RKFTEL T v 24—y
VHEHERENEL TR TELRbDILRTA T, 74 57— & ITiADT:
BogihEy L7, GE3E(83H~) B MIS0ANP S ML LTz,

(2) 747 —3&Wwt 4 (20164E11H14H)

T4 —HEDYKRP L EE Z T TR ABIE R FOH Y T, 2N Eh O
DO THE T AR MeRMEL, 7o 2 —Y VIR R L SIRIE TR s S L
Ltz i LD 42/ =% =/, 242 ¥ DEId % L, Taylor Readers Project, £V 7
DEAIBEYMCA, V7 ADF%R, 7u =7 M, 2759v b—v4)l[4 v 7 —# =%, BIG UP
i, JEIE—, 22 ARRANVLE B S
ELHE AL 0D 257 = 7 M s
EDREUAT. s 2 DFiIZT 24—y VIR

Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

event, in which the creators of the bookcases for the Taylor Reading Corners,
Shinichi and Ryoko Endo and TAMF Co-chairman Andy and Jean Anderson, shared
their thoughts on the Taylor Reading Corners and TAMF, as well as the children
they had lost to the disaster. Approximately 150 people attended the event.

(2) TAMF Debriefing (November 14, 2016)

An event for organizations supported by TAMF was held in the auditorium of
Ishinomaki Senshu University to report on their activities, with Co-chairman
Anderson and his wife, Board member Yoriko Fujisaki participating. The
organizations that reported on their activities were: ishinomaKimono, Soyokaze no
Ohanashi, Taylor Readers Project, Celia Circle, Sendai YMCA, Forest of Rias,
Project Yui, Cobaltore ONAGAWA Soccer Academy, BIG UP Ishinomaki,
Codopany, Kokoro Smile Ishinomaki, Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun, Oshika
Learning Place Project, each had chances to get to know each other before and

%wWW{

FeFEO L BB EDE LT, after the debriefing session, including Andy and Jean Anderson, Yoriko Fujisaki
and Mihoko Terada (former representative Sendai office of TAMF).
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children who have received support from TAMF and the Children's Future Fund.
The symposium started off with messages from Ichiro Fujisaki, Co-chairman of
TAMF and Tsuyoshi Watanabe, Vice President of Children's Future Fund.

The second part was a panel discussion with Kumi Imamura (President of
Katariba), Shunichi Kambayashi (Board Member of Playworkers), Chiho
Shimura (Kokoro Smile Ishinomaki), Anz Kanie (3.11 Children's Library) and
moderated by me.

The third part of the symposium consisted mainly of exchange of views with the
participation of Harumi Yoda, representative of Biblio Battle, Akio Kumagai,
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DT B AR L R 7 e P2 7 b OHRE AR, 237 nP 7 b President of Forest of Rias, Tsutomu Sunaga, President of Playworkers, Masato
DAL ANK S ATETIH G2 L0 S80S MNE » 5D RErtTbhn i LT, Tashiro, representative of the Radiation Exposure and Health Project, and Michie

Yamada, representative of the Ezeru Project. After the debriefing, there was a
discussion session with participation of the audience.

6. 42 /=%F€/

HADEW LIS ) =74 2 7 —F e fiE T 6. ishinomaKimono
(B kW)= P U R—y USRI - B D 7 4
7 7 % . Workshop2 1OMIEEBLE O TEIL . 1%

The idea of Jean Anderson and Yoriko Fujisaki to create greeting cards in
Ishinomaki using Japanese kimono fabrics was realized with the help of Makie Kato

TOEREM—SADT BT SACHHETHSNIZHE (President of Workshop 21). Ryoko Endo and her team are making the cards. The L
PRz o el F—ablzi3v JORE THEEL TV 33,2 space to do this was provided by the Endos at Team Watahoi, which was built by
e (OGN L A —FidEmWatiliZ % RE7 2~ FDC Shinichi Endo and others in Ishinomaki at the site of the Endos home that was swept %
- . o S 1) )R [ & A . . . .
5 LbtelE s BAL LI 4 7 < DFvatn¥r3)—05)EToliseanE Lz, away by. the tsunami. The beautlflfl cards \.zvere so well received that they were sold at =4
2/ | H—FEY O the National Gallery of Arts shop in Washington, D.C., USA.
=20194E4 H1H A&
ishinomaKimono card making 7. 5 /f S— P 5?‘\ —) %‘a ﬁﬁl&
at Team Watahol. (April 1, 2019) 7. Taylor Anderson Memorial Monument
AR ER Y DOREM A N b Tavlor A . . p—
T LT 2 A N R ORISR B LS T AT — T . MF 1s.pa'1nn1n.gto setupt e. aylor .nderson Memorial Monument atF e ‘ -
N e s e s o o, Ishinomaki Minamihama Tsunami Memorial Park currently under construction 4
A= DBORBIEZ210,. 745 —HELLTFAS5— 7 . . . . . e )
N - B - . . in the Minamihama district of Ishinomaki City in order to pass on to future =
E=Y VR R E T AT, A RN ORGSR =) 7ICEk . , . .
Y = generations Taylor Anderson's desire to become a bridge between Japan and the
ceomk S0 A0 2 1 [H Hom% AT SN . P : ;
WS PIE T o Al R U BTl O REAIR *’ﬁ%é h ) Saew, R United States. The monument was commissioned to Takashi Sugimura, a
CERBILELI THIE TA T —8ADTHL ER R H 6l zgjizfgimura sculptor from Fujieda City, Shizuoka Prefecture. Photo on page46 shows Takashi
DR EFETENEIA (20194:6H). Sugimura talking about his vision for the monument while looking at Taylor's L
photos etc. (June 2019). ( %
-, = 5
8. 747 —HE~DILIR =4
. 8. Support for TAMF
FAS—IEE K AT O, S COMAPHIE R3EH 6O EOLWTT, 2 pp
DVLODEIEALET, TAMF has been supported by donations and other forms of support from many
favlcereen individuals, organizations and businesses. A few of these are listed below.
e
1) GlobalGiving (20114~ L
D g F~) & ° 5 (1) GlobalGiving (2011—) s "
P . N RPN ~ ’L’I{—i & A - y -~
GlobalGivingld . K7~ t ¥ DCEHK LT SH N@Eﬂ GlobalGiving is an international crowdfunding organization based in 6
; =

Washington, D.C. TAMF has raised funds through donations to provide funds
for the two projects of “Help Students, Families and School Recover” and

B e 75w K770 FA VI DMELT. 745 —H4
. 7 bi-b %2383 % [Help Students, Families M

and School Recover] & ¥R EEMGT L GlobalGiving® 74 7 — g~ D ’ “Scholarships to Live Dreams and Move Forward”. The former has raised about
[Scholarship to Live Dreams and Move Forward|®D ’?hﬁ%%éf;g:}i/b Givi beite ¢ $98,000 and the latter about $35,000 so far, with the former being used to
NN . e page of GlobalGiving website to
AlzoD7uly MV efegR L T EE-TEELT:, solicit donations to TAMF establish the Taylor Reading Corners and the latter being used to fund the N
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CNETIEZSLEFMNEE. HIEPH8,000 F v, % H#35,000 Fv T HiHE 1L 74
S—RDFHIEL L HEIMEYMCAYHD 74 S —RFEREICRETONTSE LI,

(2) EDHIHE (20154E2H15H . 20164E2H2H .
20174E2H22H . 20184:2H27H . 20194E3H8H)
AR TS ADEET 5 EOETE | 5520154 LA,
FAS—HERXETERODANY ML TUET,
3 201541 TR XD - ¥ v & bV AT, 5iHk%
oMk A~y borl BEANBRE SREER TS L ORERESAD DA
e eV COBMESRATHA 2= 7 h— 2 — O L%
WA =R T FIALLI B LBV DFEEI DY L1, 20164EH1 6 1%,

HHHBEROEBIET, 25 v 7S5 MOMERRO L

Shoichiro Toyoda making
remarks at a charity event.

At "Fureika" PRESN. NGO AREUTIES SR ERFHFH LTV
in Minato-ku, Tokyo .
on February 27, 2018. ailiz,

(3)#TELLIF—(20174E~)
BREHD20114EL G HKEALISTFIAMD
REERSADP TP G THLT SOOI EHELY

>4 T

BOLDOIHFBELIF—IT.LIF—CHIFE 202040 5B IF— a4 54V HilfE

SARH LSS Eh oSt E,h:uﬂﬁif%?ﬁ‘étt‘& i‘i,fféfrz 020,
REMEHVRIFGLLTHMZIRICHFMNINTS

FULZ 20174 G FAS — R EPHJ/LTORLE TV ET. 2017461k 5 H13H
W H SRR R X D EE 2 BT 2018461 5 H12 HIC U BTEE A 2 A 20194E 13 5 12
HECH T RAXOHE A=V T, 2 ZhPIfEs N L1z, 20204 L 202141, 2
aF AN ZERB DTS AL 54 2 T IF—HEUE S, PSR b & hi
L RIEORHEER KPR L0 T2 LE L RESAWR2017ELG T
A5 —REOEEFELLTVET,

4)mAY 74 nv=7HXKlHh2 (JASSC. 2014~20194)

JASSCO MH &, 745 —HED T4 5 ANz bloTFE b 2b
DIEDIZRH>TVA LIRS EZ AL LI, SNIA O Y B 5 il 3% (il A° 7
B 2B LI SR BT EL R bOPTSDIZIDHIAE Y LTV E5745—#4
DB 2 FEM LT, 20144E3H1250,000 Fv D25 fiF % k78, 8 61220154E10A &
20194E3)1121%. 2N &N50,000 v 36,250 FVRAEEZ LI EIL T4 5 — 3k
SUHFMTEILERALELL,

Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

Taylor Scholarship at the Sendai YMCA Academy.

(2)Bridging via Food (February 15, 2015; February 2, 2016;
February 22, 2017; February 27, 2018; March 8, 2019)

Since 2015, the Bridging via Food, led by Atsuko Fujimoto, has been
holding events in support of TAMF; in 2015, the event was held at the
Capitol Tokyu in Tokyo's Chiyoda-ku, with a talk show on Hina dolls by
Tadahiko Ando, third generation traditional craftsman at Kyoto Ando Doll
Shop, and his wife, Hina Doll Coordinator, Keiko Ando demonstrated the
seven-step decorations. Since 2016, funds raised through many events,
including classical music performance and singing session held at Fureika in
Minato-ku, have been donated to TAMF.

(3) Donation Seminars (2017—)

Since immediately after the earthquake in 2011, investment strategist Ryoji
Musha has been calling for “donation seminars” to raise funds to support the
recovery efforts, with participation fees and donations from individuals who
attended the seminar as well as from cooperating securities firms and other
organizations. TAMF is supported by the Donation Seminars since 2017. These
events were held on May 13, 2017, at the Securities Association Hall in
Chuo-ku, Tokyo; on May 12, 2018, at the Tokyo Stock Exchange Hall, and on
May 12, 2019, at the Nikkei Hall in Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo; in 2020 and 2021, the
seminar was held online to avoid infection from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Co-chairman Fujisaki spoke about the U.S. presidential election, the U.S.-China
rivalry. Musha has been auditor of TAMF since 2017.

(4)Japan America Society of Southern California

Japan America Society of Southern California - The JASSC Board of
Directors was impressed that the TAMF was supporting children's homes
(“orphanages”) in Kesennuma, and addressing the PTSD affected children.
Most importantly, they admired the Taylor Reading Corner (special wooden
shelves filled with Japanese and English language books), which will
positively benefit students for many generations. In March 2014, the JASSC
Board of Directors unanimously approved a $50,000 tranche to support the
TAMF. A second $50,000 tranche was provided to the TAMF in October
2015, and a third tranche of $36,250 was made in March 2019.

(honorifics omitted)
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Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

TAMF Chronology®

Event

Pre Earthquake

them while waiting for parents (Mangokuura ES)

8/16/1986 | Taylor Anderson born at Medical College of Virginia, Richmond, VA -
Millwood School (Elementary-weekly rotation of Japanese,

1992-1998 French and Spanish language classes) 99

1998-2000 | Millwood School (Junior High School - studies Japanese) Richmond, VA 59
Saint Catherines School (Japanese not offered,

2000-2004 | 14 continues interest in Anime, Manga, language, culture) 59

2004-2008 Randolph-Macon College (Majors in International Studies and 61
Political Science, takes all Japanese courses available) Ashland, VA
JET (teaches English at one Kindergarten, three Elementary Schools,

2008-2011 two Junior HS etc.) Ishinomaki, Japan 63

3/11/2011 Great Earthquake & Tsunami: Calms students and stays with _

Post Earthquake

Andersons visit Japan to attend TAMF inaugural meeting

3/21/2011 | St. Catherines establishes Taylor Anderson Memorial Gift Fund 71 + 253
First presentation ceremony of the Taylor Reading Corner at Mangokuura ES. .

9/6/2011 Anderson Family attending. 25-75

3/24-3/31 | Andersons Japan visit. Visit Ishinomaki. B

/2012 Major League Baseball honors Taylor at opening season Game.

7/30-8/7 1st Exchange program: Ishinomaki students to the US homestays; 31

/2012 Washington, DC, Richmond, VA and Williamsburg, VA

?2/?)_133/11 Live Your Dream Premiere in Japan: Andersons visit Japan 151

TAMF founded

12/1-12/8 at the Tokyo American Club; meeting with Ambassador Caroline Kennedy; 19 - 23
/2013 Inai Kindergarten Taylor Reading Corner presentation ceremony;
and visit Sendai YMCA.
6/17/2014 JASSC Gala: Japan America Society of Southern CA awards Taylor the 125
International Citizens Award at their 105th Anniversary Gala in Beverley Hills, CA
6/26/2014 | TAMF Japanese NPO officially approved 19 - 23
/74?)_11/14 Andy visits Japan for: TAMF Board Meeting and visit Ishinomaki —
7/27-8/3 . . . . 31 - 205
/2014 2nd Exchange Program: US Students visit Ishinomaki and Tokyo 207 - 217
11/28-12/6 | Andersons visit Japan to attend TAMF kick-off event (Nov.30) 19 - 43
/2014 and visit Sendai YMCA and Ishinomaki Senshu University, etc. 101

The continuance to page 53—
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Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

TAMF Chronology®

Event

from 2015

from 2016

6/21/2015 TAMF General Meeting at America-Japan Society in Akasaka, Tokyo -

7/17-7/31 R-MC and ISU Exchange Program: TAMF/TOMODACHI/ 33+ 131

/2015 Randolph Macon College (R-MC) visit to Ishinomaki and Tokyo

/74%)?58/4 3rd Exchange Program: Japanese Students visit Richmond, etc. 31 - 209

9/6-9/18 | R_MC and ISU Exchange Program: ISU Visit to R-MC, Richmond, VA

12015 - an xchange Program: isit to R-MC, Richmond, 35

9/18/2015 TAMF gwarded first Taylor award at Ishinomaki English speech contest 39
(to continue annually)

11/6-11/16 | Andersons visit Japan to attend: TAMF Board Meeting, -~

/2015 US-Japan Council Annual Conference, and visit Ishinomaki

and TAMF Participant Conference at ISU

6/18/2016 TAMF General Meeting (2nd) at America-Japan Society in Akasaka -
/741(3)-176/18 R-MC and ISU Exchange Program: R-MC Visit Ishinomaki 35
7/28-8/4 . . . . 31 - 211
/2016 4th Exchange Program: US students visit Ishinomaki and toured Tokyo 215 - 291
P oiI8 | R-MC and ISU Exchange Program: ISU Visit to R-MC 35
11/3-11/11 Andersons visit Japan to attend:

/2016 TAMF Board Meeting, Kama ES Taylor Reading Corner presentation, 45

2/26-3/4
/2018

at Kobe's Hyogo Prefectural Museum

from 2018

Andersons visit Japan to attend: TAMF Board Meeting,
Bridging via Food Charity Seminar in Tokyo,

Taylor Reading Corner Presentation at Ogatsu ES,
Mayor of Ishinomaki Meeting.

5/13/2017 ﬁl}lﬁ:‘;t};‘ 1SljeiIsl;lliknia;nz:;: ’}};il’ll‘oTl;}lf((; S:rciltxgities Exchange Hall attended by 49 - 107
6/25/2017 TAMF General Meeting (3rd) at America-Japan Society —
8/11-8/17 5th Exchange Program: Japanese Students visit the US, 33 - 225
/2017 Washington, DC and Richmond, VA 227
11/18/2017 "Live Your Dream" shown at the JETTA Film Festival _

49 - 141

The continuance to page 55—
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Chapter 1 | The History of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

TAMF Chronology®

Event

from 2018

Toru Takanarita attended the presentation ceremony.

Andersons visit to Japan for TAMF Board Meeting,

3/20/2018 | R-MC Young Alumna Achievement Award given to Taylor -
Charity Seminar at the Tokyo Securities Exchange Hall attended by

5/12/2018 Ichiro Fujisaki and Toru Takanarita 49 - 107

6/17/2018 | TAMF General Meeting (4th) at America-Japan Society —

8/3-8/11 6th Exchange Program: US students visit Ishinomaki and toured Tokyo 33+ 229

/2018 233

?2/(1)_198/13 R-MC and ISU Exchange Program 35
TAMF begun Taylor Reading Corner Outreach program

10/18/2018 | over the three years to give English books to all the ES in Ishinomaki. 29

from 2019

Ichiro Fujisaki and Jason Hyland visit elementary schools in Ishinomaki area
(Ayukawa, Oginohama, Higashihama). They toured the schools with

3/12-3/19 Symposium "State of Children in the Disaster Area"
/2019 by TAMF& Kodomo Mirai Kikin at the Japan Press Club, 45
Taylor Reading Corner presentation to Minato ES & JHS, Ishinomaki.
Charity Seminar at Nikkei Hall attended by
5/12/2019 Ichiro Fujisaki and Toru Takanarita. 49 - 107
6/1/2019 TAMF General Meeting (5th) at America-Japan Society -
6/4-6/17 R-MC and ISU Exchange Program: R-MC Visit to 35 - 169
/2019 Ishinomaki Senshu Univ. (ISU), Lauren Bell lectures at ISU
8/6-8/14 7th Exchange Program: Japanese students visit the US, 33 - 937~
/2019 Richmond VA and Washington D.C.
10/13/2019 Charity Concert held by Tiziana Ducati and Sai Soho for TAMF -
at Kioi Hall in Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
11/13/2019 | Ishinomaki presented the letter of appreciation to TAMF 29

from 2020

held on-line due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

2/5/2020 Shinichi Endo who produced the bookshelves funded by 135
Heather and James Murren for the Taylor Reading Corner.
6/19/2020 TAMF General Meeting (6th) was 19

v
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her new lunch box.
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Chapter 2

Taylor's Legacy

Andy Anderson Taylor's father
TAMF Co-chairman

Jean Anderson Taylor's mother
TAMF Board Member

Taylor was our first child and was such a pleasure to have that we of
course wanted more! As a baby she was very easy going and we took her
everywhere. As she began to learn to speak we read to her every day.

We wanted her and her brother and sister to have many experiences
and try many things. All three children had the opportunity to visit
new places on family vacations. We encouraged them to explore so they
would have an idea of what they wanted to do with their lives and would
pursue what would make them happy. In other words, to live their
dreams. Taylor loved to read and she carried that passion with her
throughout her life. She had an interest in Japan since she first had
Japanese classes at Millwood School (K-8). She had a teacher there who
had grown up in Japan who taught Japanese culture and language and
also had artifacts from Japan. She learned kanji and enjoyed anime and
manga. Her favorite character was Totoro. In fact, two of the thirteen in
her first grade class who graduated from Millwood ended up living in
Japan. The example of a good teacher was set for Taylor to emulate one
day!

Her high school, St. Catherine's, did not offer Japanese, but she
continued to study on her own. Her high school art project was a
painting of a woman in a kimono in front of a temple. (The cover of this
book) She pursued her love of reading, Harry Potter and English
Literature on a student literary trip to England.

Derek Kannemeyer, a French and English teacher at St.
Catherine's, taught French to Taylor during her freshman and
sophomore years. She was co-editor of the school literary magazine
he sponsored. He shared that he thought of Taylor not merely as
student, but also as a friend.

He was not surprised Taylor went to Japan to teach. "In a very sort of
easygoing, laid-back way, she was interested in experiencing things," he
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said. "She wasn't somebody I thought of as fearful in any kind of way."
He summed up her philosophy thusly: "You've got to go out in the

world and live."

College Years

Soon after arrival at Randolph-Macon College (R-MC) in 2004 she
let her advisor know that she wanted to go to Japan and teach
English. She majored in Asian Studies and Political Science
programs in college and took all of the available Japanese courses.
She was a spirited member of the Alpha Gamma Delta sorority and
formed lasting relationships with her fellow sisters. She also started
a book club called Randolph Readers so that the members could enjoy
talking about books together.

Taylor's first trip to Japan was for the three-week January term
“History of Tokyo” course in 2006. She journaled each day about her
time there and the enthusiasm for what she was learning and
experiencing was evident. She loved the food, especially sushi and red
bean pastries.

Taylor was awarded a Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship
between her sophomore and junior years and spent the summer on the
R-MC campus in Ashland, Virginia. She chose to study some of the
works of Japanese author Haruki Murakami. One of the points she
concluded Murakami made was there is a need for connections among
people for problems to be solved. That philosophy would prove to a
guide to us when we started her Fund.

During her summers, Taylor spread the joys of Japanese language and
culture to high school students at the Japanese Language Academy at
Virginia Commonwealth University, where she first realized her love for
teaching.

Those were some of the opportunities that helped her see she
wanted to live, work in and explore Japan when she graduated in
2008. That sense of how she wanted to start life after college was
well supported academically, intellectually and socially at R-MC,
especially by her four year roommate Kim Bowman and her Alpha
Gamma Delta sisters. She left R-MC focused on a new life nurtured
by her four years there as an energetic, loving, curious, independent,

determined, resilient and fun loving young lady.
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JET Years

Taylor was determined to be a teacher in the Japan Exchange and
Teaching (JET) program and didn't apply for any other jobs. She was
disappointed when she was wait listed, but we told her to stay positive
and she was accepted to start in August, 2008.

Her first day back in Japan on August 4, 2008 Taylor wrote in her
journal, “First Day back in Japan! I am so glad to be back and relieved
that it feels so much like home. After so much face leaking this
morning I was worried I would not feel comfortable living here without
my tight support circle. However! I feel good.” She proceeded to write
about her flight and day and ended with her goals as a JET for the next
couple of months.

Taylor was assigned to seven schools in Ishinomaki, Japan. For two
and a half years she biked through wind, rain and snow to teach
American culture and language to children ranging from
kindergarten to ninth grade. She taught at Inai Kindergarten and
Junior High School, Mangokuura Elementary and Junior High
School, Watanoha Elementary and Junior High School and Kazuma
Elementary School.

Taylor was fully committed to her students, creating lesson plans
that captured their attention, fostered creativity, and most
importantly developed their minds by expanding their views of the
world. But Taylor wasn't done when she rode home. In her spare
time, she taught conversational English to a group of adults who
called themselves the Kiwi Club with whom she also enjoyed singing
karaoke. She wrote of karaoke in her journal, “that it was pretty
much the best thing ever”. After two and a half years she had grown
to be an irreplaceable part of the community and was planning to
return home in August.

Taylor was not just enthusiastic about Japan, but the world, having
traveled to South Korea, Taiwan, Hawaii, and Italy. Her weekends were
full of friends, hiking, snowboarding and sight seeing. Taylor was always
busy with her projects, whether she was making jewelry, origami, or a
presentation for her students. Above all she had a life long passion for
reading.

Taylor traveled all over Japan with her friends and went to many

festivals. Taylor made amazing friends in Japan but still managed to
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keep up the great relationships she had made at home. Most importantly
she continued to talk to her boyfriend James Kenney, and their
relationship grew from afar. James visited her twice in Japan, sharing in

her passion for the country. He planned on proposing to her upon her

return to Richmond in August.
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“Student love is the best love.”. She knew she wanted to come home at

TR EFOTOEL, ’ N~
the end of her three years as a JET and somehow continue to be a bridge

As she did for her many students whether they were Japanese or
American, Taylor instilled a love for foreign culture in the hearts of her
family. Her exuberance for the world she lived in overflowed; Taylor's

smile, humor and intelligence infected those around her, inspiring

! learning and curiosity, but mostly unrecoverable experiences and
HHENZTA S —SADRERB b
Children could not put eyes off Taylor.

friendships.
Taylor read and journaled throughout her time in Japan. One of her

favorite possession's was the Kindle that her boyfriend James bought her.
She also became a teacher whose highest satisfaction was when she
received good interactions from her students. Her love for her students

and teaching showed in one of her last entries in her journal which read,

KANEAARRZIRITL.Z(CSADERVCSBMLELLE HATHEIELLOVLEK between our two countrics 0
. < s w w .
AFT2ILEY . HBORAL LRRE R We've heard from other JETs and Taylor's JET friends that they %
JTuEli, bbb . kiR —f 7> . . .
consider the communities they were fortunate to be a part of as their
FOPz— b2 r=—LORERERHT . A second homes. They and their communities build multiple bridges
DB 6TERE- T ILL, between our two countries every day. We all need to thank the people
Ta—AXE2ESHADH LN, Bk in the Japanese government who had the foresight to start this program 7
DHA~NDEHERE D bEoTVE L. % and to continue to invest in it despite budget challenges. Each JET is an o
WBHILFAZ—DY v F VNIRRT ambassador for their country at the grass roots level who is forever ?
BAR—ATAHAILIZLTVELI, connected to their second home. And thousands of Japanese students =
n HARLZAYAD KD FAEIZLT-DLEC learn about other countries and cultures and have a personal connection
U&%’éb(:¥1§f:Bkﬁ$%§éLU;—4;—éh 0.4 5 — W RBED LA IE AL~ D to a foreign teacher. They are more likely to grow up and be grass roots
Celebrationg doll's festival in March. Flzf L ol EsAHR~D ambassadors as well.
AL JREBNARE»Y T HRLDEH, 21— >
7 AP O B R U A0 R R L A B2 D T ORI ~ L] Inspirational Spirit a?
AoTiadli, Taylor's gift to all of us is her inspirational spirit We learned of that L

TAS—HARIZVIM. . A2HARZY HidkHVLLTVELE kD E
RUEAVE . A=A 7V FDP2—4XHkzKindleT Lz, &7 &k -
ThOR ERLORFE»ORMOMEEEB[TOE LI AP AL ICEES
BL ALY ISP RARORBIIHIPNTOREEOBEIRED

spirit from the words of two of her students, a friend and her fiancé
James.

Ji Eun Lin spoke about Taylor at the April, 2011 Atlanta Consulate
Japanese Speech Competition Her speech was entitled “Ripples” and
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says in part:

“ I met Taylor in high school when she was a counselor at the Japanese
Language Academy. She was so lively that we gave her the nickname the
Energizer Bunny. I remember her telling me about the JET Program,
and how much she'd wanted to participate in it. Seeing how hungry she
was for her dream and her passions encouraged me to pursue dance,
which I had been afraid to explore seriously for academic reasons. Now,
I am majoring in dance management in the business school, and
“dancer” is the label I identify most strongly with. If I had never met
Taylor, I would be a completely different person today, and likely much
less happy.

Reconsidering the impact that Taylor made in my life changed my
perspective on the disaster. Although the time I spent with her was
little, those small moments made all the difference in my life. I realized
that humans, despite what the forces of nature can do, weren't so
powerless after all, that we all have the potential to impact the world.
We shouldn't focus on only what can be seen, or what is directly in front
of us. Instead, we should act with conviction that the time we have with
those around us holds limitless possibilities.”

Ayumu Nishimura was a first year Ishinomaki high school student at
the time of the tsunami who Taylor taught and tutored for English
Speech Competition when he was in Junior High School. He was once
again to be in an English Speech Competition when we visited
Ishinomaki in September to dedicate the first Taylor Anderson Reading
Corner. Ayumu starts his speech:

“The person who will change your life. You may think it difficult to
find such a person. But I believe they are all around us. In practice,
human beings grow up affected by someone else's way of thinking,
however when we become teenagers, we often shut others out, and tend
to deny any link with those who have affected us.” He then tells how he
was having a hard time socially, how approachable his ALT was and
how they started to communicate. He continues:

“Then finally I told her, "I used to get bullied and was shy but now,
somehow, I can communicate with others!" She listened to my story, and
said, "You've tried to overcome anxieties and troubles through your own
efforts. I'm proud of you. I never even noticed that you had any troubles.
I've always thought you were such a positive person. 'As the saying goes,
the nail that sticks out gets hammered, but the nail that sticks out too
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much doesn't', so Ayumu, be that nail, be beyond peoples' criticism." It
was at that moment I knew I had met the person who changed my life
entirely.

Now, thanks to her, I am no longer shy and I have lots of friends. I am
not at all who I used to be. I'd like to speak with her again... as the
person I am now, unfortunately.... I can't. She is no longer with us. She
was one of the many who passed away in the Tsunami on March 1lth.

Ladies and gentlemen, are you troubled by anything? If so, would you
consider this; you are not alone, there are people out there who
understand you. Take the first step and talk to them, you may find the
answers you are looking for. It might even be a moment that could
change your life like my ALT changed mine.

In my mind, her message is still shining. She's gone, but her words are
still here with me. And now it's my turn, to pass them on.”

Taylor's JET friend Aaron said that Taylor was always “making you do
something you don't want to do, and then making you love it, and then
making you love her for having made you do it.”

James, her fiancé, captured her spirit well:

“Her determination to pursue her dreams was one of the things that I
loved about her the most. Combine that with her infectious optimism
and her lust for life, and I was smitten. The best way I have found to
keep her with me is to live what she taught me.

She taught me to embrace life and follow my goals, and not to worry
about where the journey will take me. She taught me to break up the
routine, to go out and explore, and think of every day as an opportunity
to have fun. She taught me that if you get the sudden urge to try
something new, then do it... and if you have any friends nearby, drag
them along with you- they will thank you later. Taylor lived by these
principles, and her life was so full of love and happiness that I feel lucky
that I was able to be a part of it. I know that if I can live the lessons
she taught me, it will make me a better person- and if I can teach others
to do the same by example, then Taylor Anderson, the walking ray of
sunshine, will keep on shining.”

Taylor's last Christmas at home with us in 2010 she came home from
Japan a day earlier than she had told James she would be arriving so she
could surprise him. Jean and I asked him to come by to help us prepare
for a surprise party for her the next day. And of course, the surprise was

on him. She was wearing a Christmas bow in her hair and Jean asked
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her why. She said, “I'm a present.”

I think one of her presents to us is her inspirational spirit. Taylor's
lesson about how you act every day to live your dreams is a bundling of
courage and energy, positive attitude, happiness, goals, persistence, and
learning about yourself, others and the world around you. That all
helped her become who she was and defined her spirit.

Taylor was living her dream in Japan and one of the next dreams she
wanted to fulfill was to return to America and be a bridge between our
two countries. We heard this from Taylor as well as her friends and
students. That inspires us to help her dream come true. That dream has
given hope to many in Ishinomaki, at home and beyond. Taylor, in her
own way, for each of us in our own way, opened up a whole new world
for us and reminds us we can live our dreams, too. She'll always live on
as we emulate her every day.

Taylor was a warm, kind human being and thought a lot about others.
And her last acts on earth were helping -- helping somebody else. So,
that pretty much sums up who she was. She loved her friends. She loved
her boyfriend. She loved her family. And she always showed that, and we
felt it.

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund

Friends from St. Catherine's school were one of the first to visit us
when Taylor was missing, held vigils for her and mourned the news of
Taylor's passing. St. Catherine's full motto is “What we keep we lose;
only what we give remains our own.” Taylor's mother Jean and sister
Julia reached out to St. Catherine's the day we heard that Taylor had not
survived the tsunami to see if they would want to host a fund to help
with Tohoku recover in Taylor's name. A student at St. Catherine's had
the idea to sell bracelets with the school's motto for $1 to raise money
for Taylor's fund sponsored by the school. That was the start of a fund
that raised more than $400,000 for Tohoku recovery until we started the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund as a Japanese charity. The fund was
established to help students, schools and families in the Ishinomaki area
recover from the earthquake and tsunami as we expect Taylor would
have wanted and to pursue Taylor's dream of being a bridge between our
two countries.

As mentioned earlier, Taylor was awarded a Summer Undergraduate
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Research Fellowship between her sophomore and junior years at
Randolph Macon College in Ashland, Virginia. She chose to study
some of the works of Japanese author Haruki Murakami. One of the
points she concluded Murakami made was there is a need for
connections among people for problems to be solved. That
conclusion was certainly on target for the challenges created by the
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. What we strove to do
with Taylor's Fund was to make the connections which led to
relationships to help schools, students and families recover as we
believe Taylor would wish. We felt Taylor's focus would be on
students because they would need the opportunity to continue to grow
and learn during the long process of recovery and reconstruction.
The JET community, Taylor's Japanese friends, and Ambassador and
Mrs. Fujisaki were instrumental in connecting us to the people in
Japan who could help make this wish a reality.

We first met Ambassador and Mrs. Fujisaki when they graciously
sent a car to Richmond for Julia, Jean and Jeff to bring them to Dulles
to meet us upon our return from taking care of Taylor's affairs in Japan.
James and I were escorted to the diplomatic customs area upon our
return to Dulles where we met Ambassador and Mrs. Fujisaki. Their
care and concern was very comforting. They escorted us to the cars they
provided to take us home to Richmond and I heard Ambassador Fujisaki
say to Julia, “Let's keep that our secret.” She nodded and we parted. Or
course, I had to ask Julia what the secret was. While they were waiting
for us to arrive Julia had placed a washable tattoo on Ambassador
Fujisaki's wrist that matched the one on hers. This was a kind gesture
to relate to our daughter in the most basic and kind way. This was the
start of a bridge being built.

Mrs. Fujisaki traveled to Taylor's service in Richmond the following
week and they always included our family in events related to the Great
East Japan Earthquake. One month after the disaster a prayer service
was held for Japan at the National Cathedral. Jean and I were invited
back to the Fujisaki's residence after for an impromptu dinner. It was
there that Jean and Mrs. Fujisaki first thought of the idea of the Taylor
Anderson Reading Corners. Mrs. Fujisaki reached out to Mr. Toru
Takanarita who had a long relationship with Ishinomaki as a reporter
and friend to many there. He introduced the idea of the reading

corners in Taylor's seven schools to them and then found the craftsman
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Chapter 2 | Taylor

to build them, Mr. Shinichi Endo.

Taylor had taught the Endo's children and he and his wife Ryoko
had lost all three of their children in the disaster. We first met
Shinichi in Ishinomaki at the dedication of the Taylor Bunko to
Mangokuura Elementary School in September, 2011. He was an
inspiration to us for the strength he showed. Taylor had taught us
about omiyage and our omiyage to him was a pen made of wood. We
then met him again in March, 2012 at his shop where he was
building another set of bookshelves for a Taylor bunko. Jean's father
was a carpenter and we gave Endo-san one of his wood planes. He
gave us 50 hyoshigi straps which we used as omiyage when we
returned home. We bought another 50 from him to use as gifts to
the Kickstarter donors to the making of the film “Live Your Dream:
The Taylor Anderson Story”.

Until this time we had not met Shinichi's wife Ryoko. We had heard
she was depressed and rightfully so. Endo-san continued to work with
each school and Project Yui to custom make bookshelves for the Taylor
Bunko's. Their children had been students at Watanoha E.S. We
learned that when the Taylor Bunko was installed there in the summer
of 2012 Ryoko went to the Taylor Bunko to read to the students. Her
courage gave us inspiration and does to this day. Our next two trips to
Ishinomaki we had dinner with both Ryoko and Shinichi. Shinichi has
started his own group of volunteers called Team Watahoi. He and his
wife helped organize the 1000th day ceremony at the Ganbarou sign in
Ishinomaki. Together with the Endo's, we helped light 3266 candles for
those who were lost in Ishinomaki on 3/11/11.

Shinichi states in “Live Your Dream” that he believes only a human
being can save another human being. The Endo's and Fujisaki's are
four special friends we have because of Taylor. Those are just a few of
the connections inspired by Taylor which keeps her spirit always with us.

Jean, Julia, Jeff and I traveled to Ishinomaki September, 2011 to help
dedicate the first Taylor Bunko at Mangokuura Elementary School, the
school where Taylor was teaching on 3/11. Sixty of Taylor's favorite
children's books and over 200 books chosen by the school are part of the
Taylor Bunko. Part of what we shared with Taylor's sixth grade students
at the September 6th Taylor Bunko Dedication was:

“We have so many people to thank for the creation of the Taylor
Bunko for your school. The city of Ishinomaki, Mr. Toru Takanarita,
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Chapter 2 | Taylor

Mr. Cameron Peek of Miyagi Prefecture, Ms. Aya Nakagawa of Project
Yui who coordinated with the schools, Barbara Hancock of the Tokyo
America Club and many more.

We must also remember to thank Taylor because the Taylor Bunko is a
gift from Taylor to us all. We look at it and see beautiful bookshelves
made by Endo-san, books that Taylor read when she was your age, a
computer and a DVD with Taylor's story. The first books you see are
ones that Taylor liked to read when she was in Elementary School. Your
Parent Teacher Association will choose many more books to fill the
shelves.

But Taylor Bunko represents more than physical things and that's what
we'd most like to tell you about today.

Taylor loved to read, and once she learned to read, there was no
stopping her! She was reading a book that she chose to read (not
necessarily what her school chose) every day of her life. Why books? 1
think it was because when you read a book the words turn into pictures
and thoughts and your imagination runs wild. Reading helped her
decide who she was and what her dreams were. So her gift to you is not
just these books.  Part of her gift to you is a way for you to learn what
your dreams are.

But it's not just reading books that helped Taylor, or will help you,
decide your dreams. What you read in a book might be thought of
differently by others. Taylor started a book club called “Randolph
Readers” when she attended Randolph-Macon College in Virginia. A
book club is a group of people who decide to read the same book and
then meet to talk about the book. Talking about books with other
people helps you better understand those people and what you read.
And it is fun!

It is one thing to have dreams, but it is another to live them. I
learned from a TV reporter that one of Taylor's students told her that she
use to encourage her students by quietly telling them “ganbatte” when
they needed to try again or persevere. That was a gift she was giving to
you every time she said it.

Why courage? Because achieving your dreams takes a long time, a lot
of work and trying again and again. And you especially need courage in
times like these when you have to start over in many ways.

Another part of her gift to us is her example of how she lived her life.
She loved to have fun and was always smiling. She had genki. She liked
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Chapter 2 | Taylor

to treat others as she would like to be treated. Omiyage was one of her
favorite traditions. When Taylor was in sixth grade she won the
humanitarian award at her middle school - A humanitarian is a person
who is devoted to the welfare of all human beings and who shows these
values by continual care and concern for others. They always reach out
to others, by showing sensitivity at all times, and by being equally kind
to adults, peers and younger children. We think one of the reasons she
loved Japan and the people of Japan is she felt those same values here.

The Dedication on the bookshelf and the book labels read “In memory
of Taylor Anderson and all loved ones lost on March 11, 2011”. We will
never be at peace with losing Taylor and we share that feeling with the
many others who lost loved ones on March 11. What we can be at peace
with is how well we honor and remember them. And most of all, how
well we are inspired and follow their good examples. Reading inspired
Taylor to live her dreams and we hope the books and computer software
will help inspire you to find and live yours.

We hope when you think of the Taylor Bunko you think of finding
your dreams and having the courage and energy to live them. That
would make Taylor happy. But we hope most of all that you remember
this gift is from the love that Taylor had for you, her students.”

HEDMGFHERLUEHRTA 7 —
Taylor, the photographer,
admiring the scenery of Ishinomaki.
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Painting drawn by high school student
Taylor in 2002 of a woman in kimono in
front of a temple.
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Chapter 2

Japan captured Taylor's imagination

Julia Kerr Taylor's younger sister

Jeff Anderson Taylor's younger brother

As Taylor's younger siblings, we grew with her leading as our example. We
often share stories from those times of her creativity, and her steadfast and
easygoing nature. We remember the joy Taylor brought into our lives everyday.
Her tenacity to live life to the fullest is a daily inspiration.

Japan captured Taylor's imagination. She became very passionate about
this far away place and shared it with us through manga and anime. It
was amazing to see her realize her dream and have a life in Ishinomaki
where she could fully integrate into the culture through studying the
written language and the kiwi club.

It was amazing to visit her a year after she arrived and see all the
schools she rode her bike to and her very active life. She had many
special places in her adopted hometown that held her heart and mind:
the manga museum, Hiyoriyama Park, karaoke rooms and her many
schools. Everywhere we ran into her students, colleagues and friends.
Everyone was so warm.

Her passion for Japan really shone in the way she described her life.
She only had more excitement and plans to stay connected to Japan
through her career, family and friends. She was boldly optimistic for
everything in her and Japan's future together. She could make anyone
passionate about this island nation.

We are so thankful for the work that TAMF has continued to do over
the past 10 years. The Fund gave support to those most affected in
Taylor's local community, provided for orphans, giving them powerful
cross cultural experiences, and bridged cultures through countless
exchanges.

We still remember what it was like visiting Japan 6 months after the
tsunami. Being able to visit Ishinomaki and support the community
through food donations, a park clean up, and visiting one of her schools,
was a beautiful way to keep her memory alive. We are so grateful that
her name, legacy, and spirit has been honored in so many ways through
the work of TAMF.

]
4
=

o 3

o

81



Live i
Your
Dream
Chapter 3 C_
)
% 3= :
TAS—HE HMELCOSIE

TAMF Board
Thoughts from Board Members and Advisors

G — B, T IR ¥~
WW=INZGenvayz/ ) - NR—=)
EB B 2 R Bl

g h— g P R

Ichiro Fujisaki, Yoriko Fujisaki
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Chapter 3

Unmet Friend Taylor

IChiI'O Fujisaki TAMF Co-chairman

Former Japanese Ambassador to the United States
President, The America-Japan Society,Inc

Sometimes I have a curious feeling when I realize that I have not actually
met Taylor. I feel like I know her well because I have read and heard so
much about her. In addition, I have known her parents Jean and Andy so
well in the last ten years that I believe I can tell how Taylor was from her
parents.

I have had 43 years of diplomatic life. There are many memories. The
most important one was the Great East Japan Disaster in which about
20,000 people lost their lives. At the time, I was the Japanese Ambassador
to the United States and was the go-between for Tokyo and the US
Government. The main channel was in Tokyo but because all the US
government agencies are headquartered in Washington DC, I played the role
of a back channel. I communicated with American officials several times a
day to exchange information and transmit requests or messages from Japan.
I cannot overstate how much we were helped by the US government,
military, people, schools and children. The disaster was of course most tragic
but I thought we were fortunate to have Americans standing by our side at
our most critical moment in the post war history.

My other task was to appear on the US national TV networks every day to
explain about the situation in Japan. At the time, there was a big concern
around the world about a nuclear accident. With rather formal Q&As
prepared by Tokyo, I thought I would not be able to cope with the very
inquisitive American media. Embassy staff sent from various ministries
helped me everyday to prepare for these interviews. As I had to appear on
TV news programs, [ watched them ardently as well.

One day, Piers Morgan of CNN who replaced Larry King after his
retirement was interviewing two women. They were mother and sister of a
missing young woman in Ishinomaki, Taylor Anderson. The father went to
Japan with Taylor's boyfriend to search for her. Piers Morgan asked the
mother if she were not concerned to send her daughter to an
earthquake-ridden country like Japan. I was flabbergasted by such an
insensitive question. But the mother smiled and calmly answered that the
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Chapter 3 | TAMF Board Thoughts from Board Members and Advisors

parents were happy because the girl realized her childhood dream and went
to Japan to teach English.

I was truly moved by her graciousness. I was also grateful that she did not
say a word of regret. My eyes were almost wet. This was the first time I saw
Jean and Julia Anderson.

To our dismay, Taylor was found dead few days later. The father and the
boyfriend came back with cremains. We met them and other Taylor family
members at the Dulles International Airport near Washington DC.

One month later, the US Government arranged a memorial service at the
Washington Cathedral for all those who lost their lives in the disaster.
Priests of various religions prayed for the lost and the bereaved family
members. Jean and Andy drove up from Richmond, and we had a light
supper afterwards at my residence. Since then we have become close friends
and are now on first name terms. Their warmth and openness made us think
that Taylor must also have been a warm and positive girl. We attended the
memorial service at Randolph Macon, Taylor's alma mater. We were invited
to Julia's wedding at church and reception on the beautiful and expansive
lawn at the home of the Andersons.

After I returned to Japan, Andy asked me to work with him on
establishing an NPO in Tokyo for donating Reading Corners, facilitating
student exchanges and offering helping hands to local smaller groups
working for restoration and children welfare. I accepted it right away. And 1
asked my friends to join as well.

We have been greatly helped financially by many organizations and people.
Andersons have welcomed students from Ishinomaki and has always held a
barbecue party at their home. The students are visiting Ishinomaki almost
every year. Toru Takanarita located a wood carver, Shinichi Endo, to make
the bookshelves for the Reading Corners. For the visiting high school
students, the Takanaritas have always prepared itineraries, organized
accommodations and meals, and have met them and sent them off at the
airport as well. Without their dedication, the program would not have been
and would not be possible.

We will continue to offer Reading Corners and student exchanges. We
would like to thank all those who have helped us until now and would like

to seek further support.
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Chapter 3

Taylor's Bunko

Yoriko Fujisaki TAMF Board Member

We lived in Washington DC when The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred
on March 11th, 2011.

TV news showed Kesennuma City in the dark where fires were burning in
several places. We called our daughters and our aged mothers in Japan but
couldn't get through and found that emails were more effective.

Several days later the mother and the sister of Ms. Taylor Anderson who was
missing in Ishinomaki in Japan appeared on CNN's TV news program. I
remembered my own case when calls didn't get through even when you try again
and again. How anxious they must be! I felt as if my stomach were frozen. Taylor's
mother Jean said, “I was happy for my daughter since it was her dream to go to
Japan.” The daughter who lived across the Ocean and, at that time, could not be
reached. The mother said she was happy for her daughter who accomplished her
dream. I could not find any word.

On March 27th the father returned to the US with the ashes of Taylor and we met
all the family members at the airport. I expressed my deepest sympathy and said as
I share the same religion, “God bless you.” from the bottom of my heart wishing to
convey all my feelings. Jean looked into my eyes and said, “Faith helps.”

A memorial service for Taylor was held at the church in Richmond, the city where
she was born and brought up. It was a sunny day and the white church stood in peace
against the green lawn in a quiet residential neighborhood. A lot of young people
entered the church where many origami paper cranes folded by her friends were
displayed. On the altar there was a bundle of colorful mascots, which was actually a
cellphone decorated with mascots, particularly trendy among young women in Japan.
After the service, Andy, Taylor's father spoke. “This is Taylor's cell phone left at her
apartment. It was school's rule that cell phones were not allowed at school. After the
earthquake Taylor made sure all the children were safe and went back in haste on
her bike to call and tell us ‘I'm OK.' Tears flowed from my eyes.

In the US it is common to donate to a selected cause instead of sending flowers.
Taylor's parents set up an endowment fund with her alma mater, St. Catherine's School.

“We would like to do things Taylor would have done for the children in
Ishinomaki.” That was her parents wish and they were thinking to donate a
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library since Taylor loved to read. Considering how things would be in Ishinomaki
in the aftermath of the earthquakes, it would take years to get a library established
and constructed. The idea of “bunko” in Japan hit me. Bunko is a collection of
books, sometimes collected by an individual or, other times, books that are
gathered for a certain purpose. Even if it were small in size it would serve the
purpose to provide the children with opportunities to expose themselves to the
English language and American culture.

I asked my American friend, Ms. Susan Komori, who is familiar with Japanese
culture for advice and she said “There are ‘reading corners' in the US that are
named after a person who is deceased. They usually come as a set of bookshelves
and benches.” Both Jean and Andy liked the idea and decided to donate the
reading corners to all seven schools in which Taylor taught. Then we had to find
the appropriate person to build the bookshelves and benches. So, I asked
Takanarita-san whom we knew back in the 1990's in Washington DC and who
lived in Ishinomaki as a correspondent at that time for his advice. He helped us
by asking Endo-san as well as Nakagawa-san who coordinated with the schools.
Thanks to their efforts, each of the seven schools where Taylor taught received a
Bunko by the end of 2013. Now there are 20 Bunko in Ishinomaki.

In June of 2012, the wedding of Taylor's sister Julia was held at the same
church in Richmond. It was raining heavily and was very windy since the
morning. As I had heard that the wedding reception would take place in the
garden at the home of the Anderson's, I was concerned about how the outdoor
event would go. Arriving at the church, we found a kokeshi, small wooden doll
standing on the altar. Jean greeted us with a smile saying, “The Kokeshi is
Taylor. You know, the strong wind this morning. It was Taylor. We were all
saying Taylor is here!” After the ceremony at church we went to the Anderson's
for a reception. The house was on the edge of a hill overlooking the river and vast
green scenery. It was like an ocean of green, which you can see through roofs of
houses under the canopy. With the wide open sky and green ocean, the wind and
water may look like Taylor's blessing from high above. There were tents with tables
and wildflowers from the garden arranged in individual glass vases by Jean.

I am grateful to Jean and Andy for visiting Ishinomaki almost every year.
Once I said their positive attitude is so impressive. Andy calmly said “It's
not easy. We are making efforts.” The words “Faith helps.” came to me.

The children grew and now there are not any students who know Taylor in person.
Those that did have already left. The children at the schools where they have Bunko
can read English books in their leisure time. We hope they learn the attitude Taylor
suggested, like “Try it, you'll like it” and make their dreams happen.
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Chapter 3

An Enduring Cause

Barbara Hancock TAMF Board Member

Chair, American Chamber of Commerce in Japan Charity Ball Committee
Treasurer, Republicans Overseas Japan

On March 11, 2011, I was sitting in a conference room at the newly rebuilt
Tokyo American Club as part of a committee planning the opening gala. Those
of us who live in Tokyo become accustomed to the brief shakes that happen
periodically and as we sat discussing plans at our meeting, we thought we were
experiencing just another small shake. We nervously exchanged glances as we
realized this was not small. As the shake subsided, we were quickly led out of
the building where we stood in the parking lot experiencing a series of powerful
aftershocks and finally back into the club where we watched the horror unfold in
Tohoku on the tv screens.

From that moment we realized that there would be no opening gala and our
next step was to do whatever we could to help those so enormously impacted by
the Tsunami. This effort went on for months as we organized food, medicine and
other supplies to be shipped to the region. This club-wide effort culminated in a
fundraising event to support small projects and teams doing hands on work to
make a difference in the region. It was through this effort, as we searched to
find the best organizations and causes to support, that we first met Andy and
heard Taylor's story. Her story was so compelling that we immediately wanted to
do as much as we could to support.

The story we heard was that a large number of the schools in Ishinomaki were
totally destroyed by the earthquake and tsunami. Among the many tragically lost
lives was that of Taylor Anderson, a much-loved young American English teacher
who lived and worked in Ishinomaki. In memory of Taylor, and in cooperation
with her family, with the Ishinomaki Board of Education, and the International
Affairs Division of Miyagi Prefecture, our donation was to be used to create
“Taylor's Corners” in the libraries of the 7 schools (including kindergartens) at
which Taylor was teaching. What was to ultimately become the Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund became one of the very first causes we sponsored.

From that time on my work in fundraising at the Tokyo American Club and
at the American Chamber of Commerce in Japan included assistance to this very
worthy cause. I was honored to be asked to join the Taylor Anderson Memorial
Fund board and have had the privilege of getting to know the Anderson family
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and their dedication to making Taylor's devotion to her students and Japan
something that will remain part of the fabric of the area into the future. The
bridge that they have created between the US and Japan through the Fund has
also been extremely impressive and touched many lives. Being a small part of
making this effort successful and knowing the people involved in making these
wonderful reading corners possible has been and continues to be a truly

rewarding experience.
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Chapter 3

A Letter to Taylor

Lori Henderson TAMF Board Member

Executive Director,
British Chamber of Commerce in Japan

Dear Taylor,

Over the past ten years you've taught me so many lessons about the power of
the human spirit. While we never met in person, you've become a friend and
guide, showing how compassion and soridarity can reach across borders and
transform even the darkest of nights.

My introduction to you and your family was through your friend, Jane. We
began corresponding at a time when your ‘hometown’ of Ishinomaki was still
littered with large debris and the pain of your passing - and all those lost on
3/11 - was extremely raw. In those early days, Jane took us to meet your students
- Kyoko, Yukiko, Suzuki-san who, while suffering their own loss, were
rebuilding their lives, and your community.

A couple of months later we sat at a large table in the reception area of the
Ishinomaki Grand Hotel for a meeting that brought together the future core
members of TAMF, including Mr.Endo who was in the clutches of agonizing
grief. We quietly shared stories and ideas for moving forward; I can still feel that
meeting in my bones.

At that time, we struggled to glean larger meaning from the disasters, from
your passing and the loss of the Endo children, Hana, Kanta and Kana. It was
too soon. Somehow, though, you brought us to that table, kept us together, and
in time oversaw the creation of your fund.

As the months went by, your spirit gently moulded new bridges between Japan
and the US - and the world.

The opening of your first bunko was in some ways a solemn occasion but
as we showed up and saw the smiles of the kids in the playground of
Mangokuura Elementary School, we got a glimpse of what could be achieved
through TAMF. The children - who'd all been through so much - were
intrigued by our arrival; they jostled and shouted HALLO in their best
English. From unimaginable pain, positive energy had begun to flow. As we
left, a friend and colleague jokingly turned one of the kids upside down. We
felt your playful presence.
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Some months later, we gathered together for your movie screening in Tokyo,
with friends who in the direct aftermath of 3/11 had volunteered to clear rubble
and debris from various locations around Ishinomaki and Onagawa. You gave us
permission to watch and weep, and understand how your journey could help
others process their own grief.

Since then, you have breathed life not only into the reading corners and
other projects that have enriched the lives of children and young people
through the power of storytelling; you have helped heal some of the pain
wreaked by 3/11.

Even now, Taylor, you remain the nucleus of a network of
extraordinary people; seeing your parents and the Endos continues to be,
each time, a gift. Your short life continues to channel so much meaning,
and your impact reaches far beyond the pages of this book, through the
smiles of the young people of Ishinomaki, and the hearts of people across
the world. Thank you.
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Chapter 3

Children Let Us Live On;

the Thoughts of Two Parents

Hiroko Kuniya TAMF Board Member

Former Anchor of Close-Up Gendai, a daily current affairs program on NHK-TV
General Service. Member of the Board of Trustees to the Tokyo University of the Arts
Project Professor at Keio University Graduate School of Media and Governance

Having been involved with the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF),
what has deeply remained in my heart are the thoughts the two couples
shared with me. The Andersons and the Endos. Mr. Shinichi Endo is making
bookshelves for the Taylor Bunko Reading Corner and his wife is Ryoko.
The Endos lost all three of their children in the tsunami.

It was at the kick-off event of TAMF in November 2014 held at the
International House in Tokyo. I was asked to interview the two couples and Ms.
Yukiko Noguchi was the interpreter. The two couples took seat side by side on
the stage. I had planned to ask them how they coped with their loss of children,
what it had been like to live through the disaster and their thoughts on the
TAMEF. I was told in advance that Ryoko-san had never spoken about the disaster
in the presence of others. So I was not sure until the very end if it was
appropriate to ask her to share her painful experience in front of many people.

“How would you like Taylor to be remembered by the people in Ishinomaki as
well as in Japan in the days to come?” was my question to the Andersons.
Taylor's mother Jean replied quietly. “I would like the world to remember her as
a giving human being who thought of others first.” Her father Andy said, “I
want to think about how she approached life and be involved.” It must not have
been easy to accept the fact that their child's life was taken away all of a sudden
so far away from home. I could see that their love for Taylor prompted them to
start supporting the affected people right after the disaster.

The Endos' story was tinted with regret and a sense of guilt that they could not
save their three children's lives. They said that they couldn't put themselves back
to work, they couldn't even look at the children's photos, they didn't feel like
touching food and that their feelings towards each other drifted apart over time.
Their story brought tears to those who were listening. I, myself, several times felt
unable to find words to ask further, wiping tears flooding from my eyes, too.

In the midst of their deep sorrow it was a request from the TAMF to build
bookshelves that gave Shinichi motivation to resume his work as a wood carver.
Ryoko was engaged in volunteer work with the people who were with her at the
shelter. She said the people who spent time in the shelter helping each other had
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become more like family to her than distant relatives. Such bonds with others
made her believe that she was allowed to live on.

These two couples are bonded by the TAMF. I felt that all they had in their
hearts was the image of their lost children who were happy about what their
parents are doing. Shinichi's words at the conclusion of the interview remain
profoundly in my memory. “Our thoughts are the same as the Andersons'. Our
children taught us what it is to live. Together we wish to live on and share the

meaning of life to the generations to come.”

103

)
5
=

it o 3



H
w
il

104

A = DR /4 I e
ZLTH4 7—-7/5?—‘/‘/23/L%.'?§!5

~
v

so—se my B TH

FE&R N ER T HRETFUHERELRER
WRIR AL BB

THARKES - R G 10HIE E R - 12 2 A IR — B R Kl 6 52

DEFHEE VI E REDEHRANEXIENGOTH 5Project HOPE LFAN ﬁﬁﬂ
FRBDBIEEN - RN JSrD S o2& 2 Th B HAE RN L o il 7 i
DIV [ 77y =HR R I~DFRAD A LBbY |OIREV ok vz i T,
R CDORERBEDOT—NVF U4 =237 Y bRl A—n THUIEIZER
R LTOIREENET 77 I— = F—FEWM B L 256, 2 LTHEREK
lZb VT IARROI LY TE 2 LI, Project HOPEREH TRE D BE R
FUTATEARCH~NCTE L) HARERFBOREEHN L Project HOPED 2 57K
L—2a v TLVBCEODEAZH DM BD THE VI 220 L1z,

D FERRE > HBOERTREZLTVRTFAS—- Ty &—VV SA
DEFZMBILIIEDELL, ZLTT-EBEDOILEY, THBIRH SN
b avTaarulziZul, BALIZELL . RALLAELIVD Y, Fo1:
<:.7.<%>bbit‘/»

D% AGEBL LU E A 2HWEE T REEHERELZD
%EEU;D BRI PPBDOF =LK OTT Y v b @RI HL

ZHE& NOAA.GER T REHMLE T HBERD X — "=y V2 &

SN AL RVTAILYTEELL . THYID I CZEaMEHE
E2OMmbiRICFL-REBLEY MR OFEHOM T EOIrGiE 2 T,
KIMAZ—F 23 CDELELEETHREHBREELEOH~VEZ ML
FLE.7AY A DES FHET A7 IR K6 2 Hif. H DR D& §
PHEBEMIZLEDOR. KREREAFIADEID DI Lbfilol fMLADD
RIELDO3LH»7H6  Project HOPE O BRELAM T 0L AT, A »
PBEALIEVSRTHBILDH-1DIEA),

HWHAKREBR LM ERK. 2L T2 OB O HKB#HR 2 Y £ - 12 i K
TREOTHFWBIRELRLDESRA L BAEEYBEHEVE#HOEZ TV -
ook 4,

Chapter 3

Thinking of Project Hope
and Ms. Taylor Anderson

Kiyoshi Kurokawa TAMF Board Member

Chairperson, National Diet of Japan Fukushima Nuclear Accident
Independent Investigation Commission
Professor emeritus, Tokyo University

My "official involvement" in the Fukushima accident began about 10 days after the
earthquake and tsunami when I received a surprise phone call from Ambassador Ichiro
Fujisaki in the U.S., which led me to a partnership between Project HOPE and the
Health and Global Policy Institute, which I have served as Chairman. During the Golden
Week holidays following the accident, I visited Washington, D.C., to see the people at the
U.S. National Academy of Science, the Carnegie Institution for Science and other
organizations with which I had exchanged frequent e-mails. I met Ambassador Fujisaki as
well. In the collaboration between Project HOPE and the Health and Global Policy
Institute, American medical providers were deployed to the affected area and highly
acclaimed was the work of Mr. Ryoji Noritake, who is currently CEO of the latter.

Later, I learned of the tragedy of Taylor Anderson, a school teacher in Ishinomaki, from
Ambassador Fujisaki. Much later, I had the opportunity to meet her parents when they
came to Japan. It was so sad, how can I put it, I have almost no words for it at all.

The following year, I was appointed as the Chairperson of the very first Diet
Commission to investigate a large scale accident in the Japanese history, the name of
which was National Diet of Japan Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent Investigation
Commission (NAIIC). I led a small team to visit the United States and met key people in
the nuclear field, including the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), NOAA, GE's
Nuclear Power Division. I was able to meet with Senator Daniel Inouye as well. In early
July, I handed the Commission report to the Speakers of both Houses of the Diet. The
report was so well received by people around the world working in the nuclear field and I
was invited to visit organizations involved in nuclear power generation in the United
States, France, Sweden, among others. When I visited the U.S. Congress and the Academy
of Sciences, I again met Ambassador Fujisaki who told me that he called me in March
directly with the suggestion from his wife, Ms. Yoriko Fujisaki. In the midst of the turmoil,
he must have decided to call me because he knew that it would take a lot of time to receive
a response to a proposal from Project HOPE if he had gone through government channels.

The more I think about the hardships that Ambassador Fujisaki and his wife must have
gone through, in the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima
nuclear accident, in managing the Japan-US relationship, the more I am filled with deep
gratitude for their efforts.
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Chapter 3

Donation Seminars
for Investments and Future

Ryoji Musha TaMF Auditor

CEO Musha Research
Advisor, Deutsche Securities Inc.

The “Great East Japan Earthquake Recovery Support, Investment and
Future Donation Seminar” committee has been donating to TAMF for four
years since 2017.

The first seminar on “The Great East Japan Earthquake Recovery Support,
Investment and Future” was held on May 14, 2011. Initially, we were planning
to hold a seminar to discuss investment with our partner friends who are
independent from major corporations. Then the disaster and the nuclear power
plant accident broke out, making it difficult to hold the seminar. Nevertheless,
we decided that this was the right time to do what we should do to donate money
to the affected areas. Mr. Ichiro Takamatsu of Village Capital Pte. Ltd., Ms.
Hideyo Nakano of Trias Corporation, and Mr. Shinya Fujioka of Min Kabu Inc.
(now Winning Crew Inc.) were our partner friends from the outset. The first
seminar was held two months after the disaster, so this year is the 10th seminar,
nine years after the earthquake.

Public announcements on the Internet were not sufficiently spread at that
time so we asked acquaintances, securities companies, and investment-related
media to participate. We also handed out fliers to people who had evacuated to
Tokyo from the nuclear power plant area and asked them to participate in the
event. At first, we were a bit apprehensive about the 3,000-yen donation that
we would receive for admission, but on May 14, about 150 people came to the
National Museum's Heisei Grand Auditorium, which was a great relief. We
donated to the Japanese Red Cross that year and for the next five years to the
“Great East Japan Earthquake Children's Future Fund” which Mr. Takanarita
is managing.

We have been able to continue this project thanks to the goodwill of
everyone. Medium-sized securities companies in particular have been
inviting their customers and employees to attend the seminar in addition to
sponsorship money. The seminars have become an annual event, as the
efforts are part of their ESG activities. We have also had a number of highly
respected experts speak at the seminar at their own expenses. Many people
have volunteered to help with the event.
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This year's seminar, the 10th, was postponed from the originally scheduled
Nikkei Hall due to COVD-19, but it was held for the first time on October 3
as a live webcast seminar. The seminar was viewed by 4,000 people, which is
ten times as many as the number of people who have participated in the
previous seminars. We feel that the circle of participation may expand as it
enabled participation from regions to include securities companies in
Okayama.

I hope that more people will get to know Taylor Anderson, who was fond of
Japan and wanted to become a bridge between Japan and the U.S., and that they
will long remember the disaster area and pass on the story of the disaster to
others in order to forge a stronger bond. I think that such a connection between
people is very precious.
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Chapter 3

My Thoughts on the
Taylor Reading Corners

Shinichi Endo TaMF Advisor
Woodcrafter

In July 2011, when I was asked to create bookshelves for the Taylor
Reading Corner, I said I would be happy to do so. My wife, Ryoko, had
told me that all three of our children who lost their lives in the Great
East Japan Earthquake had learned English from Taylor at Watanoha
Elementary School.

I recalled my youngest child, Kana, who was then in second grade,
boasting to me that she was learning English from a native English
teacher. My eldest daughter Hana, who was in her first year at a Junior
High School and Kanta, who was in fourth grade, both loved Miss
Taylor, so I thought, “If I produced bookshelves in memory of Taylor, my
children would probably be happy.”

After discussing with Ms. Aya Nakagawa of “Project Yui,” the
coordinator of the project, we decided to start with Mangokuura
Elementary School and we visited the school together. We chose this
school because Taylor was working there at the time of the earthquake
and after she evacuated all the children to Mangokuura Junior High
School, which is located further inland, she was swept away by the
ensuing tsunami. The school welcomed the Taylor Reading Corner plan,
and it was decided that the corner would be placed in the school's
library.

The first thing I thought about when drawing the blueprint for the
bookshelves was Taylor's personality. My niece was studying with Taylor
at Kazuma Elementary School, and when I asked her what her teacher
was like, she replied, “She was cute, kind, and loved jokes**” And she
also told me that Taylor taught at a number of schools and used to fly
around on her bicycle. That's when the image of a butterfly came to my
mind.

I decided to build four bookshelves, and I shaped the rim of the top
shelves like butterfly wings. I was also told that it was Taylor's wish to
become a bridge between Japan and the United States, so I decided to

use sequoia trees for some of the bookcases. Sequoias are called
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You can take the bookcase wherever you want with
wheels on the bottom.
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You can even sit on the bookcase. Enjoy reading!
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redwoods or American cedars, and are representative of American trees
and one of the trees that grow tallest in the world. We hoped that
Taylor's desire to become a bridge would also grow further through the
reading corners. The plastic plate that reads “Taylor Bunko” is in orange
and blue, which I heard were Taylor's favorite colors.

On September 6, 2011, the presentation ceremony for the Taylor
Reading Corner was held at Mangokuura Elementary School, which was
attended by Taylor's family. Just before the ceremony, I met her father,
Andy, and her mother, Jean, for the first time at a hotel in Ishinomaki.
For me, Ishinomaki is where I was born and raised, but for Mr. and Mrs.
Anderson, it is an unknown place. When I thought about how they must
have felt after losing their beloved daughter there, I felt painfully sad
and was at a loss for words. However, Andy told me kindly that he was
looking forward to seeing the bookshelves, and I couldn't help but shed
tears.

Thereafter, in consultation with Ms. Nakagawa, we delivered the
bookshelves to schools and kindergartens in Ishinomaki, including
Watanoha Elementary School, Mangokuura Junior High School,
Watanoha Junior High School, Kazuma Elementary School, Inai Junior
High School, and Inai Kindergarten, where Taylor had taught. The
bookshelves were also presented to Ishinomaki Senshu University and
Ishinomaki High School. So far, we have created bookshelves for 20
schools, and we are in the process of creating bookshelves for Onagawa
Elementary and Junior High School and Ohara Elementary School.

We visited each school to see the environment and scale of the schools,
and asked them where they plan to place the bookshelves, and what kind
of bookshelves they desired to use. If the library is full and there was a
need to put the bookshelves in the hallways, we put wheels under the
bookshelves so they can be moved around. For those who wanted a
relaxing space, we produced benches where children can be seated. The
bookshelves at Ayukawa Elementary School were designed in the shape
of a whale.

Since these bookshelves will be in constant use by the children, we
used stronger and thicker wood. We also wanted the children to feel the
warmth of the wood when touched, so we used natural oil instead of
varnish, which allows the wood to breathe and last longer.

In retrospect, it is no exaggeration that I think I found the meaning of
my life by making the bookshelves for the Taylor Reading Corner.

o — 8

Ve

N

ko 5 ‘

E
4
=

N ([

b o

N

oW H

-

113



114

747 k4 BHELDOFE

TAZ iR HfEL I LA S -0
JIZD 0A0AL NI D h
D . TELILHRELD AL ARG
OBl bBILNTES

ok FL,

LETERObIIEOIEHIC .
BRMOEMEELLTY S
UNITE TOGETHER® =% i # W
VT 201444 HIZTHLD B2
IR RELE L, OB TH - -
SNEAEOWHT. (MO IHE)  AMEMAT FHD Lalmks A

'\

Endo-san talking with children about bookshelves.

BTHELLELHDIE-) T Xo12D
TEBRARDE=Z2 AV ITT, 201648 HIZIE, 745 —HEDEKAER BT 0 sS4
ThHERINIREOEE LB LATILVE L FL 227 T, PR
FHHOTHHDH 125K IPHEHDI ZZARRAI VAT R I2DL & LTz,

LB OREPONE AN, R REHETO K (s h) /D AT REHTHOH
AT AR TR L BRBOXRCFOEMEHE LTV E T, 25 LT

A B M DX [ g A 9% 8 A G
K VEWHFHCWE745—
Hraz4—

Taylor Cup is given to the
winner of Junior High School
English Speech Contest in
Ishinomaki area.
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Immediately after the disaster, there was a time when I was unsure of
how I was going to live my life, but through the production of the
bookshelves, I came to believe that creating something that would make
the children of Ishinomaki happy was also proof that my own children
had lived.

Through the Taylor Reading Corner project, I was able to connect with
a variety of people and get involved in the creation of wooden products
that children can enjoy.

In April 2014, we produced the “Rainbow Bridge” at Watahoi Base in
Watanoha, Ishinomaki City, thanks to the donation from UNITE
TOGETHER, which is supporting the reconstruction efforts in the
affected areas. On the site of my tsunami-devastated home, the Rainbow
Bridge, a wooden monument that children can climb and slide on was set
up. Some American high school students who visited Ishinomaki in
August 2016 on the Taylor Foundation's High School Exchange Program
also enjoyed the Rainbow Bridge. The same concept was used to create
monuments at the “House of the Rising Sun” in Rikuzentakata and
“Kokoro (Heart) Smile House” in Ishinomaki City.

At Watanoha Elementary School and Mangokuura Elementary School
in Ishinomaki City, Omika Elementary School in Minamisoma City,
Fukushima Prefecture, and Tsugaruishi Elementary School in Miyako
City, Iwate Prefecture, we have prepared materials for wooden benches
made by graduates as part of their graduation projects. These projects
were supported by different business corporations, and I believe this is
another connection enabled by the Taylor Reading Corner project.

The “Kibo no Isu (chairs of hope)” that Onagawa Town presents to
families with newborn babies are chairs for infants and are made of
wood produced in Onagawa Town. The Taylor Cup, presented by the
TAMF to the winner of Junior High School English Speech Contest in
the Ishinomaki area every year, is a wooden trophy with many facades.
We explained to the winners that we wanted to express the importance of
connecting with people in various ways.

It was the support and encouragement of so many people that saved us
from the devastation of the Great East Japan Earthquake and made us
realize how wonderful human beings are.

I will continue to live my life as a woodcrafter with my wife,
cherishing the linkages with people and sharing the Andersons' love for
Taylor.
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Jean Anderson, "Can't we use old kimono to make
something new?"
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Chapter 3

Turn Kimono into Greeting Cards;
ishinomaKimono Project

Ryoko Endo

Leader, ishinomaKimono

Since my husband, Shinichi began to produce bookcases for the Taylor
Reading Corner, I have been seeing Taylor's parents, Andy and Jean,
whenever they visited Japan. I have been greatly influenced by the two
who have also lost their child to the disaster.

In November 2015, I was given a handmade shawl from Jean. It was a
gorgeous piece of brushed fabric with a shiny kimono cloth lining.

Jean suggested that the women of Ishinomaki make and sell something
using a kimono that would please people in other countries, and I will
never forget the look on her face as she spoke animatedly holding in her
hands the beautiful kimono that Mrs. Yoriko Fujisaki, a board member,
brought.

Later, with the help of many people, we decided to hand-make mainly
greeting cards so that people who could not sew can easily participate.
We received a grant to print the mounts and used kimonos kindly
donated from all over Japan. Part of the proceeds from the sold cards are
donated to the TAMF.

Among the women who gathered was Miyuki Nishimura, who knew
Taylor well, and she shared her memories with us while we were
working. After untying and cutting kimonos to make cards, we spread
out homemade pickles and snacks that we had brought with us and
enjoyed afternoon tea. We made many cards together and engaged in
conversation. Although the group consisted of people of all ages and
backgrounds who were affected by the disaster, eventually, a relationship
of trust was built and it became a good gathering.

When the cards we made were sent to various countries, even the
people who sent us their memorable kimonos were also happy. In
addition, when we held workshops with high school and college students
from Japan and the U.S. who participated in Fund's exchange program,
the older members were so moved and said that they never thought they
would be able to help building a bridge between the two countries. And,

we saw so many smiling faces over the years.
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card-making workshop.
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ishinomaKimono cards are sought after in various countries.

Chapter 3 | TAMF Board Thoughts from Board Members and Advisors

There was a time in the years after the disaster when I was unable to
look forward and envious of my husband and the Andersons who walked
ahead of me.

Andy and Jean told me “I'm sure Taylor and your children want their
parents to be happy. Sometimes it's difficult, but it's easier to do when
we help each other.” With the support of these words, I continue to
gather and enjoy making cards with friends, accepting each other even
though our wounds are yet to be healed.
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The photograph is the Taylor library presentation
ceremony in Ogatsu Elementary School of March 2,
2018. The center is Andy & Jeff Anderson and Shinichi
Endo and the writer.

Chapter 3

Bridging TAMF with Schools

Aya Nakagawa TAMF Advisor

Project Yui Consortium Executive Director

I first learned about Taylor-san when I started working in Ishinomaki
to support the recovery efforts of the Great East Japan Earthquake. We
were trying to support the public schools in Ishinomaki and children's
play in temporary housing, and were working together with government
officials in various ways, when Mr. Takanarita contacted us through the
introduction from the Board of Education. Thereafter, I had a chance to
meet Mr. Endo of Mokuyuboku, and we were able to act as an
intermediary between each school and the TAMF. As we learned a little
more about Ms. Taylor's thoughts and feelings, her family's thoughts, and
Mr. Endo's thoughts, we were able to tell the schools what TAMF would
like to achieve taking into considerations the current status of the
schools which would be given the Taylor Reading Corners. There were
times when I wondered if I, as someone who had never met Taylor-san,
would be allowed to play such a role, but I often felt that we were all
fortunate to have been connected by her, and I now feel very grateful for
this experience. We have also been able to support the school library and
provide venues for children's sports events through TAMF. We would
like to express our sincere gratitude.

Although Project Yui will suspend its activities at the end of March
2020, we would like to continue to support Ishinomaki with Taylor-san.
Thank you for your continued support.
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Chapter 4

Wishing that
I had known her personally......

Douglas Erber

Former President (2003-2020)
Japan America Society of Southern California

I wish I had known Taylor Anderson personally.

After becoming friends with Taylor's family and with her many dear
friends in Ishinomaki, I have learned she was an exceptional, intelligent,
beautiful and wonderful woman.

Like Taylor, I taught English in Japanese schools for two years after
graduating from university. So I appreciate her passion for serving as a
positive role model and bridge for friendship and understanding among
Japanese and Americans.

This is a brief summary of how I got to know Taylor, her family, and all
the wonderful people who continue to be part of Taylor's beautiful life, and
who continue to work to help those affected by one of Japan's worst
calamities.

The Japan America Society of Southern California was founded in 1909 to
build meaningful relationships between Japanese and Americans. Four
times during its illustrious history, the JASSC managed relief fund
campaigns to help those affected by large natural disasters in Japan. Within
hours after 3.11, the JASSC created its 2011 Japan Relief Fund (JRF),
which ultimately raised more than $1.5 million to directly help victims of
the disaster through NPOs in Japan. One of those organizations is the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund.

We learned about the TAMF from Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, who
serves as co-chair, along with Taylor's father, Andy Anderson. Inspired by
what the all-volunteer organization was accomplishing, we asked for more
information and later received a proposal from Andy.

The JASSC Board of Directors was impressed that the TAMF was
supporting similar projects we had funded for children's homes
(“orphanages”) in Fukushima. They also liked the TAMF's addressing
PTSD affecting children. Most importantly, they admired the Taylor Bunko
(special wooden shelving filled with Japanese and English language books),
which will positively benefit students for many generations.

In March 2014, the JASSC Board of Directors unanimously approved a
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"JASSC Friendship Delegation to Tohoku" visited
Kokoro Smile Project in Ishinomaki.

Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

$50,000 tranche to support the TAMF. A second $50,000 tranche was made
to the TAMF in October 2015, and a third tranche of $36,250 was made in
March 2019.

For the JASSC's 105th Anniversary Dinner, we honored posthumously
Taylor Anderson and Montgomery Dickson. Both were teachers who served
as bridges between Japan and America. Members of Taylor and
Montgomery's families were present to accept the JASSC's prestigious
Kokusai Shimin Sho “International Citizens Award”. The 500 attending
guests honored Taylor and Montgomery, and their families, with an
unprecedented, extended, and very emotional standing ovation.

During the gala, I wore a necklace gifted to me by Shinichi Endo, the
master carpenter who builds each unique Taylor Bunko. Shinichi and his
wife, Ryoko, tragically lost their three young children to the tsunami. As a
loving tribute to his children, and to Taylor, Shinichi creates necklaces with
two “petals”, one made of Japanese cherry wood, the other made of American
redwood. The beautiful sound the necklace makes when the two petals tap
together represent the relationship between Japanese and Americans.

In September 2014, a “JASSC Friendship Delegation to Tohoku” visited
Ishinomaki. Everyone who knows and loves Taylor and her family joined us.
Friendship and goodwill filled the air. One of the best visits was to
Shinichi's “Rainbow Bridge”, a large wooden structure he built in honor and
in tribute to his three children. The warm and gorgeous day came to a close
with a beautiful sunset. It was such a wonderful time. Nobody wanted the
day to end.

It was Taylor who brought us together that day--+ we all felt she was with
us.

In 2015, I visited Ishinomaki twice. The first visit was in June when
-once again- I witnessed the outstanding work of the TAMF. With TAMF
funding, Ryoko and Shinichi Endo, who have dedicated their lives to
nurturing children, arranged and managed an oni-gokko tournament at
Mangokuura Elementary School's gymnasium (oni-gokko is a team game
similar to “capture the flag”). This tournament benefits children from as far
away as Fukushima. More importantly, it encourages children who are
reluctant to return to school, because they continue to associate school with
the disaster. The Endos even participated in the fun games!

The second visit was one of my best experiences in 30 years of traveling to
Japan.

Andy and Jean generously invited me to join them on their annual visit to
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Ishinomaki in November 2015. At first I was hesitant to accept because,
similar to my first visit with the Endos, as a parent, I could not imagine
what an enormously emotional and very personal experience it would be to
visit the place where your child was taken from you. After speaking with
Andy a few times, I accepted their invitation. And I am so happy I did.
What I experienced on that trip with the Andersons continues to overwhelm
me with wonderful memories and deep emotion.

We were lovingly greeted by all of Taylor's dear friends and TAMF board
members and volunteers. There were visits to many Taylor Bunko, readings
by Jean and Andy to students, planted flowers at the Ishinomaki Playground
Project, interviews with Japanese media, sightseeing, and heartfelt visits
with Taylor's former students. I even joined Andy and Jean in a soccer game
with students at Taylor's favorite kindergarten. After soccer, Andy played
piano in the school's assembly hall as Jeanne danced with the
kindergarteners. Other wonderful experiences on that trip included a
traditional dinner generously hosted by Megumi and Toru Takanarita.
Miyuki Nishimura and her husband warmly opened their rebuilt home for a
group of us to enjoy a delicious dinner and extremely fun evening, followed
the next day by a wonderful hike up Mt. Otakamori. I still cannot believe
how privileged I was to join Andy and Jean on that visit. Once again, I felt
Taylor was with us.

I am a better person for knowing Taylor through her wonderful, loving
family and friends.

With love and friendship
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Chapter 4

Remembering Taylor :
The Spirit of TOMODACHI

Suzanne Basalla
President and CEO, U.S.-Japan Council

I never had the honor of meeting Taylor, but I am inspired by the positive
influence that she had on her community and students during her time as a
JET in Ishinomaki. Losing Taylor was shocking and left us all bereft even if
we didn't know her personally. On March 11, 2011, I was the Senior Advisor
to then-U.S. Ambassador to Japan John Roos. I recall the extraordinarily
heavy heart with which he spoke to Taylor's family upon learning of her
tragic death. Through my time at the Embassy, and then with the
educational nonprofit the U.S.-Japan Council, I have had the opportunity to
see how her loving family and community have honored her short life
through activities that have had lasting impact.

In fact, Taylor and her fellow JET, Monty Dickson, who also lost his life
in the tsunami, became two of the inspirations for the creation of the
TOMODACHI Initiative. TOMODACHI is a public-private partnership
between the U.S. Embassy in Japan and the U.S.-Japan Council, with
support from the Government of Japan. It was created to connect young
people between the United States and Japan, and to give hope especially to
the youth in devastated communities of Tohoku. Since its inception,
TOMODACHI has welcomed over 8,600 young people from both the United
States and Japan to more than 300 programs that have offered them
life-changing opportunities to expand their global education, learn more
about foreign culture and make new friends.

In Taylor's honor, TOMODACHI has supported a number of programs for
the youth of Ishinomaki. TOMODACHI was especially pleased to directly
fund several programs to honor Taylor's memory. In 2012, TOMODACHI
supported the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund's YMCA Youth Exchange
Program, inviting Taylor's former students for a short-term visit to the
States. Seven Junior high school students in Ishinomaki City were given an
opportunity to visit Washington DC, Richmond and other places.
TOMODACHI also funded the 2015-16 TOMODACHI Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund Research Exchange Program, connecting students and their
faculty advisors between Randolph Macon College and Ishinomaki Senshu
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University. Through reciprocal visits between the two schools, participants
explored research of mutual interest, conducted field work and held
exchange programs. These programs were generously made possible by the
Fund for Exchanges, supported by Toyota Motor Corporation, Mitsubishi
Corporation, and Hitachi, Ltd., which funded these specific TOMODACHI
programs.

I am sure that Taylor's family, friends, students and community all miss
her each and every day. I hope that they can all take a measure of peace and
comfort knowing that Taylor's love of young people, her commitment to her
community, her dedication to education, her example of service and her
enjoyment of U.S.-Japan relations have helped spark an entire movement,
the TOMODACHTI Initiative. Through TOMODACHI, communities
important to Taylor, such as Ishinomaki and Randolph Macon College, have
built new ties and her values and example have reached young people of
both nations.
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“Touching Hearts Everyday”

Jason Hyland

Former Chargé d'Affaires ad interim,
U.S. Embassy in Japan

I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to support the Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund and to witness its good works in Tohoku.

I first went to the Taylor's Reading Corner in Ishinomaki in 2017, when I
was Charge d'Affaires at US Embassy Tokyo. My late mother, Betty Hyland,
was a writer and I know she would have been very proud when I donated
several of her books to the Corner. Just making that simple donation gave
me a sense of peace and joy.

I met there several people whose lives were touched indirectly by Taylor,
and it made a powerful impression on me. One woman from Ishinomaki
recounted how difficult it was for her to heal from the guilt connected to
surviving the March 2011 tsunami while losing her loved ones. Although
she had never met Taylor, she told me that volunteering at the Reading
Corner brought her peace. I sensed how Taylor's spirit had reached across
time to ease her pain. I also met Mr. Shinichi Endo and his wife, who lost
their three children in the tsunami. He builds beautiful wooden bookshelves
for Taylor's Reading Corners, and in so doing seeks to heal.

Then MGM Resorts International Chairman Jim Murren, and his wife,
Heather Murren, visited the Reading Corner in 2019 made a personal
donation that allowed Mr. Endo to build beautiful bookshelves for several
schools in and near Ishinomaki. I had the honor to travel there in February
2020, representing Jim and Heather, with Japan's former Ambassador to the
United States Ichiro Fujisaki and enjoy a very lively time with the students
and teachers. I met Mr. Endo there as well. It was a day of joy, as I know
Andy and Jean Anderson envisioned when they created the Fund in Taylor's
memory. I was struck by how much depopulation of this rural area has
affected the schools -- a junior high school had only four students, and an
elementary school with about 16 students -- and yet the teachers, staff and
students carry on with great vigor and dedication. We all had great fun
presenting the bookshelves, and also hearing musical productions --
including a song from the Broadway Musical "Cats"! -- and simply talking
with the kids.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

I believe that Taylor's shining spirit indeed endures in Tohoku and
beyond, and is actively continuing her good works. I have witnessed these
miracles myself. I have found, for myself, that returning to Tohoku, whether
to visit one of Taylor's Reading Corners or support other local projects, helps
me. I wish the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund further success.
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Chapter 4

Thoughts on the Taylor Fund's
10th Anniversary

Shoichiro Toyoda

The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, 10 years ago, was the
biggest disaster to hit Japan after the WWII. Many countries around the world
extended helping hands to us. Among them, the United States was special.
Operation Tomodachi, for example, impressed all Japanese people.

I also have a special memory of relationship with the U.S. In the 1980s,
when Japanese automobile exports to the U.S. were increasing and friction was
occurring, Toyota, decided to start production in the US. In December 1985,
the governor of Kentucky Ms. Martha Collins and I, as president of Toyota
Motors, made an announcement in Kentucky to that effect. Today, our
production of passenger cars in the US is twice as large as exports from Japan.
In addition to Governor Collins, I have made many friends in the United
States, including Mr. Mondale, former Vice President and the U.S.
Ambassador to Japan.

I learned that a young American woman was killed in the tsunami after
evacuating her students during the above-mentioned disaster. She was teaching
English in Ishinomaki, fulfilling her childhood dream of becoming an English
teacher in Japan and building a bridge between the U.S. and Japan. It was
truly unfortunate. I was very moved to hear that her parents have decided to
work on behalf of their daughter to create a fund to help donate children's
English books and to carry out student exchanges. It must not be so easy for a
bereaved family to do such things. In view of my relations with the United
States, I have decided to privately assist the fund. I sincerely hope that this
fund will continue to play an important role in connecting Japan and the
United States at the grassroots.
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Chapter 4

Helping hand from “Bridging via Food”

Atsuko Fujimoto

President of “Bridging via Food”

“Bridging via Food” is a project to connect producers of nutritious and
epicurean foods, local authorities, chefs and we the consumers. Chefs who are
creative and good at using these products collaborate with us. We work with
local authorities who are promoting their products. And, last but not least,
there are us consumers who enjoy the food and make ourselves healthy.

We visit local farms to learn about the hardship and joy of the farmers, and
sometimes we involved ourselves in sowing the seeds in the field or rejoice in
the bounty of the earth at the time of harvest.

At lunches of the “Bridging via Food”, we invite experts to talk about
cooking methods, nutrition and how to protect the environment, while selling
specialty products from the producing regions. For a local community, it is an
unusual opportunity to hold a two-week event introducing their local products
directly in Tokyo. Especially so, because “Bridging via Food” consists of 160
influential people in many fields and they contribute to publicity effects.
Everyone has been pleased with our progress. We have developed a trust
relationship with the producers by visiting the area repeatedly. The
participants have become more and more interested in food, and we have also
established a channel with the producers so that we can directly send the voice
of consumers. Everyone likes to eat good food, which forms our body. How the
food we eat every day is produced and delivered to us is something I wanted to
see for myself and is the reason I started this project. The introduction of
producers is done by the governments of each prefecture. I do not have any
intention to turn this into a business. Rather we have been listening to and
donating to small local producers so that they can grow bigger.

Fortunately, “Bridging via Food” has been held for more than 10 years as a
friendly gathering. After the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, we thought
about how we could contribute in some way to the disaster affected areas.
Three years after the disaster, we started a charity event named “Pray for the
recovery of Tohoku” and invited a doll maker from Kyoto and presented
Japanese style Hina Matsuri (Dolls Festival which is traditionally held on
March 3rd). A mini bazaar was also held with the help of many vendors.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

Participants showed their support for the reconstruction of the Tohoku region,
and the proceeds from the bazaar were donated to the TAMF, which is a
charity organization my close friend is involved in which supports children in
Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture. In 2016, I went to Ishinomaki myself with
people from the TAMF. On the way to Ishinomaki, we saw the newly
constructed houses on the plateau and I wondered what the landscape looked
like before the disaster.

I heard that Taylor's dream was to become a "bridge between Japan and the
United States". We would be happy if we could contribute albeit small to make
her dream come true and the children in Ishinomaki would learn more about
the United States and study English.
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Logo of ishinomaKimono

"The heartfelt outreach of Ishinomaki
women to strangers in Taylor's home
country who lent a hand in support.”

Chapter 4

The Eternal Gift of Taylor Anderson

Susan Hvalsoe Komori

American lawyer and senior editor
for the Japanese news and opinion website, JAPAN Forward.

Water. Its awesome power brings us life, even as it wreaks terror upon the
land and humanity. Just as this ancient knowledge begins to fade from our
consciousness, the earth shakes and arouses the mighty Pacific to steal the
peaceful beauty and abundance of Northeast Japan, leaving behind a new
ocean of tears.

March 11, 2011. Young, radiant, full of life, the Pacific took Taylor with one
mammoth wave, but it could not quench her love which grew stronger and
greater into one with the air we breathe. She was like that, shining, giving, at
one with those around her - the children in her care, her friends, her family,
the schools where she taught and those who welcomed her to Japan. Now, 10
years after she was stolen by the powerful tsunami, her love continues to grow
and inspire others to help with the healing of those left behind.

We see Taylor's smile in every children's book that fills the Taylor Anderson
Reading Corners of the schools she graced, with the bookshelves built by
victims of that awful wave. We see her caring in the aid to homes for children
whose parents were taken with Taylor that day. We see it in the purpose of the
ishinomaKimono women who lost everything, their homes, their children,
their parents, their partners, who worked through their pain as they fashioned
greeting cards from kimono scraps, reaching for Taylor's hand through
strangers, and drawing in their help.

In America, it was Taylor's all-American smile that made the tsunami
personal and real. She inspired schools and classes to make tens of thousands
of origami cranes in prayer, find sister cities in the Tohoku region to send help,
make silk flowers for donations, and learn how to follow her footsteps to teach
in Japan.

Her smile and story were widely shared, bringing believability to the legends
of devastation, humility, and discipline in the face of chaos found in Northeast
Japan. Taylor's story reached even the national institutions, including the
Smithsonian Institution, which stretched out its hand because of Taylor, and
made the decision to help the women of ishinomaKimono by selling their cards
in America's National Gallery of Art.
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

In the wake of the devastation that enveloped Northeast Japan and the
nuclear crisis that followed nearby, it was Taylor's unquenchable caring and
optimism that guided her family to expand what she started and help those left
behind. She was the bridge that connected hearts and hands on two sides of
that awful, awesome ocean, and opened the doors of strangers for
humanitarian purposes. As Northeast Japan rebuilds, we are strangers no
more, but friends celebrating the potency of the eternal gift of Taylor's life.

Whether we knew her or not - and I did not until after that day - Taylor will
forever inspire our lives in ways ever so much more powerful than the water
that took hers.
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Chapter 4

The Anderson's 10-year Path

Miki Ebara

International Broadcasting Center,
Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK)

I was a correspondent in New York at the time of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. A few days later after the disaster, I learned that there was a family
in Virginia seeking information about their missing daughter. I telephoned them
and they agreed to let me interview them. At their home just outside of
Richmond, Jean and Andy Anderson were red-eyed as they barely slept keeping
in touch with the Japanese Embassy and other people concerned. The Andersons
responded to our interview with sincerity, in the hope to convey information
about their daughter to Japan with a little more hope. They said that their
daughter, after seeing the frightened schoolchildren evacuated from their school
had calmed down, went back home on a bicycle. And thereafter disappeared. She
may be in a shelter somewhere. The news that an American woman was missing
in Ishinomaki was broadcasted in Japan.

Shortly afterwards, Andy called me on the phone, saying, “I want to go look
for my daughter in Japan. Do you think it is appropriate for me to do so?” “Of
course. I'm sure your daughter is waiting for you. Why do you ask?” I then
asked, “What do you want to do?” and Andy said something I'll never forget. “I
want to go there as soon as possible,” he said. “But I don't know if it may disrupt
the activities by the police and the Self-Defense Forces.” Andy and Jean's concern
for their daughter's safety, while at the same time not wanting to be in the way of
the search efforts, was a lurid illustration of their personalities.

It's been 10 years since then. Rather than disliking Japan where their beloved
daughter had disappeared, they have continued her legacy to support in “Japan,
the country she loved”, perhaps even more than she would have done. I have
reported on the couple's journey at various points in their lives, but the reason
they have been able to overcome their grief to this point is because of the local
people who have supported their activities despite the hardships they have
experienced, the school officials and volunteers, and the generous donations
extended to the Fund by people of both Japan and the United States.

May the road Jean and Andy have walked with the support of so many
people in the US and Japan continue into the future, inspiring many more

along the way!
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Chapter 4

Honoring Taylor : Bridge Builder

Regge Life

Producer/Director of LIVE YOUR DREAM:
The Taylor Anderson Story
Founder and Executive Director of Global Film Network Inc.

I cannot recall when I first heard Taylor's name mentioned. I have
connections to the Japan community in Washington and particularly the
Japan US Friendship Commission who made it possible for me to go to
Japan in 1990. I contacted Paige Cottingham Streater the Executive
Director to find out if any Americans in Japan had been impacted by the
tragedy and I think that was the first time I heard Taylor's name and the
connection to the JET program. Mia Hunt, a JET teacher in Iwate was one
of the participants in my first film in Japan, STRUGGLE AND SUCCESS,
so I was aware of the impact JET teachers make in Japan. At that time, I
asked Paige if she had the opportunity, to pass on my condolences to the
Anderson family.

Like everyone stateside with a connection to Japan, I waited to hear more
about Taylor and in the coming weeks, also I learned the name of another
American who was lost, Monty Dickson. It was not until mid-summer that I
reached out to Paige again to see if she could put me in touch with the
Anderson family. A very simple email to Andy and Jean Anderson started a
continuing conversation. His openness about Taylor and her time as a JET in
Japan was very moving. In the fall of 2011, I was planning a trip to Japan
for my film COCKTAIL PARTY and I told Andy about my trip. I delicately
asked if he would mind if I made a trip up to Ishinomaki to meet some of
Taylor's friends, fellow JET teachers and acquaintances in the town. Andy
was more than happy to make introductions for me and so a trip to Miyagi
was added.

It was October, seven months after the earthquake and tsunami but still
travel directly to Ishinomaki was not possible. I remember taking the
Shinkansen to Sendai and then a local train to the last operating train
station before being met by one of Taylor's friends. We were still 45 minutes
from Ishinomaki. I had seen the coverage on NHK in March, but now, on
the ground the impact was overwhelming. You could see the watermarks on
buildings that had survived the tsunami. I was stunned by the height and of

course, still mounds of debris were everywhere. I met a few of Taylor's
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Chapter 4 | Contributions from those who have supported TAMF

friends during the day but it was really that first night that I met most of
them at a local restaurant. I could see that they were fatigued from
answering so many questions by the media and really were not in the mood
for questions from another journalist. So, I just enjoyed dinner with them
and exchanged contact information. The following day I visited the school
where Taylor had taught and met the principal who warmly greeted me and
recounted that fateful day in March.

When I returned to the US, I told Andy about my trip and thanked him
for the introductions. At this time, we still were unsure about making a film.
I had a number of questions in my mind, but I was inspired by Andy and
Jean's passion to keep the legacy of Taylor's time in Japan alive. The
Thanksgiving holiday rolled around and I was to spend it with my brother's
family in Virginia. It would be a two-hour drive to Midlothian, the suburb
of Richmond where Andy and Jean lived, but we still made a plan to get
together the day after Thanksgiving.

Pulling up to their beautiful home and finally meeting Andy and Jean for
the first time was breathtaking. Their warmth and openness about Taylor
was so uplifting. They shared photos and of course more memories over the
course of that day. It was meeting them in person for the first time that day,
we decided to honor Taylor with a film.

We proceeded to begin all the phases of pre-production, production and
post production that led to the premier in November of 2012. There are too
many stories to recall but I would like to share two moments that stay with
me to this day.

Interviews with Andy and Jean were the last interviews to be done for the
movie and as we were setting up, Andy and Jean shared something that had
just arrived in the mail. Reaching inside a box that had come all the way
from Japan, was Taylor's book bag. The book bag she had on her back on
March 11th. As I held it, my hands trembled. There were tiny white specks
everywhere, probably from the time in the water, but to me they twinkled
like diamonds. Tiny sparkles of light that were lighting the way, guiding the
day for these final interviews.

As we sat to do the interview with Andy, my cinematographer, the noted
Hans Charles, noticed that I was filled with emotion, so as Andy told stories
during the interview, he could see I was at the tipping point of bursting into
tears. I will always remember his firm hand on the back of my shoulder. A
hand that helped me to continue the interview. The power of touch that one

individual can do for another. “Taylor Anderson and her family touched me.
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I'm deeply moved by the love for Taylor in the Anderson family, from her
friends, past teachers and her past students. I learned so much from the
Andersons because of their willingness to remain unguarded during the
interview process, and their keenness to share their journey with myself,
Regge, and with the audience. Shooting Live Your Dream, left a deep and
lasting impression on me. It forever changed my approach to my work and
for which I'm deeply grateful to Taylor, her parents, and her family. I've
even nurtured my children's budding interest in the Japanese language and
culture after meeting the Andersons. I've encouraged my children to explore
the JET program. Thank you, Taylor, and the Andersons for granting me
such a small part in your journey and lives. You will always be a part of

s
mine .

Over these 10 years I have spent a lot of time with Andy, Jean, Julia and
Jeff, Taylor's brother and sister all over the US and even in Coria del Rio,
Spain with the “Japon” community who have a link with the Sendai region
of Japan. We created a Spanish version of the film to share with them.

I am so grateful to the Anderson family for their trust and kindness. LIVE
YOUR DREAM is not only a film about Taylor and Monty, it is a film that
celebrates all the bridge builders who work tirelessly to bring understanding
and compassion to the United States/Japan relationship.
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Chapter 4

“Loss and Legacy”

Matthew Gillam

Senior Researcher
Japan Local Government Center / CLAIR New York

When I woke up on March 11th, 2011, and turned on the news, I felt only a
sense of disbelief watching the initial reports of the tsunami that had struck
Japan in the overnight hours for us. The reality of the situation hit me, though,
by the time I arrived at the office and began to take calls from our JET families
who were seeking information on what was happening with their children on the
Program in Japan. One of those calls that Friday afternoon was from Jean. I
still have the notes.

Over the following days and weeks, I worked with all the families who had not
heard from their loved ones in Tohoku as, one by one, they were found, until we
were left with little but hopes and prayers for Taylor and Monty.

The frustration with being unable to travel to the region to physically assist
with efforts there eventually compelled me to make my first trip to Ishinomaki
the following year, where, with much help from Andy, I was able to volunteer in
the recovery and to meet many of the people who knew and loved Taylor during
her time there. With Superstorm Sandy hitting New York weeks after my return,
that experience ended up leading to a new chapter in my life serving as a
volunteer with many different groups, especially for disaster recovery. This has
enriched my life immeasurably, and I owe this to Taylor and her family, who
have inspired me.

It has been an honor and a pleasure to also be able to help in various ways
with the creation and sharing of “Live Your Dream” and to support the good
work done by TAMF. Helping to support the JET Program and JET alumni is a
major part of my duties at work, but the opportunity to be involved in projects
like these has made that work far more personally meaningful and worthwhile.

The only thing that can begin to redeem unspeakable loss is the effort we
make to create something better out of that, and I am grateful to have been a
small part of the legacy left us by Taylor and Monty that has been carried on so
steadfastly by so many wonderful people.
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Chapter 4

Make the American
Experience Meaningful in one's life

Akane Shirata

0O-EN Network. Director

I had never met Ms. Taylor Anderson, but I remember hearing the news
immediately after the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, that someone from my home
state of Virginia, who had gone to Japan through the JET program, had been
affected by the disaster. I thought about how fond she must have been of Japan
and had crossed the ocean embracing many dreams, and how she had helped to
open up a path for her students in Japan by connecting with them through her
position as an English teacher's assistant. I was touched by her enthusiasm.

In Virginia, I work to create an environment in which children who live in
the United States, who have or want to have some connection to Japan, and who
will one day be a bridge between Japan and the United States, can learn various
cultural values while being exposed to the Japanese culture and discovering their
identity within it. I learned about the TAMF through an opportunity to meet
Mr. Anderson. Although the events I organize are for children in the United
States, through the Japan-U.S. exchange program, I felt that students from
Japan are in the same boat in the sense that they are valuable young people who
are building the global society of the future. I wondered if I could help them in
some way to carry on Taylor's vision and make their American experience more
than just a fun one, but a meaningful time in their lives, so I approached Andy
with a proposal. We were able to introduce host families during the students' stay
in DC. I was honored to be able to be a part of the process of building a new
bridge between families living in the U.S. and
those students from Japan through meetings and
interactions. I hope that the connection between
Japan and the U.S. that started this year will
contribute to Taylor's dream. Meeting the
Andersons and learning about Taylor's activities
were very valuable to me. For the students who
came to the U.S. as exchange students and their
host families, Taylor was the reason for all of
their encounters. We are very grateful to Taylor
for making it all happen.
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Chapter 4

Accompanied the High School students
Exchange Program

Nao Takahashi

Pharmacist (Taylor's former student)

Taylor-sensei was my English language teacher when I was in junior
highschool. Since 2011, the Andersons and the TAMF have been working
diligently for people in the disaster affected areas, especially for children. I
learned a lot from them such as love, joy, and compassion. Now I know it's
important to pursue one's dream. I am so grateful to them for what they
have done in the last ten years. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, after the disaster
you looked for me, Taylor's former student, and have always been so nice to
me. Your kindness will never be forgotten.

I participated in some TAMF activities. I always had fun and felt
encouraged. I also met many amazing people through those activities. Many
of them became role models. They are a true treasure in my life. In 2018
and 2019, I participated in the TAMF high school student exchange
program as a chaperone. In 2018, I guided American students in the
Ishinomaki area. In 2019, I accompanied Japanese students to Richmond,
Virginia. It was satisfying to work for the Fund that had helped me so much
and I will continue to be involved with the TAMF. I enjoyed working with
students younger than myself including foreign students. I was able to feel
that students were enjoying exchanges and growing through such
experiences. Taylor must have felt similar happiness looking at Ishinomaki
students including myself. I hope that TAMF activities will continue to help
create everlasting friendships among participants just like the one between
Taylor and me.

The Andersons made wrist bands with the phrase “only what we give
remains our own.” First, I could not understand the meaning of it. Through
participating in TAMF activities, I think I started to understand what it was
trying to convey. Now it is my motto.

I feel a bit strange that I am now older than Taylor-sensei was on the day
of disaster. Many things have happened in the last ten years. Now I have
realized my dream and am working as a pharmacist. It is my pleasure to
help patients including foreigners.

If T could tell Taylor-sensei what I am doing now in English, I am sure
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she would be surprised and proud of me because my English has improved
so much in the last ten years.

I would also tell her the following. “Because you motivated me to learn
English, now I can speak English. Having your image in my mind, I worked
hard and made my dream come true. Thank you very much.” Taylor-sensei,
in your diary you wrote about me: “I will love her forever.” I love you

forever, too.
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Chapter 5

Taylor Anderson: Pacific Cosmopolitan

Lauren Cohen Bell

Professor of Political Science, Dean of Academic Affairs
Randolph-Macon College Ashland, Virginia USA

In his 2011 book Pacific Cosmopolitans, Michael Auslin asserts that there is
no natural connection between the United States and Japan, and yet for
centuries, the people of both countries have sought out knowledge about the
other. Auslin refers to the travelers from Japan and the United States who set
off from their own shores during the 19th and early 20th centuries to discover
one another as “Pacific cosmopolitans.”

Today, Americans and Japanese still seek one another. In 2019 alone,
according to statistics made available by JTB Tourism Research and Consulting,
almost 3.6 million Japanese visited the United States, while 1.7 million
Americans visited Japan, continuing Japan's ranking as a top 15 destination
worldwide for U.S. travelers.

Taylor Anderson saw herself as a bridge between the U.S. and Japan and
sought to deepen the relationships between the people of both countries. She
was, to quote Auslin, a “pacific cosmopolitan,” and I think she would be pleased
by how far her dream of cultural exchange between the U.S. and Japan has
reached.

My employer, Randolph-Macon College, has received three grants in Taylor's
honor in the ten years since her death. These grants, including two from the
TOMODACHTI Initiative and Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund, have built on
Taylor's passion for cultural exchange between the U.S. and Japan. Largely as a
result of these grants, I've had the chance to travel to Japan on eleven separate
occasions since 2012. A total of 28 Randolph-Macon College faculty and staff
members in areas ranging from the fine arts to the social sciences to the natural
and mathematical sciences have had the same chance. Since 2012,
approximately 185 Randolph-Macon College students have traveled to Japan,
most supported by a grant in Taylor's honor. Since 2015, Randolph-Macon has
hosted multiple groups from Japanese universities and even the Japanese
government.

These opportunities to visit each other's countries and to get to know one
another quite simply would not have occurred if not for Taylor and for the Taylor

Anderson Memorial Fund that was started to honor her legacy. Both Taylor and
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the eponymous Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund have promoted understanding
and friendship between the people of her home country and her adopted one.

Today, I have real friendships with the people I have met in Ishinomaki,
Tokyo, and Kyoto, Japan. So do the students and other faculty who have visited
as part of the programs that were created in the years following her death. These
are people whom we would never have met, had it not been for Taylor. Taylor's
enduring legacy is the legions of Pacific cosmopolitans in both the U.S. and
Japan whom she continues to inspire.
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Our mutual endeavors continue to
make me feel refreshed and keep motivated

Mayumi Nakamura

Director of International Education
Randolph-Macon College Ashland, Virginia

Since 2011 I have been actively involved in programs partnered with
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund as a member of Randolph-Macon
College (R-MC), which is Taylor's alma mater. Many people's lives have
been altered to various degrees, and mine has certainly been no
exception. Taylor's steadfast determined spirit lives on even now and has
led us to many encounters in ways that we had never imagined. It goes
without saying that my crossing paths with Mr. and Mrs. Anderson on an
unforgettable day ten years ago has had a major impact on my outlook on
life. I have witnessed before my eyes how people around the Andersons,
near and far, encounter and gravitate each other, like the stars perfectly
aligned.

A series of those meaningful, miraculous coincidences have taught me
that life has its own purpose, regardless of distance, generations, or
borders that seemingly set us apart. Over the years of my involvement in
various activities and projects with the Fund, I began to even believe
that there was a reason why Taylor's and my paths never crossed during
her years at R-MC. The more stories I hear about her, the more curiosity
and desire I have found in myself for wanting to know her and people
surrounding her. She crossed the ocean to realize her dream. I often
compare her with myself and think I want to know more about her. As
cliché as it may sound, I have been able to find my “Ikigai”, purpose in
life, throughout the course of my engagement with those of you whom I
had the honor of meeting over the last decade.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to show my deepest
appreciation and gratitude toward Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund, people in Ishinomaki whom we now call
friends, and everybody who has been involved in our mutual endeavors
thus far. You all continue to make me feel refreshed and keep me
motivated every day and in difficult times like these. I truly look
forward to continuing to work together and seeing you all again in the

near future.
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Chapter 5

My Life and
the Taylor Reading Corner

Naomi Chiba TAMF Advisor

It is a miracle of fate how we encounter people in our lives. Some have a special
place in my heart even though we do not see each other often or have met each
other only once. For me, Taylor Anderson is certainly one of those special people.

I met Taylor the day after she arrived here in Ishinomaki in the summer of
2008. I was a member of an English conversation club for adults in the
community. She agreed to volunteer to tutor English and we had a welcoming
party for her and other teachers. I remember how she was so excited to be here to
teach English to children and young students. It was a longtime dream come true.
I attended her lessons once a month or so. She was always very lively and friendly.
She enjoyed every moment of her new life in Japan.

The Taylor Reading Corner was dedicated to the library in Ishinomaki Senshu
University; ISU, in 2015 where I work. Its focus was primarily on serving children
and young adults who lived in temporary housing around the University as a
direct result of the 3. 11 disaster. The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund provided
opportunities for survivors to read books and spend quiet time in a safe
environment. ISU library has been open not only for its students, faculty and staff,
but also for community residents. The reading corner has played a significant role
for reading, learning English, introducing foreign cultures and gaining a greater
understanding about the 3. 11 disaster. ISU has various lectures and talks based
on the books in the Taylor Reading Corner and has since received hundreds of
visitors from Japan and all over the world.

Ishinomaki Senshu University Library started a new program in collaboration
with Higashihama elementary school, HES, where a Taylor Reading corner was
presented in 2019. Higashihama elementary school consists of seven pupils located
in the Oshika peninsula. It is about one hour away by car from downtown
Ishinomaki. There are no public libraries in the region and oyster fishery is the
main industry there. ISU faculty and staff visit to share with the students their
love of reading, grasping new ideas, translating books from Japanese to English
and vice versa and playing cards written in English. I personally enjoy talking
about the oyster recipes from the English cook books there. These activities are
devised to stimulate children's sense of wonder and creativity. As Jean Anderson:
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

Taylor's mother says “It is for children to have dreams through reading and to
explore the world as Taylor did”. I am truly honored to be a part of this

wonderful liaison between ISU and HES.

As of 2020, there are twenty Taylor Reading Corners throughout Ishinomaki.
The reading corners have so much to offer children, young students and
community people. The more I work with the reading corners, the more I

become interested in reading and English.

Taylor Reading Corners open doors to new horizons. They plant seeds of hope
after the 3.11disater and inspire people to be positive about the future. They

instill precious flower of optimism in every person they touch. I am certainly one

of them.

This survey questionnaire was conducted in September,
2020, 16 out of the 18 schools responded.

(by Naomi Chiba)

Have you been well informed about the Taylor reading corner?
OYes 14  @No/0  AUndecided 2

Do the students use the books in the Taylor reading corner?
OYes, 15 ®No, 1

If you answered Yes, How?

Lending DOOKS v evemenmentintitiie it 11
Reading books to students 3
Reading independently ««««««-ceeeevemiiiiinii 8
Do you use Taylor reading corner for class?

OYes, 10 ®No, 6

If you answered Yes, in what manner?
As foreign language tool and for foreign language activities «----oooeeeeees 7
For lessons with ALTs for lower grades —««««oeeeeeeeemmeiini. 2
International culture education «««««« - ooervoeieiii 3
Career development EAUCALION « v vv v vemrmeeeemeimnien ittt eeet e e ceeneeas 1
Library familiarity education ««««.ccccoooeerii 4
Disaster prevention education ««««««««« - oerreiiiiiii 2
During reading time students listen and read out loud in class ««---e--: 4

Do you need any additional information about the Taylor reading corner?

OYes, 31 O®No 118  AUndecided/1#¢  ANo Comment, /1%
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Chapter 5

“Reading Okuno Hosomichi in English”
gathering and Taylor

Koichi Ohtsu TAMF Advisor

Organizer, Ohtsu English Studio
Former Professor, Ishinomaki Senshu University

Now that I'm in my seventies, my memories are deteriorating.

“Was he / she there at that time?”---I often ask myself, repenting I was not a
diary keeper.

About 12 years ago, at a shrine on the top of Ishinomaki's Hiyori-yama Hill, I
was invited as a lecturer to a cultural circle named “Let's read the English
version of ‘A Journey to the Deep North' by Matsuo Basho, a well-known Haiku
poet in the Edo period.”

Some 20 citizens took part and among them I saw some non-Japanese young
women, who lent their ears to my humble lecture, intently taking notes.

After the session, while I was
preparing to leave, those young
women came up to me and said :
“Thank you for your interesting
talk. We had a great time.” Adding
that they were ALTs or Assistant
Language Teachers from the USA.
And among them was Taylor, if my
memory serves me right.

After that I became friends with
them, and from time to time we
met and had dinner together. The
memory is not feeble; the photo shows the young lady on the left is none other
than Taylor.

How I was astounded to hear she died in the tsunami! “Why, why?” I asked to
myself again and again.

Everyone admits that Taylor cherished a lively interest in all kinds of Japanese
culture including Haiku, and that led to her wish : “I hope to be a bridge
between my loving Japan and my home , the USA.”

Respecting this aspiration of hers, her parents and family have built a bridge
called the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund or TAMF, which is becoming stouter
year by year.

MN%W{ m~$w

1 oo 3

L
4
B

m@%w

e

179



55

180

TAS—SADED TV
INFBETEZTVET

PRI JpR £ 1

Ei
b
h

A BB FR BR

TATZ—SALDHEVIE LD PIDTALTE
LTHBIEIED Y 2 Vv bX—F 4 — DY T
Lz &, w2 55 AN T S REHIN T &
DEWBLTINBZIET, LoD fRL
LoTwiLiz,

2o TH 0 EML AT B I HBETTNDALTD
e LS IC GEIR O MR RV (PUFED
LDARY MRBELORIFELIIRIAToI0 L~ HORfIZ BT LTaEL.

LA L.20114:3H11H . ALTE LT34ERE S RILD BT L &S IZRHE 7 A Y 71
AL BL AL TR TA7—3ADMIE HHAREXK ORI L-TE
bniliz,

LI o LB L S . HEVIEERDOIL T HELLTRZTIED NS
FATLI FTCUREIDLT.HDOANFE > ZOEFHRRE TINE LI L ZARKRD ST
bLTVET,

HHRF LD THBLBAE LTS HY F LI, THiBlE. 74 7 —SAP LRI EA
RIBHARTELLTWEZDD  AARLDBOMZIA LIz EESosLe TV LTz,

L R 12D T L L OB E LIS, BT LIZHA DO 2B AL H6 |
DAL GRS ER RO
LGzsZkizL L,

[FMIFER, HAR L7 2 A D& G
NN

ENDPLDFIET LI,

ZND OB TAT—3AD
CSHPBLA L DEEEMRCTTHA
ETAYVHDBEING LB DN
B RfroLMEsE LI, 2hH[ 74

HERSINFRED 74 Z —3C )i
Taylor Reading Corner at Ogatsu ES

Chapter 5

Teaching at the elementary school
where Taylor once taught

Maiko Abe

Teacher of Watanoha Elementary School, Ishinomaki City

I met Taylor at a welcome party when she first came to Ishinomaki as an ALT.
She was always cheerful, outgoing and positive in everything she did, and before
I knew it, we had become friends.

In the three years since we met, she and her fellow ALTs in Ishinomaki City
have spent time together, holding weekly study sessions, going to seasonal events
and going to her favorite hot springs.

However, on March 11, 2011, just as she was looking forward to returning
home to the United States with many fond memories of her three years as an
ALT, Taylor's life was cut short by the tsunami that followed the Great East
Japan Earthquake.

When I heard of her death, it was so sudden that it was hard to accept it as
reality. I still have a feeling that somewhere she will soon appear with that
friendly smiling face.

At one point, I had the opportunity to speak with her parents. They said they
wanted to know and share memories of how Taylor lived in Japan. While I was
sharing my memories of our days together, along with the photos I had taken of
her, I remembered something she had told me one day and decided to tell them
about it.

“In the future, I want to be a bridge between Japan and America.” Those were
her words.

Shortly thereafter, I heard that Taylor's parents would be carrying on her work
to “build a bridge between Japan and America”. That was the Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund.

Among the Fund's activities, the Taylor-Bunko Reading Corner, is one that I
feel very close to, because I work at a school in Ishinomaki City. Not only do this
project provide an opportunity for many children to learn about Taylor, but it
also provides children with an opportunity to experience English through
picture books.

A decade later, I happen to be currently working at the elementary school
where Taylor worked. When I pass by the Taylor Reading Corner during
recess, I see children curiously picking up the books. I hope that many
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

children will grow up from a small school bookshelf that leads to a larger
world.

I have also been able to meet many people myself through the Taylor
Anderson Memorial Fund. I believe that Taylor has been a bridge for me as
well.

I hope to continue to retain Taylor's memories and to challenge myself to
do as much as she did.

I would like to thank Taylor's parents and the many people involved with
the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund for all the work they have done so far.
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Chapter 5

The phonics reference chart
for the Japanese people

Kyoko Sasaki

Representative of Taylor readers project

In 2017, I finally completed the phonics reference chart for the Japanese
people. It had already been three years since I started the jigsaw puzzle of
creating a list of phonics that no one had ever seen before, even though I am not
good at English and puzzles. I didn't even know what kind of phonics pieces were
in front of me, plus the task of creating an original complete diagram. If I had
known it would be so hard and time-consuming, would I have started?

It all started with reading English picture books of the Taylor Reading Corner.
Reading to children alone would not help them learn to read English. I was wondering
how to teach English to the children and that's when I came across the Jolly Phonics,
which is taught in schools in the UK. This Jolly Phonics was a ray of light as it taught
me how to read English, the sound of the alphabet, in a multi-sensory way.

But teaching Jolly Phonics didn't give us the whole picture. Now, we can't teach
English without having the certainty of where we are in the overall English reading
process. We analyzed the English reading system one by one and picked out the
words. Gradually, the pieces of the phonics puzzle began to emerge. We got to the
point where the pieces had consonants, short vowels, long vowels, and other vowels.
The next task was to make a complete diagram, or reference chart, of these which
can be understood at a glance.

English is written horizontally. But, if you line up English words horizontally, it's
hard to tell what's different. I tried laying them out vertically as in Japanese. Then
the differences became clearer. Then I categorized the words by short vowels, long
vowels and other vowels. It became even easier to understand. Finally, I arranged the
words “aiueo” in the order of their Japanese counterparts, because I knew that
Japanese people have a habit of reading Roman characters. This made me possible to
realize that the English and Japanese pronunciations are completely different. Thus, I
created a phonics reference chart that no one had ever seen before, and that anyone
who had studied English before could understand at a glance.

My dream. It is my dream that this reference chart will be adopted by schools so
that children will be able to read English books in the Taylor Reading Corner on
their own. I want to make this reference chart available to as many people as possible
for the day when that day comes.
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Chapter 5

Almost all the students
obtained jobs they wanted

Yuichi Kato

Principal
Sendai YMCA International Hotel and Pastry School

First of all, I would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Anderson for their great
efforts which have provided our students with generous support from the Taylor
Anderson Scholarship program in the past nine years. More than 25 graduates
were able to continue their studies and acquire jobs. Almost all the students
obtained jobs they wanted, such as the Imperial Hotel Tokyo, the Ritz Carlton
Tokyo, the Yokohama Royal Park Hotel, etc. This year, 20 students applied for
scholarship because they were unable to get part-time jobs and lost opportunities
for internship programs at hotels due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson always extended their warm hearts to our students.
They were pleased to see the improvement in the students’ English ability by
watching the videos which the students sent them. Our students’dream are to
become a hotelier to welcome guest from all over the world, or a patissier.
Speaking English is very important, but there is few opportunity for students to
use English besides English conversation classes two hours a week. Thus, it was
a good opportunity for them to make a special report in English. Some students
working at major hotels such as those indicated above are able to use English
more often. Such experiences are great opportunities for them to strengthen
their English skills. I believe Taylor, their English teacher who had a strong
desire to teach Japanese youth, lead them to do so.

When I contacted Mr. Anderson by mail for the first time, he introduced
himself as follows;

“Dear Mr. Kato, I grew up going to the YMCA and my wife and I had our first
date at the YMCA when we were 15. My children all grew up going to the YMCA
and Jean and I have spent many hours exercising at the YMCA. I have been on the
board of my local YMCA 15 or more years, therefore, for me the YMCA has always

been part of my life and has been very beneficial in many ways.”

I am grateful for this encounter with Mr. Anderson, it’s not just because I am
a YMCA staff, and I would like to maintain this precious connection. Taylor
brought this opportunity, but surprisingly we were connected for many years
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

through the "YMCA.” That is why I feel strongly about this program, and I
believe it is the same for the Andersons. I would like to continue to pass on the
dreams that Taylor wanted to realize and her parents’ thoughts through our
students. The COVID-19 pandemic makes it difficult for people to connect. The
students are faced with difficult situations. At such a time, it is all the more
important to understand the value of connection. I would like to express my
gratitude for being connected despite our physical distances.

Again I would like to thank you for your continued support to our students.
May God bless the Anderson family and those concerned with this program.
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A copy of Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun,
"Big Memories from America" published on
December 11, 2019.
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Chapter 5

Children’s Newspaper

Michiko Ota

President of The Institute for Children and Future

It is often said that people in the Tohoku region are compassionate, but not
very good at expressing themselves. I was born and raised in Ishinomaki and
went to university in Tokyo, and I was completely overwhelmed by the expressive
power of my fellow students from all over the country. Thereafter, I had been
living my life with an inferiority complex about expressing myself, thinking that
“the people who understand me are enough to be around”. However, the Great
East Japan Earthquake changed that. The unprecedented situation cut off the
dissemination of information, and many people were worried about children in
the region, asking “What kind of support is needed?” Despite the fact that they
contacted me, we were in a dilemma of not being able to communicate the
situation. It would be ideal if the children could communicate their situation on
their own, but more importantly, I felt that the world would not grow further if
the children of the next generation were tormented by the same inferiority
complex that I had. Therefore, I decided to start a newspaper to train the
children to communicate their current situation and to have a media outlet for
that purpose. At the end of 2011, with the cooperation of the Ishinomaki Hibi
Shinbun, a local newspaper with more than 100 years of history, we began to
conduct a workshop to train reporters and conduct interviews. On March 11,
2012, Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo Shinbun was born.

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund has been our supporter since 2016. An
article “Americans Caught up in the Earthquake - What Ms. Taylor Anderson
Left Behind in Ishinomaki” was published on the front page of Issue 27, on
September 11, 2018 which consisted of interviews with Chika Yoda and Ayaka
Matsukawa, who were students of Ms. Anderson. Ms. Matsukawa is also a
reporter who participated in the first issue of the newspaper. Ms. Yoda has been
influenced by Ms. Anderson and became an English teacher, and later, we asked
her to interpret for our interview with the Andersons, who came to Japan in
2019. This interview was published on June 11, 2019. We have interviewed
many others since then, and in Issue 32, published on December 11, 2019, we
published an article “Big Memories from America,” by our reporter, Sae Saito,
who briefly studied in Richmond with the support of the Fund. Ms. Saito was
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

awarded the Taylor Anderson Prize at the English Speech Contest the year
before.

We would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Anderson for visiting Japan many times,
in addition to Ambassador Fujisaki, Mr. Takanarita, and everyone else involved
for their affection for the children of the community.
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Chapter 5

Biblio Battle Workshop
for many children in Ishinomaki

Harumi Yoda

EHON (children's picture books) expert
President of Ishinomaki Taylor Readers Workshop for Promoting Children's Reading
Representative of Hitotsubo Bookstore & Library

Every year we visit the elementary schools where Taylor Reading Corners
are set up, starting with Inai Elementary School in 2018, Kazuma Elementary
School in 2019, and Kama Elementary School in 2020. At these visits, we
hold workshops for the students to experience a book introduction
communication game called Biblio Battle. Last year and the year before, we
visited the schools together with student volunteers from the Ishinomaki
Senshu University, which not only gave the children the opportunity to come
into contact with many books, but also provided a valuable experience for the
students to interact with the children. The 2018 workshop has also expanded
to become a training ground for school librarians. Unfortunately, we were not
able to get student volunteers to help us this year from the perspective of
preventing the spread of the new coronavirus infection, but we were able to
gain cooperation from a lot of volunteers in general to help us raise awareness
about children's reading activities.

Although I have never met Taylor Anderson in person, I often heard about
her from my son and daughter who were students at Inai Junior High School
while she was alive. As a facilitator for the Ishinomaki Hibi Kodomo
Shinbun, I had the opportunity to work with the children reporters on feature
articles on the Taylor Reading Corners, and we visited the schools where she
had taught. Therefore, today I feel as though I had known Taylor quite well.

Taylor, who loved to read, made her dreams come true by reading a lot of
books. In the future, I think it will become all the more important for
children to read. Meanwhile, the amount of time children spends on reading
is decreasing year by year. About 32.8% of high school students do not read on
a regular basis. Unfortunately, the amount of time students spend on reading
is lower in the Ishinomaki area than the average for Miyagi Prefecture or the
rest of Japan. Therefore, it is vital for children to have books around them. To
rectify this situation, we cannot do without the Taylor Reading Corners. It is
also important to create opportunities for as many children as possible to have
access to books.

We will continue to hold Biblio Battle workshops and hope that many
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A volunteer reading an English picture book for the children.
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

children in Ishinomaki will read as many books as possible. In the future, we
hope to hold workshops using English picture books to get the children of
Ishinomaki interested in the English language, which Taylor had worked so
hard in teaching.
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Chapter 5

Grief Care

Chiho Shimura

Representative Director, Kokoro Smile Project Inc.

Based in Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture, KOKORO SMILE PROJECT
provides; grief care for children who have lost precious family members in the
Great East Japan Earthquake; support for children who have not attended school
by creating a place for them and providing them with mental health care to
return to school; and support for mothers who have lost their children; and
mental support for all those who are not embraced by government and NPO
assistances. This is a general incorporated association that provides
compassionate care for children and parents who have lost their loved ones.

Since March 2011, a group of volunteers launched a number of activities to
provide support to the many children in the affected areas, including support for
schools and nursery schools in the form of supplies and school lunches, operation
of children's clubs in the affected elementary schools, and support for the
learning of junior and senior high school students.

One of our support activities for schools has been and continues to be a
popular program, the “Candy Store Wagon” shopping experience.

The “Candy Store Wagon” began as follows. One school which building has
been completely demolished requested “We would like to hold an all-school field
trip that was cancelled due to the earthquake, but most families have lost their
jobs and are not in a position to have their children bring their own lunches.
Would you provide lunch boxes?” Of course, we gladly agreed to provide lunch
boxes, but the field trip reminded me of the joy of grabbing a 100 yen coin and
going out to buy snacks, and the joy of eating snacks with friends. I wanted the
children, who had been living in shelters and eating only what they were given,
to experience the joy of choosing their own snacks, so I planned to open an
improvised candy store at the school and give them the opportunity to experience
shopping.

Children were given a 500 yen fake coin, and were given the opportunity to
pick out their favorite snacks by calculating the sum of their prices at the
register. If the purchased snacks come to the exact amount of 500 yen, they
would be awarded with a right to draw a lottery.

This was a great opportunity for all children to have fun while learning the
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Chapter 5 | Contributions from those who received supports from TAMF

social experience of shopping, the arithmetic skills of calculating, standing in
line at the cash register, and the basic manners of daily life through experience.
The children and their teachers loved it. The Taylor Fund has endorsed this
activity, and we are grateful to them for their support for three years from 2015.
The smiles on the children's faces as they held the snacks in their hands despite
the difficult environment is truly a testament to your support. We would like to
thank you all for your support.

March 2021 will mark the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Although there has been tangible progress in terms of physical
reconstruction, there are many children who are still suffering from the
emotional scars of the disaster, and many of them are carrying new grief as they
grow up. We intend to support each one of the children to have hope for the
future, by changing their experiences into new energy, toward a better life.

In the future, we aim to become a center of mutual support and mental health
care, spreading the concept of “Grief Care” and creating a community system to
support children who have been hurt.
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Beautiful impact of
the Ishinomaki Kawabiraki Festival
_ I YrY—uayh-IvFon Charlotte Mitchell pa—
. . 20144F 8 BRI T s S ABINH High School Students Exchange Program 2014 participant 3
%
- B One of the best parts about visiting Ishinomaki in late July was the opportunity to
THTHNZAE 2SN B ORBIED 2 EEFIOTNIHE [ISmMTas2L participate in the annual Kawabiraki Festival. The festival initially began as a
TT. 2OEFEVE AETHOHERLTHIBOBEF X ATk LOFEZILELT remembrance of the development of the river which supplied the city's fishing and -
MiZ > b DTTH BUETERRZONETOMR LI LR LTSN TV & river-based economy; today it serves as a celebration of the growth and rebirth of the o
T 207 S ADENITTUHIEFIISBMT LI LN TaE L, FaENRHINZHN city after the earthquake and tsunami in 2011. Through TAMF, we were able to %
BRITICE VHIBEDOAN Tz DAYy £ =D B BOIEP IO NTOT . E{ LT AR {BAT attend the first night of the festival. On this night, community members write A
TN TINERFATHED LI DL . HARDEE 2 #7211 ORI EHE & DB messages on paper lanterns which are floated along the river after dusk. These
KPR KA ZIRE LTOAEESEC LN EWIEFDLELSITLE, lanterns are lit in memory of those who have passed in the last year. Standing on a
ZONODE FMEHRAL 7 7 I =L BT L E LT, bridge overlooking the river, it was incredible to see hundreds of lanterns floating and
AP F— DIk KA O RCT L L illuminating the water in between riverboats adorned with Japanese flags. .
B 25k At TONE LT, 325 % 2640 M il A b Later that evening, I returned home with my host family. Mari, my host -
. . , R mother, had invited friends and neighbors over for a delicious feast. She invited
s L'Cf het@'c‘\ 5 ili“ﬁﬁ LXD—{{ ' ?#T“@ﬁi(ﬁ%}llﬁﬁ some friends who spoke English, which was such a kind gesture as I was able to %
s Zf VT DREILE %%l]% t t iy?‘ eéf L:TCO speak with them more easily and learn more about their lives in Ishinomaki and
BHNBHE S O2HAT BV —7 L LTI discuss the beautiful impact of the Kawabiraki festival.
SWYOMEH D ANLLTTARZ Y =L o 7=k The following day was the second day of the festival, and as a group we planned to host
PHCEHMIE LT E LI R0 A6 20T, AA T 7 1) =12, an ice cream sundae bar as one of the vendors at the festival. Before the festival began, my L
WAA LR BDRLKETE->TOEBMIIHNTIT->T 60 host family took me to a local shop that sold yukatas in all different patterns and colors. I 6 -
FLIBRDE L7 DIEMIZE DR T RA IR E LRV ) picked one out, and Mari helped me tie a large, red bow in the back that matched the pink 5
RO TAE-TLNG LT, TAARZY) =2 oo F— e = 1A floral pattern of my yukata perfectly. The ice cream sundae bar was a success and it =
T REBIAEATOAR LB IZA A3 LTI L, PARY offered a great opportunity to meet many kids who lived in Ishinomaki as well. From the
Y=L ZAX PG LY £ DRI AIFE,I T EDD (K ice cream stand, we had ideal seats to watch as drummers and dancers parading down the
BEROMRD T-AUED R0 B DR H 2D Il LT LT, street as brightly colored flags and lanterns floated above them.

We dined that night inside a fish market - the containers and tanks around us were full N
of fish and even some sea creatures I had never seen before. Needless to say, the fish was

2O NG ON TRFER LIZOTTH AV 7+
PRSP R I L VIDESTH 00 FIET
bl (ARL TN TLTOEKR L o1 TT. ¥ RDHEI.
BODOREBDT VMR TATEND LG FIE6 LWERFHREL T Ao lonEL
. COBRYEWRL ABGDOHSA LI DL AL LEHOLR BT it with community members of Ishinomaki. Every interaction I shared during this trip
LYELI ZMOKTHRIEDRR TS NHE~NDRORSEELLIENTIILL, showed me the immense love everyone felt for Ishinomaki, and I am so grateful TAMF
2I2=FADNEEEBBERE G2 TN TAS —SESIEHL 2T, gave me the opportunity to experience the power of community.

very fresh and so delicious. After dinner, the evening concluded with a fantastic fireworks
show above the tents of the festival vendors. While watching this show, I was overwhelmed
by an immense feeling of gratitude for the opportunity to experience this festival and share
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Chapter 6

TAMF was a life-changing experience

Ethan O'Neill

High School Students Exchange Program 2014 participant

My favorite part of my trip to Japan with the Taylor Anderson Memorial
Fund was meeting different people throughout the trip and experiencing a
foreign culture.

My host parents were extremely kind and caring, and they made sure that I
had a great experience. When my brother and I first arrived in Ishinomaki, our
host family took us to a local small mountain that was very popular among the
residents. The journey to the top of the mountain was like being on a roller
coaster, as the car we traveled in navigated the bumpy terrain. Upon reaching
the peak, we were treated to extremely beautiful views of Ishinomaki and the
surrounding area. This mountain trip allowed us to experience the natural
beauty of Japan, and my brother and I often reminisce about how incredible the
mountain trip was. It was definitely a trip that I will never forget.

Another aspect of my host family that stood out to me was how our host

father would record Major League Baseball games for all of us to watch
together, as he knew that we loved sports. Since the MLB is in America, the
games were on during the middle of the night and early mornings, and we
were very impressed by his efforts to make us feel comfortable and at home
during our visit. Our host family also helped us to experience Japanese
culture, such as by serving us traditional Japanese drinks and food, as well
as giving us tours of the city of Ishinomaki. In terms of food, we got to try
all sorts of typical Japanese cuisine, most notably the different types of fish
and other seafood that are very common in Ishinomaki.
Our host family also provided us with Japanese clothes such as jinbei that
we wore during the local Kawabiraki festival. My trip to Japan through the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund was a life-changing experience that I will
never forget.
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Chapter 6

Studying to become an Elementary
School English teacher

Kei Sugiyama Tohoku Gakuin University
High School Students Exchange Program 2015 participant

I met Andy in 2015 when I went to Richmond for the first time. Thereafter,
whenever he came to Ishinomaki, I always went to see him, and he always
greeted me with the same kindness and wonderful smile.

Hoping to visit the United States where I have fond memories, I went to the
West Coast for three weeks when I was a sophomore in high school. I met a lot
of people in America, and I realized the importance of trying to communicate
with each other despite my poor English proficiency. I continue to communicate
through e-mails from time to time with the O'Neill family members who took
care of me at that time.

At the university, I joined an international exchange club and enjoyed talking
with students from abroad and people who had come on trips, and I made many
foreign friends. One of them sent me happy news via email from the U.S. that
he had gotten married and had a baby, and I strongly felt that we were
connected.

Currently, I am studying at a university to become an elementary school
teacher. When I become a teacher in the future, I want to share with the
children what I saw and felt in the United States, and how important it is for us
to try to understand each other, which I learned through my relationships with
other people.

My future goals have been established because of the wonderful people I had
met and the wonderful experiences I have had through the TAMF. I am truly
grateful. I look forward to seeing all of you again.
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Chapter 6

My TAMF Exchange Experience

Daniel Bader

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant
Risk Analyst, ABS Group

Despite the trip being over four years ago, I still have vivid memories of

my time spent in Japan on the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (TAMF)
exchange that will stick with me for the rest of my life. It was an
eye-opening and powerful experience learning about the devastating impact
of the tsunami and just how many lives it affected. Although I was aware of
what was happening back in 2011, I didn't fully grasp the magnitude and
long-term effects of the disaster until I met numerous people whose lives
were impacted and saw the destruction up close. Two moments in particular
that stand out include visiting a school that was destroyed by the tsunami
and placing flowers on the shrines to pay respects, as well as going to a wall
constructed after the tragedy with a message of hope and perseverance.

Another meaningful aspect of the trip was learning about and
experiencing Japanese culture. From staying in the temple and doing
morning meditation to riding the locally-made grass boats down the river, I
got a glimpse of traditional Japanese customs and their way of life that
emphasizes self-care and reflection. Some personal highlights include
wearing kimonos to the festival in Ishinomaki and sight-seeing the famous
Senso-ji temple and marketplace in Tokyo. It was also a blast playing with
the kids at the barbeque and participating in the watermelon smashing
game—where we even made the local newspaper! Additionally, being able to
eat all the delicious (oishii) food every day and travel through the beautiful
countryside made the trip even better.

A last component that made the trip so memorable were all the people we
met and connections made. Before I went to Japan, my family and I hosted a
former Taylor's student from Taylor's school—Yuki—who stayed with us for a
week; we showed him American culture and took him to traditional
American activities like a baseball game and a museum. It was rewarding to
see him again (this time in Japan), meet his family, and learn more about
their lives and how they were affected by the 2011 disaster. We also visited
Senshu University and the neighboring high school to meet and talk with
the students before the festival. Although it was challenging to communicate
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

with them because of the language barrier, it was also fun and rewarding to
find similarities in our lives. Being able to visit the different booths at the
festival gave us the opportunity to meet and interact with even more local
Japanese residents who were all so friendly and welcoming.

I wanted to thank everyone who made this trip possible, especially the
Anderson family. Additionally, I wanted to thank Toru Takanarita, Miyuki
Nishimura, Mihoko Terada and many others for being such great guides and
showing us so many cool parts of Japan. It truly was an incredible
experience and I hope to be back to visit soon!
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Chapter 6

Food and Friendship in Ishinomaki

Gordon Mitchell

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant

Eating was something I have always loved to do. I was a pretty chubby sixth
and seventh grader and it showed in my appetite.

As I got older and began to “stretch out” as my mom always promised I would,
my appetite did not die; it just changed. My interest in trying different kinds of
food began to develop, and there was never a food I didn't want to try.

In Summer 2016, I went on a Memorial Service Trip to Ishinomaki, Japan.
We visited the affected areas of the March 11, 2011 tsunami with the goal of
creating a connection with those who had lost family members and attempting to
understand their culture, while helping them understand our own.

This trip was my dream when it came to my interest in different foods. Our
first night we went to a Japanese sushi restaurant with several different species I
didn't even know you could eat. After the meal had concluded, I had eaten sea
urchin, jellyfish, barnacles and, most surprisingly, whale.

A few days later, I attended a barbecue. I sat alongside and communicated
(mostly through hand motions) with the locals of Ishinomaki. While we sat
and attempted to talk, a variety of different meats were brought to us, and of
course I was determined to try each one. While eating, I listened to heartfelt
stories of teens my age who had lost grandparents, parents, or siblings in the
tsunami. They wanted to share these stories with me and help me
understand the culture I was now a part of.

At the same time, they were amused by all the foods I was trying for the first
time, and I made them laugh with my facial expressions, enthusiastic noises and
rubbing of my belly. One boy even ran home to bring back new things to try. By
the end of the meal I had eaten several cow tongues, fried octopus, and the
testicles of a goat. Despite the intense stomach pain that I experienced from the
mass amount of food, I had never felt more connected to my hosts.

Food has allowed me to fully experience the places that I have traveled to. It
has given me the opportunity to fully throw myself into a culture and make
non-verbal connections, like enjoying new friendships while eating cow's
tongue in Ishinomaki, Japan.
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Chapter 6

I was fortunate enough to visit
Ishinomaki twice

Noah O'Neill

High School Students Exchange Program 2014 & 2016 participant

I have had the wonderful opportunity to participate in many areas of the
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund exchange program in the past decade. I
first participated in the program in the summer of 2014, where I was able to
travel to Japan with a group of students from my school, including my
brother. After visiting Tokyo and staying with the YMCA program, we even
had the chance to complete a homestay where we attended several festivals
and were introduced to Japanese fireworks (which are much cooler than
American fireworks). During our trip, we visited the local schools and were
able to meet many of the children who were so fortunate to have been taught
by Taylor in previous years. This was my first trip to a different country, and
I cannot think of a better way to be fully immersed in a new culture with
such welcoming hosts.

The following year, my family was fortunate enough to reciprocate the host
role, as we hosted Kei and Goshi in our Virginia home the following
summer! During this week, we continued to build our friendship with our
Japanese guests by enjoying pizza dinners, Flying Squirrels Baseball games,
and even a pool party at the end of the week. While traveling to Japan was
truly an unforgettable experience, I think that being able to host Kei and
Goshi, in addition to sharing their genuine excitement for each new activity
we did, was just as impactful for me. Comparing and contrasting the
differences between the two countries in everything from sports, music,
video games, and even pets was definitely my favorite part of interacting
with our guests.

While I never would have thought this was possible, I was fortunate
enough to visit Japan with the program a second time in the summer of
2016! My first time participating in the program, I was one of the younger
students, so it was very interesting to see the program through another lens
as one of the older students on my second trip. My favorite part of the second
trip was getting to stay with Kei's family. While Kei was actually in the US
studying, I got to meet and stay with his entire family, including his parents,
grandparents, and his younger brother Yo. While we faced a very strong
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

language barrier, we found incredibly unique ways to get around this by
playing games, motioning with our hands, and slowly picking up key words
and phrases over the few days I stayed with the family. Out of my entire
experience with the program, these few days were the most memorable and
impactful for me. By the end of my time with Kei's family, I went from
being nervous about overcoming the language to feeling as though I was
with the family of incredibly close friend just like I would in the US. This
homestay experience opened my eyes to the true impact that the program has
of bringing cultures together. Without being able to communicate more than
a few words, we became lifelong friends and remain in contact via Facebook
to this day. I cannot thank the Anderson's enough for making this program
possible and for allowing me to have such a unique cultural experience
during my time in Japan.

e |

s ||

oo |

N

Bew

3]
5
H

219



56

220

Yo b bR AD LA DIXE K

T—HL A4 b

20164E)E ERRAERT v s 5 LBNHE
—ERFNDHF RIS AT R INVRET KT 20204 1283,
QLEE A v hr P F 7 7 — MRAEBUC I AT IE,

A TAS—HEIIEbE LI LoD BERDILTLI ALY Y o X
FRICHE->TOIEb U TEHYFEAL BANICTAS—3ADILEAI>TVEDUT
bHY FRATLIA 20154F DK T A 7 —HEBIBb > TLER. L DFGEFAD AN ED
—i L o12DTY,

ZOEFMNES Y FVv 7 - A=z v KREZETHfE
INTOIA=C=FINAIFHARGET 7T I-L
WIFEET T I—~DOHIETHREAFIILT
VWELT, 20D YE FADOWBIDI G . 7HT
I=DLhEoTER6T I HA» D4R
M RAMT A s ot L0 T

)

RAMRESAL
AV ATAY P SADRE
Sarina Takagi and Morgan's family.

SELLRETA T I DEB AL
7S L0ZIANETE X Y
VAT RRASTOT RADHIBIRY
T DDV EFT THOTLE -1
1 b HBRELES1 L5 TT,
ADHRA & LI R RIES Al
FRP) —SALRAL T R#EIC R D 3
L7z FAD SR L B B A AP iEAE LT
NTALIZR DL -BoT0E YL, "
DR AECLI Db ETERE L -1
T REOHIE FAT—HEDT s e svnn
R SLATHRITIIED TE . L Sarina Takagi and Morgan.

Chapter 6

The Most Memorable Connections through
TAMF is with Mr. & Mrs. Takanarita

Morgan Thweatt

High School Students Exchange Program 2016 participant
After studying at Hitotsubashi University, graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania 2020. From 2021, the Royal College of Art's Service Design MA in London.

I became involved with TAMF kind of out of the blue. I didn't go to St.
Catherine's, and I didn't personally know Taylor, but her story has continued
to be a part of my life since becoming involved with TAMF the summer of
2015. That summer I was away at Virginia Governor's Academy for
Japanese, a partial immersion language academy that was hosted at
Randolph Macon. Towards the end of my time there, I got a letter from my
parents telling me that shortly after I got back from the academy, we would
be hosting a student from Japan for a little under a week. My dad knows
Catherine Nexsen, and she had reached out to him asking if we would be
willing to host a student as part of the annual TAMF exchange. As far as
I'm aware, someone else had dropped out last minute, and they needed a
replacement.

My student, Sarina Takagi, or Sally, as I came to know her, and I became
fast friends. My family and I really enjoyed having her, and it was so fun to
meet all of the other students. The next summer, we were able to go to Japan
with TAMF and I was able to see her and meet her mother and little
brother. The most recent time I saw her was the summer of 2018 when I was
able to visit Sendai during a business trip during my internship. I was sadly
unable to see her this past year, but I know that we'll meet again one day!

I think one of the most lasting connections I made through TAMF was
with Mr. and Mrs. Takanarita. The summer of 2018 I ran into them out of
the blue at the train station in Odaiba! We were all incredibly surprised to
run into each other like that. It seemed like such a random place to both be
in at the same exact time. In the huge metropolis of Tokyo, Taylor brought
us back together once again. They invited me to come to dinner with 2018
kids, and funnily enough, some of the students who were there my year were
also at the dinner. It was so fun to catch up with them, and to also meet the
new group of TAMF students. When I went back to Tokyo for study abroad
the 2019-2020 school year, I of course met up with them again. They have
always been so kind and friendly, and I consider them to be my “family in
Japan.”
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Chapter 6

Soran Bushi,
danced in the United States

Asuna Abe Kanda University of International Studies
High School Students Exchange Program 2017 participant

I went to the United States to participate in the summer 2017 exchange
program. I participated in the program to thank Ms. Taylor's parents for
their support of my alma mater after the disaster and to share my experience
of the disaster with the American people.

The most memorable event in the program was the party held at Ms.
Taylor's parents' house. We performed Soranbushi to show the Japanese
culture. Seeing my host family wearing “Happi” and enjoying taking
pictures, I realized how important and fun it is to share the Japanese
culture with people. The following year, my host family came to Ishinomaki.
They were interested in hearing stories about the disaster and seeing the
disaster-hit areas, and we realized the importance of communicating things
that only people who actually experienced the disaster can tell.

After participating in this program, I have come to want to tell more
people about my hometown, Ishinomaki, the charm of Miyagi, and my
experience of the earthquake. I have learned and grown through this
program and have met an invaluable group of people. Thank you so much for

giving me this valuable experience.
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Chapter 6

“Change”

Ren Sato Kanazawa Institute of Technology
High School Students Exchange Program 2017 participant

In August 2017, under the TAMF program, I went on a homestay in
Richmond, United States. As this was my first visit to an English-speaking
country, I was unable to sleep on the plane before arriving and had negative
feelings of anxiety and nervousness.

With that anxiety and nervousness in my mind, I went through
immigration and headed to the Smith family home, where I would stay.
When I arrived, the Smith family came out to the front door and welcomed
me as part of their family member. Before I knew it, my anxieties were gone
and my emotions were naturally transformed into positive feelings about
learning and experiencing so much there. After that event, it was easy to
open up to each other, and we had a great time talking about various topics
and telling about Taylor Anderson's activities. Time passed like a flash and it
was already time go back to Japan.

I was a high school student at the time and now I am a university student
studying hard. I still clearly remember my experiences in the U.S., and to
make up for my lack of English skills, I am now focusing on my studies in
various fields, not to mention English. I intend to make my greatest efforts
so that I can make full use of my experiences three years ago for my future

path of my life.
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Chapter 6

TAMF has shown me

a new meaning to sisterhood

Haley Robb

High School Students Exchange Program 2018 participant
Studying Environmental Engineering at Lehigh University

To be a part of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund exchange program has
shown me a new meaning to sisterhood. I still remember sitting on the bleachers
during lunch at St. Catherine's, listening to our middle school head share that
there had been a natural disaster, and one of our saint-sisters was lost. In that
moment, I learned what tragedy meant: through the tears I cried for Taylor, I
cried for everyone lost, knowing that if one person I never met could be so
special to me, then each of the tens of thousands of others affected were just as
important.

I listened to stories of Taylor's kindness, her smile, the joy that she brought to
others, and the care that she put into teaching. I too strive to use love to change
lives and the world through education. I look up to my big sister, and I hope she
is proud of me for doing my best.

In high school, my family was able to participate in hosting a student from
Ishinomaki. My sister Eleanor and I were so excited to have a new sister visit, to
share our love, food, city, and space with her. Our bond grew over the week that
Minami stayed with us: although none of us were very good at eachothers'
languages, we used what few words we could to share laughter and light. I cried
when she left, knowing I would miss the joy she brought our home. When we
hugged three years later in Harajuku, I could still feel our sisterhood.

The next opportunity Eleanor and I had was to host two more students, Meimi
and Asuna. We were a little bit better at Japanese, but still worked hard to
communicate in other ways: we shared vocabulary, giggles, and frozen pizza. I
was blessed to be able to stay with Asuna's family when I visited Ishinomaki, and
I will be forever grateful for their hospitality and love. Although my Japanese
was not very good, I felt safe to learn in their space, naming foods at breakfast
and playing cards with Asuna's brothers who taught me colors and numbers.
They accepted me enough to form a bond of friendship that transcends language,
distance, and time. We all cried huge splashing tears as I boarded the train
leaving Ishinomaki.

We have been so fortunate to have been able to host a third time, most

recently our friend Sakura. Eleanor and I were older and more comfortable

MHwW

~

B

sheow ||

Ho |

3]
5
H

229



230

1%

THRERER BT a7 S0 | BEH» 6D HER

WL DAL DFRIZEO LT NEEUTDP AL T2 2 0A 3ER R TS
Bolb 8 b DUIKENHB LKL LN TEE LT,

I PERMEEEICS A4 I GFESDVA) 7 2+ (MESBIHZE) L0 I2 A0
BEEPZIANDL LI F LI AL HAFES DL EFIIRsT0ELEY 5
ERRAB -T2 I ES ) O BN LT EEmaia
= —rarklh U BUE LB RN, T A OREE - MICIEET AL
HTELDOWEET LI AOHARGTEEHEY EFTEHY FLATLRLY WO
LRNPDANTIE S0 R EERHATINIETAFORpIb LS TR L
FOLT ROLLTHEAILY TEE LI, SECHM. R2 B2 kS oft 4
NBEE FAEZIANTNELL OB PRICTIEHIIELILESIWE.AALTAK
KORETHLF LIz,

b 3MHDRA N2 TRIENTE . H 275 (Zilis6) M b L dfil
WKIEbIIEDELI, v T LR R AL O T, EiEr e EibTIL B
BT HERRT LD TERLII LT VL b IC T E DD
F—bR L1720 28 F-020 JITKEFEZLIEDLTETLE LI IR fAD
PHEOCEM PG TEI DL AL OHigRZFIXFIC L 2 LBV T,

Yy FEy L GETHPHRETTOL 512 HRBORI{LEL VT T3S
LT BRb-oTHFIA 32
L2555 20D NY W
FFO BRI LAl IZ OV T RAD
EibE2BILIRVELL,

Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

experimenting with language, and how to show our love without it. We spent
time playing our favorite childhood games together, making treats, and splashing
in the river. I know that in the future when we share space again, our sisterhood
will be just as strong.

To join Richmond and Ishinomaki as sister cities and to continue to build this
bridge between the United States and Japan has changed my outlook on how I
can impact the world with love and the concrete value that that connection has.
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Chapter 6

Though travelling to
Japan was scary-:-*

Eleanor Robb

High School Students Exchange Program 2018 participant

St. Catherine's alumna Taylor Anderson was teaching English in Ishinomaki,
Japan in March 2011 when a deadly earthquake and tsunami struck. After
Taylor ensured that all of her students were safely picked up by their parents, she
began to bike home, but she never made it.

Her parents began receiving donations and started the Taylor Anderson
Memorial Fund in her honor to continue to strengthen ties between Japanese
and American students. From personal experience, the fund has absolutely
succeeded in this goal. It has allowed my family to host twice, and in the
summer of 2018, my sister Haley and I were able to travel to Japan for a week
with three other American students.

In 2015 my family hosted Minami, a high school student a few years my
senior, and we finally met again in Tokyo. Because of her time with us and her
own interest, Minami is now in college for global studies and we're still in touch
today. That summer, in Ishinomaki, I was also reunited with our host students of
2017, Asuna and Meimi.

My sister stayed at Asuna's house, while I stayed at Meimi's, where her family,
having awaited my arrival for months, threw me a small welcoming party. Turns
out, Jenga and Uno are the ultimate universal games. But this trip wasn't just
about reuniting with old friends; I was also able to build meaningful
relationships with people I'd never met before over the span of just 7 days, both
American and Japanese. Kazuya, who entertained the group by playing guitar on
the bus and in down time, also took us to his ramen shop in Tokyo for lunch.
Koshirou also loved to sing and so they would duet sometimes. He also served as
somewhat of a translator for the group, being the most proficient in English. We
taught him how to say “antidisestablishmentarianism,” with some difficulty. And
even though we only spent a day with them, I loved talking about the differences
between American and Japanese schooling with Nao and Hiroki, both university
students who took the time to show us around their school and around Tokyo.

Experiences like visiting the American Embassy for a meeting, helping teach
English to kindergarteners, or practicing zen with a master Buddhist in a
beautiful temple were very important and educational parts of this trip, and
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Chapter 6 | Contributions from the students participated in the Exchange Program

enriched my experience tenfold. My most memorable moments, however,
were those spent in friendship with other people my age: shopping in
Harajuku, visiting a hedgehog cafe, sharing our favorite music, collectively
dying in the Tokyo heat, going to karaoke and singing All Star by Smash
Mouth; these are the things that built our friendships and these are the
things I will remember for the rest of my life.

Travelling to Japan was scary; I didn't know how I would talk to anyone or
make any friends at all. But behind all the layers of different languages,
culture, and lifestyles, no culture is completely isolated from any other, and
what bleeds from one to the other is what gives us the common ground to
become friends.
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Chapter 6

My life goal Found

Kanata Fukuhara ishinomaki Commercial High School Miyagi Prefecture
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

First of all, I could not speak English at all. The reason why I decided to join
TAMF program was because I love movies and I had a strong yearning to go
abroad. Of course, I had apprehensions. I think my strong yearning for foreign
countries won over my worries. It's the same now, but back then I was willing to
try anything. That's how I felt back then. We made a lot of memories; we went to
live shows and made a lot of noise; we went to the pool, we sang in the car and
we played games together.

For me, it was like being in a movie. There are too many other fun memories
to write about.

I participated in TAMF 2019 program and found my life goal. It is to work in
the United States on my favorite area, film industry, in the future. Now I am
studying English every day to achieve that goal. I would like to thank everyone
at TAMF for giving me such an opportunity and for being so kind to me. I can't
thank my host family enough for welcoming me with kindness, and because of
my experience at TAMF 2019, I am now able to work hard towards my goal.

Thank you so much.
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Chapter 6

Tag Played together
on the Anderson's ground

Nao Hirayama Ishinomaki Nishi (West) High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

I joined this program because I wanted to experience real life English. I
remember feeling frustrated because I struggled to understand English spoken by
natives, even though I was confident of my English at school classes.

I spent about three days each in two cities, Richmond and DC. It was hard to
communicate in English, but my host family and the native English speakers
around me spoke slowly and tried their best to understand what I was saying, so
I had a great time.

The most memorable event for me was the party at the Anderson house. I was
overwhelmed by the size of the property. We played tag together on the grounds,
which was very memorable. It was the best thing that we could enjoy playing tag
with the locals, which I thought we could only do in Japan. Also, when we
played "Dojosukui” and "Soranbushi", people were very excited and I was very
happy that I was able to share Japanese culture with them.

It was only a week, but I was able to see the gap between real English and
English taught in Japan, the differences in food culture, the openness of
America, and many other things. As I am planning to go to a foreign language
university, this program gave me an opportunity to learn English in a more

practical way and I am very happy that I participated in this program.
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Chapter 6

Working to become
an international nurse

Sakura Miura Yokohama Central Hospital Affiliated Nursing School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

My first homestay gave me many happy memories and cultural stimulation.

I have been interested in foreign countries since I was a child, and
through my exposure to a lot of Western music and movies, I began to think
about working and living abroad. I have decided to become an international
nurse, which fulfilled both my previous dream of becoming a nurse and my
desire to work abroad.

Taylor Anderson's “will” was to become a bridge between Japan and the
United States. I was inspired by Andy and Jean's willingness to carry on
Taylor's legacy, and so I joined the TAMF International High School
Students Exchange Program. By participating in the project, I was inspired
to work even harder to achieve my dream. I believe that this dream is not
only mine, but also Taylor's legacy.

I will never forget her “will” and how grateful I am to Andy, Mr. & Mrs.
Takanarita, and all the people who have helped me in this project. I will
make full use of what I have gained from my participation in this project to
realize my dream. I hope to see you all again in good health. Thank you
very much for this valuable experience.

~

g

]
5
=

241



W
o
11§

242

11

SEODDHRAM 77 I —IIEHFL !

swmnnsmser 210 B

20194R 8 SRR BT 07 5 ASNE

DR T4 57— e DHHEIS ML 2 L
IO U THSALAINAI LN TEEL
12 7V TFASAN AR HEDH 7=
THFETIREPORLESE L Y25
LSV BRL TR ) 25T
LYW TEEEATLE, LY L A SDEETES
FTIBIETAV AT TAIZVEVLI S
HE ey L1z,

ZOENMH O EKR2ELEDEKRAIITA
S—HEDTRISLTHERLILE, 72
HUMER . RAN 773V —DEATDODFKK
WO ThOHAER2ETILY TEEHAT
LIz I L TOARRT,. TAY A TDAN
BEMEZDOTERO»PERCEFLAED . RAMN?7I)—DHIALLETHILTV
e IKEADBLOVEOHEY TSI, 2O LEEDRFIVH H o120
6,232 —Yarki{3ARY  IVFHOOMORRAE) LMK LDT
WiorkHug L,

L FNERFEZBRCAT TRBIATOE T ERTERPFPIAE TSR W
PHMPCFEL VL EZTOE T Z2LT. 0O BT 7AYAITIOLE-
TVET . Ty TA3IARELDLTET745 -3
EDHESADE»T T .HEDEZELL
CHOBAZPL5 2 T3 L LRBLTV
T HE MR R Pan i v A LRoT0
T FIEEFIERELIRUDS RS ETH . wOov F
TSRV EIATS . VL AIIRZ B
PRBLEFECTVET,

Chapter 6

I am grateful to my two host families

YO Sugiyama Ishinomaki High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

I got to know Andy through my brother's participation in the TAMF study
program. When Andy visited Japan, I had the opportunity to talk with him at a
cafe in Ishinomaki. I was still in junior high school at the time, and I was too
nervous to speak well. However, as I spoke in broken English, I realized that I
wanted to go to the United States.

My dream came true and I went to the U.S. during the summer break of my
sophomore year in high school through the TAMF program. During my stay in
the U.S., neither of my two host families could speak Japanese. At first, I was
very anxious and thought it might be impossible to live in the U.S., but my host
families were very kind to me and I had made many happy memories. If my
English skills had been better then, we would have been able to communicate
with each other more.

Now, I am working hard for the university entrance examinations. When I am
admitted to the university of my choice, I would like to specialize in English
studies. And I definitely plan to go to the United States again someday. Thanks
to Andy and the rest of the TAMF members, I was able to set my goals. I am
truly grateful to them for giving me the great opportunity to do so. The world is
currently fighting COVID-19. The situation continues to be very difficult, but I
am confident that one day I will be able to go where I want to go and meet the
people I want to meet again.
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Chapter 6

Keep challenging myself in the future

Sae SaitO Ishinomaki Koubunkan High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

During summer vacation of my freshman year in high school, I was
invited by the Taylor Fund to participate in a week-long American exchange
program.

It was my first time abroad, my first time in the United States, and I was
excited about the challenge of new things, but at the same time, I was also
very anxious. I wondered if I would be able to spend a week without my
family, whom I could always rely on when I was in trouble. But those
worries disappeared the moment I arrived in America and met my host
family who welcomed me.

First, I spent three days in Richmond. My host family's house was really
big and surrounded by nature, so I was able to relax and enjoy it. As you can
imagine, we ate a lot of delicious food, such as big pizza and donuts, and
went shopping a lot, which was very entertaining. I spent the last three days
in Washington, D.C. The two sisters did their best to speak Japanese, and
my host mother made lunch boxes for me, so the family was very warm and
welcoming.

After participating in the program, I learned to enjoy the challenges
instead of being afraid of them. I had experienced that it was more fun to
talk to them even if I was afraid of making mistakes in grammar and words.

I would like to keep challenging myself in the future.
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Chapter 6

My perspective expanded to the world

Kobeni Takahashi ishinomaki High School
High School Students Exchange Program 2019 participant

It has been a year and two months since I participated in this program.
But when I look at the photos and videos I have saved in my cell phone, I
remember many of my experiences as vividly as if it were yesterday.

I was impressed by the fact that things I had only seen in textbook photos
or on TV, such as the Capitol Building and the Lincoln Memorial, were now
right in front of my eyes, and I could feel the history of the United States on
a grand scale, something I cannot feel in Japan. The spread of COVID-19
has made me feel even more strongly that such an experience was invaluable.
It was also a wonderful experience to be able to feel human connections that
transcend borders through interaction with host families and other local
people. Through these experiences, I feel that my perspective expanded from
the Japanese level to the world level. I will continue to retain this broad
perception, and in the future, I hope to become a person who can be active
on the world stage.

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone involved in this program from the
bottom of my heart. Thank you so much.
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On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
two Presidents of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund proposed to compile the history
of the Fund, and with the approval of the Board of Directors, asked people involved to
contribute. We would like to thank all contributors who wrote heartful essays.

Initially, we intended to publish the manuscripts in the language in which they
were written, without translations. However, in the process, we eventually found that
each one of the manuscripts had a meaning in one way or another and decided that
they should be read both in Japan and in the United States. Therefore, we made the
full text available in both English and Japanese. It is difficult for an NPO with
limited financial resources to hire a professional translator and thus we decided to
use an automatic translation software and supervise the translations.

Ms. Keiko Akatani volunteered to supervise the translations. Our appreciation goes
to Mr. Ichiro Fujisaki, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Mrs. Yoriko Fujisaki,
Director who also joined in the supervision. Their evaluation of the translation
software was that it was “usable” albeit with some edits. As regards editing, I am
indebted to Mr. Akira Saito of Dohbunsha. We had to incorporate two books in two
different languages into one, which was an extremely strenuous task.

The memory of the earthquake and tsunami are gradually fading even in the disaster hit
areas. Children born after the disaster are now in elementary schools. By documenting our
activities now at the 10th anniversary of the disaster, we hope to show that the seeds sown by
Taylor Anderson, who dreamed of becoming a bridge between Japan and the United States and
who was active in Ishinomaki are gradually blossoming on the grounds of the two countries.

The title of the book is taken from the documentary film “Live Your Dream” (directed
by Regge Life), which looks back on the activities of Taylor and Monty Dickson, English
language assistants who were in Japan on the JET program and were victims of the
tsunami. I believe that the task of keeping Taylor's dream alive is our mission.

The contents of this book may be freely reprinted as long as the source is

acknowledged, but please refrain from reprinting the photographs.

Toru Takanarita
Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund (Specified Nonprofit Organization)
info@tamf.jp
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Appendix

Following is the brief history and activities of Taylor Anderson Gift Fund initiated
by the St. Catherine's with the Andersons in the United States which preceded the
establishment of the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund in Japan in 2014.

Taylor Anderson Memorial Gift Fund
Hosted by St. Catherine's School
March 21, 2011 to October 2013

Andy Anderson
October, 2013

Who established it and when? - Taylor's family established it along with St. Catherine's
because St. Catherine's had the legal and administrative structure necessary and Taylor is
a 2004 St. Catherine's graduate. It was established the week of March 21st ,2011.

The main purposes of the Fund - to help students, schools and families in the Ishinomaki
area recover from the earthquake and tsunami as Taylor's family expects Taylor would have

wanted and to pursue Taylor's dream of being a bridge between the U.S. and Japan.

How much money has been donated to date? - As of May 29, 2013, total donations in
Taylor's honor are over $400,000. Over $302,000 (including 500,000 yen from Osaka
International Cultural Association) has been donated to Taylor's St. Catherine's fund.
The Tokyo American Club donated 4,000,000 yen directly from their “Jammin in Japan”
fundraiser held May 20, 2011 for Taylor Anderson Reading Corners. The Japan Virginia
Society (http://www.japan-virginia.org/ click on Remittance of the Fund to Japan) raised
almost $30,000 and sent the money directly to Taylor's schools. Taylor had savings of
$13,000 in Japan that were donated to the Ishinomaki Education Support Fund. The
American Chamber of Commerce Japan (ACCJ) donated 1,200,000 yen on March 22,
2012 for twelve additional Ishinomaki Schools to have new books. Hearts for Japan
(HOJ - based in Washington, DC) raised over $12,000 for books for an additional ten
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Ishinomaki Schools and the Kesennuma Community Center.

How will and have the donations been used? Specific projects? —Taylor loved to read
which led to the idea of "Taylor Anderson Reading Corners" for the seven schools in
which she taught English as part of the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Program.
Reading inspired Taylor to live her dreams and her family hopes these books and
computer software will inspire her students to find and live theirs. The “Taylor Reading
Corners” (“Taylor Bunko” in Japanese) project was started on July 11th, 2011. Taylor's
family traveled to Ishinomaki for a week in early September to participate in the
dedication of the first Taylor Bunko at Mangokuura Elementary School on September
6th, 2011. Toru Takanarita, a professor at Sendai University led the project with the help
of Aya Nakagawa of Project Yui (http://project-yui.org/). The bookshelves are being made
locally by Shinichi Endo-san who lost three children taught by Taylor-sensei in the
tsunami. Sixty of Taylor's favorite children's books and over 200 books chosen by the
school are part of the Taylor Bunko. The Taylor Bunko dedication plaque and book
labels state “In Memory of Taylor Anderson and all loved ones lost on March 11, 2011”7 .
Project Yui placed or is in process of placing books into the 23 additional Ishinomaki
schools benefiting from the ACCJ and HOJ donations. The Japan Disaster Relief
Foundation - Boston (/jdrfb.squarespace.com/) donated $5,000 for the Mangokuura
Elementary School library in January 2013.

Gift Fund is also working with Smiles and Dreams: Tohoku Kids Project to provide long
term support to orphans. Taylor's fund supports the Asahigaoka Gakuen orphanage in
Kesennuma and initial support was started by Smile Kids with a delivery of toys, Wii's,
educational materials. Two groups of the children have had a very successful English
Adventure summer camp experience in August, 2011 and 2012. The Gift Fund also
sponsored a Christmas Wish program in 2011 and 2012 which provided gifts the children
specifically wanted and a Christmas party where the students performed on stage with
different songs and dance. Both programs will be held again in 2013. A Barbeque is also

planned which will include the screening of “Live Your Dream: The Taylor Anderson Story”.

“Taylor Scholarships” provides financial assistance to Ishinomaki high school
graduates to attend Sendai YMCA School (www.facebook.com/ymca.sendai.jp) starting
with the school year beginning April, 2013. The scholarships will be provided to those
students who have suffered from the disasters and will be provided by Gift Fund and the
YMCA. The program has been introduced to Ishinomaki high schools and the first five

students have begun their studies. There will be a minimum of five students per year who
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will receive scholarships for the next three years with the goal to raise more funds so

more students may benefit.

The YMCA of Tokyo, Sendai, Japan and Richmond held a Taylor Fund YMCA Youth
Exchange Program July, 2012 for seven Ishinomaki junior high students who were taught
by Taylor. The students visited Washington, DC, Richmond, VA and Williamsburg, VA.
They attended YMCA Camp in Richmond and home stayed with St. Catherine's families.
US Japan Council TOMODACHI planned the Washington itinerary.

(usjapantomodachi.org/programs-activities/taylor-fundymca-youth-exchange-program/).

Japan IsraAID Support Program (JISP), Tokyo YMCA, and Project Yui are
collaborating with Taylor's Fund to sponsor “Smile Together Ishinomaki”. Initially, three
different community locations are being used to facilitate the on-going activities of
supporting Ishinomaki's residents. This allows JISP as well as other NPOs, to continue
to have an impact on the local communities with innovative programs including stress

relief, a “Voices of Tohoku” community memory program and youth leadership.

“JET Micro Grants” provide financial support to enhance English language and
foreign culture programs initiated by Miyagi/Sendai JET (MAJET) program participants.
Ishinomaki is in the prefecture of Miyagi and there are 120 Miyagi/Sendai (capital of
Miyagi) JETs (www.ajetmiyagi.net/micro-grant-program.html). Applications for Micro
Grants are submitted to the MAJET board and the Anderson family for approval and
funding. This program empowers JETs to go beyond the classroom to be active
participants and leaders in their schools and communities. One grant sponsored the
Sendai Comic-Con which resulted in over 760 Sendai junior high school students from
more than 30 schools creating and entering their English comic strips.

(www.ajetmiyagi.net/micro-grant-program.html)

The Gift Fund supported the The Fruit Tree Project Paul Yoo and Minami Ishikawa
organized the Fruit Tree Project to take fresh fruit to shelters which has been not only
nutritionally helpful, but has lifted the spirits of all those they have helped. The fruit
they provided was a good supplement to the rice and miso soup provided at the shelters.
The Volunteer Akita volunteers also help with cleanup projects after they finish
delivering fruit. They have also started to combine their efforts with an NPO currently
being formed called HEAL Action (linkjapan.wordpress.com). They combine different
volunteer group efforts into “LOVE Koganehama” events each Saturday near the
Mangokuura schools where Taylor taught in Ishinomaki. The July 4th LOVE
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Koganehama event was shown on the July 4, 2011 NBC Nightly News. Their latest
project is to provide a college scholarship for an orphan who has passed his college
entrance exams (http://volunteerakita.org/2011/08/16/tohoku-smilesdreams-project/).
They also bought and delivered Christmas presents in 2011 and 2012 to 70 children

in a Sendai orphanage with funds from Taylor's fund.

The Children's Fund for the Great East Japan Earthquake was created to help children
who lost parent(s) stay with family (rather than go to an orphanage) by providing education
support. The fund's goal is to provide earthquake orphans from the 1st to 12th grades
with their education support. This scholarship does not require repayment. Those children
apply for this fund with their essays via the education board in the disaster-affected
prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima. Gift Fund has donated to this great cause.

Hope for Tomorrow identified a lack of assistance for students affected by the
disaster planning to take university entrance exams. It costs graduating high school
students an average of ¥230,000 (US$3,000) nationally to take entrance exams, a
heavy burden for even a normal family and an extremely high hurdle for families
who have lost their homes or livelihoods. Therefore, Hope for Tomorrow decided to
support the educational advancement of promising high school students affected by
the disaster by offering financial assistance to lighten the burden of these exams. Gift

Fund will help Ishinomaki students past this important hurdle to attending college.

It is very important to Taylor's family, friends and donors (thousands when you consider
many checks are a total from small donations made to a school, church group, etc.) that
100% of the funds raised will be used for the benefit of the schools, students and families
in Taylor's area. Taylor's family feels blessed that Taylor's high school, St. Catherine's in
Richmond, VA donated their time and services to administer the fund through June,
2013. We are now accepting donations through Global Giving for the “Smile Together
Ishinomaki” project. (www.globalgiving.org/projects/japan-youth-leadership/updates).

As the main activities are and will be in Japan, we decided to terminate the Taylor
Anderson Memorial Gift Fund created with the St. Catherine's and establish a new fund in
Tokyo. Ishinomaki BOE, Smile Kids Japan, Project Yui, IsraAID and the Fruit Tree Project
contributed 100% of what they received from the Gift Fund to the projects we identified
with them. We think Taylor would be very proud of this. Her spirit encourages us and gives
us the strength to do our best in her honor and keep her spirit alive in all of us.

(Mihoko Terada reason)
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The book “Live Your Dream %% & %” was published on the occasion of the
10-year commemoration of the great earthquake and tsunami disaster that
occurred on March 11, 2011.

The book is a compilation of essays and photos of those who knew Taylor
Anderson, those who were involved in her dreams to become a bridge between
Japan and the United States, and those who are working for and contributing to
the Taylor Memorial Fund (hereinafter TAMF).

The wish to have as many people as possible know about Taylor, her dream,
and TAMF, and think about them together with us brought about this new
edition.

Our aim is that those who do not know Taylor would take up and read this
book. As such, changes have been made in the cover of the book, some designs,
and other places. We tried to standardize expressions without changing the
substance of the essays. We are grateful to those who worked for and supported

this new edition.
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